DEFENCE 


OF THE 
Humble Remonſtrance , 


Againſt the frivolous and falſe exceptions of 


SMECTYMNVYVS. 


WHEREIN, 
The right of Leiturgie and Epiſcopacie 


is clearly vindicated from the vaine cavils, 
and challenges of the ANSWERERS. 


_ By the Author of the ſaid Fhumble Remonſtrance. 
| Seconded (in way of appendance) with the judgement 


of the famous Dvine of the Palatinate-, 


'D. ABRAHAMYS SCYLTETPS, 
Late Profeſſor of DivinirTis in the 


UnivEeRSITIE of HEIDELBERG: 


Concerning the Divine Rightof Eexiscoracir, 
and the No-righr of LaY-ELDERSH I P, 


Faithfully Tranſlated out of his Latine. 


L O N, D O N, 

|Printed for NATHANIEL BUTTER in Pas 
: Church-yard at the pyde-Bull neare 

St, Auſtins gate. 164 1. 


_— 


_——— 


_— 


re 
———_— * . - ST OT cm __ 


> oo 


i 
» 


—__— 
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TO THE KINGS 
MOST. SACRED 

MATES TIE | 


| Moſt dread Soveraigne; 
Our Majeſty was 
BW \| pleaſed to caſt a gra- 
Vl £0us eye upon a late 
YU Humble ' Remon- 
Pl ftrance, made' to the- 
High Court of. Tar- 
hament', bemoaning the lawleſſe/ fre- 
quence of ſcandalous Likels, anf mo- 
defiy aſſerting the true right of Li- 


turgie. 4 ifcopacte. T liittle_ 


thought that ſo meek and gall-leſſe a 
Diſcourſe could have irritated any the 
leaſt oppoſation ;, But now; Ifind to my 


| & refe * bat even to move for Peace, 1s 


el 3 quar- 
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The Epiſtle 


quarrell enough, and feele many fits 
about my eares, ere 1could imagine to 
have offended. Occafton ts taken from 
thoſe quiet lines, to combine forces a- 
gainſt the Cauſe 1 maintained. The 
quarrell is inſolently managed by many 
unknowne hands ; Yet,the riot of theſe 
impotent Aſſailants ſhould not eaſily 
have drawn me forth, had Inot percet- 
ved that their confident oftentation 
and proud carriage m thu affray, hath 
won them ſome (how undeſerved ſoe- 
ver) opinion of skill, with their credu- 
lons Abettors ; and thereby, ſome diſ- 
advantage to my juft cauſe. eAs one 


therefore that hates to betray the truth 


by an unfaithfull ſilence, T doe cheer- 
fly enter theſe lifts, rejoycing to hope 
that Your Majeſties Eye-may be the.. 
Fudge and YVitneſſe of my ſucceſſe. 
Neither ſhall it be diſþleaſmg to'Your 
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. Dedicatorie. 


Majeſlie, that Your moſt honourable 
Peeres, and moſt faithfull Commons, 
now aſſembled, ſhall ſee the injuitice, 
and ungroundedneſſe of that bold Ap- 


| peale, which was made to them, by my 


daring Anſwerers , whoſe Abilities I 
taxe not, but their Fidelity Imu$t - as 


| thoſe who hove ſage foul to abuſe 


their implored Fudges with falſe ſhews 


| of miſ-alledged Antiquity, and meerly 


colourable pretences of proofs : V/hich 


1 if Idoe not make good ts them and the 
' worldin thy enſuing Diſcourſe, let the 
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| blemiþh of reputation lead way to the 


ſharpeſt cenſure upon the perſon of 


Your Maſjeſtics- 


zcalouſly-loyall Subject; | 


The moſt humble Remonſtram. 
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AS DY ſingle Remonſtrance is encoun- 
JN Al tred ibs plurall Adyerſary thar 
ICAEHLS talkes. inthe ftyleot We, andfsc 
by "DP Their names; perfons, qualities , 
J 7 numbers, I care not te know; Bur, 

; theyday,Myname is Legion) for-we acmnun; on 
: were they! 4s: ma 1ofas as men, WAS 
 cauk ow por kn Arrice meto wy. eta 
undi{mmaid-yand-to oy! wich holy . David, 
Though a1 hod(t mp againſt ms, ny heart pliers 
ſhall. wot feare: The: cr of God, which1 
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Arcopagns 

Mars hill,or 
The C urt of 
Arcopagites. 


. 


the Bar « 
craving no favour buyjuſtice. 


Beſides number,thele men: think perhaps 


rocarry it by bulk; forthoſe that ſpaxe not ro ? 
condemne the multitude of my few 'words, 
laſh outinto ſo tedious an' Anſwer, thatif [ 3 
ſhould return them a Reply in the ſame pro- 7 
portion,theReaderseye would betired with * 

the very proſpect, and his tongue could not # 
bur ſay, Qs leget hac ? But, though they have | 

| hadſolinle mercy on him, asto put himto 


the penance of their long-ſome Volume, I 


dare not abuſe his leaſure in following them 7 


inevery ſtep of their looſe/and ſuperfluous | 
difcourſe; butſhal 'ſo:contra&t their Taviſh 2 
{heers as that whiles I fave'time, Þ ſhaltnor by, 


tale ought of truth. » oy 19th 
 - Andhirſt, theſe briefemem-complaine-of 


A Defencedf the | 
maintaine,ſhall beare me up againſt the di | 
 couragements of -my confeſſed weaknefle; 
Is which Np nou ich doe gladly fly to. | 

this high and honourable Court, #3 
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the lengrh of my Preface; and ferch their | 


grounds afar off, from the admired fons of | 
Juſtice , :the! 4reopagi: | The Hreopagi?i who | 
- - werethole?'T'ruly my maſters, Thad thought | 


this bad beenthe name of the place, inot:of 


the 
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HuMBLEe "REMWONSTRANCE 


the men. Itis an-ill figne, they-lay, roftum- 

ble _ the errors _ RIreY eo ad- 
Z mired Areopayr;t ve Judges of 'Athens ? 
3 They condemane Pais, and Paſſion; nei- 
2 ther of which can be juſtly charged upon the 
T7 Remonſtrance : Forthe Paſlion, let any Reader 
® judge, whether ought can be more calmly, 
* more mildly written, and for the Preface, 
2 brethren, your cenſure is ny miſtaken; 
2 for that which you mil-call the Preface, is 
Z one of the maine pieces of the ſubſtance of 
Z thatimtended Dilcourſe, which:was'atoo 
2 juſt complaintofthe ſhameful number of 
5 Libels, lately -dropped from our lawlefle 
7 Preſſes; A-point:no. lefle confiderable, nor 
Zlcfle eſſential rothat propoled:'Remonſtrance, 
A chen thoſe, which your peremptory Analyſis + 
Amakes the only ſubje&t thereof. I beſcech 
Fyou brethren , ſpend your Logique upon 


*Z your own Works, let mine be ſuch asIcon- 
7 trivethem. -. 11 1 


Thoſetgiflingcavils which you arepleaſed 7rode!ond 


x Piſtik't,&c, 


+ to make ar lome phraſes of this 'miſ-natned 
{ Preface, are not worth notice; It is not for us 
; to: run after the ſpending 'of every mouth : 

Belike, it angers you;to heare of the egy 
| —_ 0 
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of your; own. guilineſſ:. Faine would you 
ma that which theworld cries Anke: on, 
the multitude of the late leditiousPamy hlets; 1 
whexeat: you. might. well bluſh in filence ; * 
when an honourable. perſon.in open Parlia- | 
ment could reckon up no-lefle then (even- 
{core,that had caſledtl the. _ ors the be- | 
ginning of this Seton. ©; 4 
Thole- [other verball chin mo: but =} 


light froth, and will Gok alone; thar ſcum ©; 


way be won raking ,off;- which tollowes ;. | 


wherein i (ball. defire all indiflexenteyes' toi Þ 
judge, whether thele: men doe nor endea- Be 


vour to: caſt, unjuſt envie upon-me, againſt ® 


the dear verdi&obanyknowingmanscon- 7 | 
- ſcience: In-coraparing; of Governments. of 1; 
Churches and States; Lhad ſaid, char if Anti- ei 


_ berhe rule, the Civilt Politic (as # 
generalt notion): hath ſounerimes: varied; 


pe. that that of the ſtate of Rome had done to 31 


Sacyed, never;The 3 


ry impolens thie $4-| 

| gractons In- 

rerpreters ——_" CIS dry wands roi 
the-prelans; & pg obourt 
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owne Monarchic, as ifl implyed | char to be 
variable and arbirrary; and arenor aſhamed 
7 ro miention that: deadly 1 name of , Treaſon . 

* Whereas no manthatis not wilfully blinde, 

7 burſees that | ipealzofthe common forms of 
Z Government; thar are/in'rhe-(everall Srates 
2 and Dominions itrthe world;whereof ſome 
F are ruled by. awAriftocracie  othets by 2 ÞIez 
® moctacie;\ others bya> Monarchie } wherhet 
FJ limited, or abſolme,orhers by a mixed form 

© of allthele ; which were in the Geſt begin- 

z nihngs;ih the free arbirrement: 'of their |'Foun- 

Z ders; nor aiming at the ſerled Government 

Hof fany one eRingdaye > much leſfe of out 

ZoOWwne. ' 
2 | Brochren wehilaryor defects Gli goal, 
| evi robe leſle malicious. In the rneane 
me, God bleſieall' #00d'men from ſuch 
Wrhartey, and our facted Monarchy fron ftich 
\ ends, The forme of the'Epicopall' Go- 
Tvernment of the Church hath, |comtdrily;, 
7 beenever one and' rhe fame - > without" any 
| confiderable varianon; and if i have any 
1 whereinvadedthe Civitadminiſteation and 
| yoked Monarchy, is the infolence* of the 
j Forrons natthe fauk of the Calling: _ 
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Prelates, did ler fall this cholerick word har 
he would haye the-Jews confute them, and 


if Wilkam Refs, aPrincenoted forgrolly ir- | 
religions ;-opprefled by Cabal noicall Popiſh | 


Jewiſh;on this condition; Is: this-an argu- Z 


ment for any Chriſtian to ule, for the confu- # 


ting of godly and loyall Proteſtant Biſhops? 7 
which are ready to be cenſured rather for roo + 
great obſervance of Soveraignty?-Lert any but 7 
a Jew/judge,whether this be a fit inftancefor 


a-Chriſtian. Any thing ſerves againſt Epiſco- 
pacie; The teſtimony; of a Pope, (whom 


_ theſe, men honour highly) Pius 4. is alſo 


brought in as irrefragable,againſt the Divine 
right of Biſhops.And whar ſayes Antichriſt? 


He tels the Spaniſh Ambaſſador,that hisMa- 
ter, ſuing for the, Councels: declaration of® 
this truth knew not what he demanded, for 
Biſhops ſo declared, would be exempred fro 
his Regal powen and as independent as they 


Pope bumſelfe. Tell mebrethren,Do ye like; 
or beleeve this aſſertion, becauſe a Pope ſaid} 
#t? Or can'ye blame him (who would have 
all Epiſcopal JuriſdiQtion derived. meer 

from himlelfe ) ro be-unwilling that their 
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right ſhould be-yeclded-rochaverhe-fame | 
nds meg my forhis/owhe': 
Andifthere miightbe' this danger i in thoſe 
a Kingdomes where cheClergy challenger han 
© cxemprionfrom thepower of all Seculariry; 
* why 15 this enviouſly upbraided' ro'thoſe of 
2 ours, whodoegladl [ profelſe, norwithſtan- 
3 ding the Ap oſtolicall;tharis, Divinesight'of 
their king to hold hain places and exer- 
4 cile of thats I IS oy from His : 
© -. Noc lffeſpireful nor more exyue;is ur 
I mates of the-compariſon ps be- 
Zrweene the indeavours of alteration in our 
neighbour Church , by our Epilcopall facti- 
4 On, and that which is now juitly defired by 
1 The humble Petitioners to the honourable 
Houſe: Tis a foule ſander to char ge he 
ramie of Epiſcopacy with a faction, 
þ Ecim ted ra ſome few. Fie brethren, = 
' —_—_ ers ofthe Church of Pi 
2 dare challenge® i{copacie of fagiow?: a 
$you ſpoken bur fuch a aDhos irv the thme'of 
oly C ian, whom on frequently Eits;/as 
' Id of good: dikhpl in hoiae hadbe. 
ome ww you? Neither the wrong 'lefle;' ro 
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N ling, Separatiſts , to hinmble | 
and: \Perxioners - Peritiantrs; (the: —— Y 
.dOWNr pon an: and: holy 
— who joan cenſured, b- 
the other modeſilpſuing for xenon © 2 
of theabulſesiof Goverrimens: Surely, whiles 
the worlt are thus patrohized by ad indul- } 
gentanſwerers, ir1sanhard queſtian, Whe- 
ther the Libellers themſelves , or cheſs: theit'Y / 
mil-zealoys Advocates }Arerware July eo | be 4 
Ta_—_ _ Incendiaties. Oo [Tj 
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A Fer chis overflowing of your .pall, pb F 
deſcend the two maitie ſubjects ol 
his quatrell; Liurgy, and Epiſcopagy.I hal? 
try idpbatontLanirgy bach beer hither” 
reeftcemed faced; reverendy: wled by, hol? 2s 
Marrs, frequented by devouc Proteftancs,l gi 
85that which hath been confirmed byEdids 
of religions Princes, .and.qus anne ger a 
wear, Adcts. And hath 'it fo? | 
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HuMBLE REMONSTRANCE. 


Whence then proceed fo many. 4dditions and Altera« 
tions that have changed the face,and fabrick thereof? 
# Additjons and Alterations * Whar in the preſent 
7 Liturgie ? where or what ? tell me, I beſeech 
2 you brethren are they viſtble;or are they nor? 
S Ifnot, how come ye to fce them ? if fo, why 
2 cannot we? perhaps ſomewhere in ſtead of 
2 Prieſt, there 15 Minter, perhaps: 4b/alution is 
27 interpreted by a Remiſfon; perhaps in private 
2 bapriſme, theres mention of a lawfull Mmi- 
2 ſter, perhaps in ſtead of Purification of women, 
2 there is Thankſgiving ; And can ye know 'the 
2 Book when ye ſect again, afterthele Altera- 
® tions, theſe Additions Is i not mw with this miſ- 
= altered Liturgie, as with the diſguiſed Dames, men- 
2 tioned of old by D. Hall, (whom you name, I 
| dare ſay,for honors ſake) fo miſ-fhapex by their 
Rmonſtrons faſhions, that their redivived Grandfires 
1. could nat now know then ? Can ye bur blaoſh ar 
{* this envious and groundleſſe ſugyeftion 2 | | 
#5 And why ſhould not t fpeake of Martyrs, 
j7 as the Authors and: uſers of this holy Licac- 
2 gic? why ſhould not weglory in their name 
z3 and Authority ? fheight you theme as . you 
x pleaſe, we blefſe God for fuch Parrons of 
1.4 our good cauſe: What a poore _ is 
8 2 C this ? 


"A Defence of the 


_ of it-yeeldethi no caule of offence toa very® 


this ? Whiles Trell you what our holy Mar- 


tyrs did, You tell me what one'of our Bi-| 
ſhops ſaid; As if we were bound: to make# 
good every word that falls from the mouth 3 
of every Biſhop: Even of the 'beft man we'7 
may ay as the Pſalmiſt doth'of Mofes, effutiit 3 


labits, he ſpake unadviledly with his lips; As " | 


for the words themtfelves ; Ifa Biſhop have? 
ſaid, that ons Licurgy hath been ſo wiſely 3 


and charitably framed, as thatthe Devotion 


Popes care; as onely aiming atanuncontro-B 
ver{ory Piety, I ſee not what hainous: fauleFc 
can herein be imputed to+ the ſpeech, or the 
Author : Would you think it requiſite that /* 
we ſhould chide, | and quarrell when we h, 
ſpeak to the God of Peace ? +.1.-:6h 

It is no little advantage therefore both to 
our cauſe and: Piety, that our Liturgie is7#! 


| taught to ſpeak ſeverall Languages., both *Þ 


forule and example;and thereby our Church? 
hath gained much juſtification and honour 


O' 
al 


As for that ſharp cenſure of learned M* (al: 
vis, Tolerabiles meptiz, how. ever it might well} ©? 
have been forborne by him, In alien&republich 7* 
and. by you, to; prelie it upon our owne; fer 
wc 7 


—_— 


HuMBLE REMONSTRANCE, 


we honor the name of that noble inſtrumenr 
of Gods glory in his Church, yet withall,we 
Z fearnot to ſay, without any diſparagement 
j to his worth, That our Liturgie both inthe 
2 frame,and furvay of ic, paſledthe judgement 


=-of no lefſe reverend heads then his/owne : 


3 any.of our greateſt Divines, to meddle with 
"2 the: wafers, or Lords- day markets 'of his 
> charge; let every Church take care of their 
# own affaires. 
2 As forthatunparalleld kiGonele of mine, 
*Þ concerning the Antiquity of Licurgies ; Vu. 
Rparalleld, you lay, becauſe no man, that you-liwve 
Bſeene, ever drew the line of. Liturgie fo high-as 1 
have. done; I muſttell you, that perhaps there 
Zmay bee ſome things in the world, that 
Emay have elcaped your not-omniſcient cles, 
y; Zand perhaps this. raay bee. one; I cannot 
1 help your -wonder, but I {hall juſtifie my 
', own Afﬀertion. In the meane while, ye doe 
7 almoſt yeeld the queſtion,cre you argueir ; 
zby Lauri (you lay ) this Remonſtrant underſtand 
an Order obſerved in Church aſſemblies, of praying, 
$ reading, and expounding the Scriptures, admini- 
—_ of Sacraments, &c. Such a Liturgie wee 
( 2 know, 
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2 Neither would you think it could become 
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| Toon and acknowledge, both lews and C britam | 
have uſed; This reelded, what ſick you-at2 
That there were preſcribed, and " Rinced | | 
formes compoled by particular menin the ? 
Church,and impoſed upon the reſt; this will 7 
not down with you; Wherein I cannor ſee; þ 
how ye will avoid your owncontradiction ; b- 
For 1 demand ; 1s this order of praying and 
adminiſtration ſcr,or no? If irbe not ſechow F 
is itan order ?and if itbe a ſet order both for | ' 
matter and form (for you cannot | ſuppoſe, 't 
under the name of az order, intend a meere | 
Table, ow Rabrick) how can it be other, chen no 
prieribed if the formes were macerly ar- I 
itrary, to what ule was the preſcription of Jt 
an Order? and, if they were not 3 b- 
certainlyrhey werein ſome ſort Rinted and? £ 
Bur whata exception. is this? that 
they were compaſed by ſome particular men , Was it” 
ever heard that a whole Church gnber)/4 
framed a forme of prayer? Can one uni: P 
forme exprefsion bee the original aft of at 
many thouſand braines, and tongues ? Cer-|j c: 
tainly, ſome-one, or few, muſt mold chat, if 4: 
which all ſhall both oven and ule fr is a P, 
ſilly 


HuMBLE REMONSTRANCE. 


filly oſtencation of Antiquity, that theſe men 
£ bring againſtthele preſcribed formes of Li- 

2 turgie. | 

* Tertullanin his Apol. Chap. 30. layes, The 

® Chriſtians of thoſe times did in ther Aſſemblies pray 

S for the Emperonr, * Smme MOM * If we may not rather take ito 
Y one quiee pil; chat is, lo th anno le 
> not being urged by any ſuperiour ,-..*ultinomines, accox . ge 
4 injun Hhon, but freely out of the o_ leverall powers and —_— 
loyal inclenation of their owne Ce to doſe = Ts 
# hearts : (You mul-e i{h it, tions of their Deities,as Deſideri- 
Yr ictac ay prone bt thr = Heil tins ad oth 
3 own hearts.) What is this tO zine, cirdd om of Sencca; as he 
3a preſcribed forme? Or if reads it, — 
Hf they will needs ſo take it, Fore hr ce-che haſt os 
A why do they not as well ar- lour tothe ſenſeinmtended by the 
Zoue, That becauſe our Mi- Anverers. 

"Fiſters doe ordinarily in their Pulpics pray 

for the King in their own exprefsions, there- 

fore there is no forme of Licurgie injoyned ? 

ri As for their other teſtimony, it is lefle to the 

;% purpoſe; Whoever denied chat ſome things 

areto be asked according to every. mans 0c- 

caſion ? Doe we abridge this liberty. by or- - 

daining a publique forme? And it the Lords 

"T9. 1 yeelded for anordinary and ſtinted: 


3. forme, 


A Defence of the 


—— 


forme,” why not others? Since the: oppoſers | 


of ſlinted forms, do,upon theſame grounds, | 


Aug.Ep.121 decrie that alſo. S. Auſtin ſayes, it 1s free to | 


Aug. de bon. perſever. c.22, VUti- it: ? Yet themlelves will not ? 


nans tards corde fic audirent difputa- dare to hold, that *-in Sf 
tiones noſtr as ut magis intuerentur 4 


orationes noſtras, quas ſemper ha- 
buit & habebit Eccleſia ab exordiis publike Liturgy. this 1s bur 
ſuis,uſh, dum finiatur ſeculum. to mock the Reader. 


Juſt. Mart. Apol. 2. The words | If Iytin Martyr faid, that © 
are; toy Swizws : That is, with all 
intention; and implied in that 


ask the ſame things -that are defired in the | 


Lords Prayer, aliis atque aliis verbis;\ (in other © 


wayes of. expreſsjon) who ever doubted of Þ | 


uſtins tirae, \ Srnce WAS no. 


[5 aegiws ] ( vriican- they 3 


of the ſame Juſtin Martyr , {ſomewhat guilcily tran- I '{ 


Tc 
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the people) prayed ( as they. falſly turne/! 
it) according to his ability: It 1s true; 
So doe ours ,; and: yet: God: bee thanked 
wee have  a_Liturgie, -and ſo had they. ® 
Neither is this liberty of. pouring out! * 
our ſelves n: our: prayers ever the more fi 
impeached by * a publique forme , fince?® P 
both thoſe may, and doe well ſtand to-| | gu 
gether. {o 

It is ſomewhat magiſterially laid by thele fo 
men, that Set and impoſed formes were not _ w 
duced * 


t 
[ 


HuMBLE REMONSTRANCE. 


_—_— 


i 


BY duced, till- the Arrian 'and Pe- Conc. Laod.c. 19, Firſt the prayers 
of the . Catechumeni preceded, 
then thoſe of the Penitents fol- 


: the Church, 'And as Clerkly lowed, then thoſe 'of the Faith= 


I herefies - did invade 


# dcethey :mmediatel con- full concluded. - 


| fute themſelves, by their owne teſti- 
{ monies cited out ' of the Councell of Fao- - 


A cs which was before their limited time; 


} as being before the Nicene: and betwixt chat 
Lind the Neoceſatean. Nothing caft be'more 


"Fr then the Canon of that ancient Synode, 


FThar the ſame Liturgie of prayers ſhould be 


Jalwaies uſed both in morning and evening. 
F#Yectto mendthe matter; This (1; ay they?) was a 


* wherein isthatthe better ? But how appears 
2 it? By another Canonin a following Conn- 
ell, which was the third Councell of Car: 
hage, cap.23. As it Carthage meant to-tell 
: what was before done / at Laodices. And 
© what ſay the Fathers at Carthage? Thatin af: 
J - fiſting at the Altar (fo are their words) the 
ef IPrayer {ſhould be directed to the Father, & 
- # quicung, ſibi preces aliunde deſcribit: That's who- 

foever ſhall offer ro-make uſe of any other 

form then is preſcribed, ſhould firlt conferre 

witly his more. leatnied bretlicen :'\Plainly 


af 
" q 
, * 


| 2 


el 
J- 
d' 


forme of a mans owne preſcribing : Were itt ſo, Can Linde. c.8 


implying. 
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Concil, Mi. 
lev.2. cont, 


Celeſt, & 
Pelag. 


implying the contrary to that , for which the 
Anfwerers alledge it, That the uſuall and al- 
lowed forme was. not'of his own compo- 
ſing ; and his own muſt not be at his own 
choile. That of the Milevitane: Councell. is 
ſhuffled.up by the Anſwerers, not with. x06 
much fidelity; for where they pretend, the 
onely.drift.of the Councell to be, 'That none 
{ſhould uſe ſer prayers, but ſuch. as were ap- 
proved of inthe Synode, 'The words of the 
Councell are full and affirmative, Placwt: ut 
preces, It is ordered that the prayers or oritons 
which are allowed inthe Synod,&c.{hall be 
uſed or celebrated by all men ; nec alie omnino 
dicantur,and. that no other ſhall be uſed in the 
Church, then thoſe, &c. approved in a Sy- 


nod; adding a found reaſon, ne forte altquid, | 


C&-c.Left perhaps ſomething may be compo- 
ied by them, through ignoxance, or want of 
care,contrasy tothe Fatth. jorlz 
Nothing can be mare plain then-that our 
Saviour preſcribed. io his Diſciples (belides 
the rules) a dixect form of Prayer, whales he 
ſaith, Pray thus : Much of which form I find 
cxed.as of ancientwle, out of the Seder Tephil- 
loth of the Jews-of Poxtugall, the Antiquity 


" Whereof 
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wherof as notknowing how I might avow, 
I expreſſed my 1clfe (within three dayes of 
the firſt impreſiion) inthe {afe termes of the 
inunediate edition;which theſe men wil not 
bepleaſed:to take notice of, leſt they ſhould 
find their mouths to be before-hand ; 
andſo they ſhould have loſt their deare 
quarrel. Howloever, that it may not ſeeme 
roo ſtrange. that our Saviour ſhould take up 
the formes, and uſages , that had formerly 
abtained;{urely,that he was pleaſed ro make 
ule,intheCelebration of hislaſt and heaven- 
| by banquer,of both-the faſhions, and words 
which were uſuall in the Jewiſh feaſts, Caſ- 
ſander hath wellſ{hewed in his Liturgice. 

The ſer formes of prayer, that were uſed 
attheMmcha, and othertheſeverall occaſions 
ofthe Jewiſh ſacrifices , I find {pecified by 
learned Capellus in his Spicilegium , ro whom 
I xeferre the reader. 

Inthe mean while, fincethey make ſuch 
wonder of a {erforme, uſed by Gods people, 
everfince Moſes his time, I ſhall give them 
ſuch ahintthereof,as perhaps they have not 
heard of before: In-the /S2amaritane Chro- 
nicle;now'inthehands of the:incomparable 
D Primate 


= A Defence of the 


Armach, by him procured out'ofthe Library | 


of the famouſly learned lo. Scaliger,thus they | 


wt - 14 ſhall find; : Afﬀter'.relation of - the death of | 
drianu (Cu- Adrian the Emperour (whom theſe Jewes 
, page _ curſe with a Deus conterat - ejus ofſa) which -in | 
go c»m their computation falls npon the yeare 4513. 

Iuttu mag- from Adam ; Ono tempore abſtulit, &c.At which | 
0,0". timeſay they, Fhetooke away thatmoſt ex- | 


E WF 


Primate of-lreland the Lord: Archbiſhop. bs | 


Sn ERIN T8 OE 


* (viz. the ; as", 
high Prieſt celtent book which was in their hands, ever 


ten living) fince the calme and peaceable times of the 
I{raclites, which contained thole ſangs,and | 
prayers, which were-ever nſed before their | 
facrifices ; For before every of their leverall} 
ſacrifices, they had their ſeverall ſongs, ſill} 
uſed in thole times of peace; all which accu-| 
rately written, were tranfmitted tothe (uble:| 
quent generations, from' the time. of Moſes, 
(the Legat) unto this day, by the miniſte 
ry of the high Prieſt; This Book, did that 
'high- Prieſt embezell wherein: was .con- 
rained their Genealogies, to! the dayes'o) 
Phmeas, together with an hiſtoricall enarra} 
tion of the yeares of their generation ,.anc 
-tife, Then which book, thereis-ho. hiſtori 
| biſides 'the-Bookes -of :Mofes ,-faund ren 


 ancle 
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ancient ; "Thus thatancient Record. 


That there were ſuch forms inthe Jewiſh Buxtorfu 
Church we doubt not, but that they ſhould 11s us char 
theCreed of 
R.Ben Mat- 


gelicall.to ſavethe labour of their devotions, mon was ta- 
ken our of 


be deduced to the uſe of the Church Eyan- 


is buta poore and groundleſle requiſition. 
Thole formes which we have under the 
names of'S*. James, (who was, as Egeſippus 
tells us, the firſt Biſhop and Leiturgus of Hie- 
ruſalem) of Bafil,and Chryſoſtome, though they 
have ſome interſertions which are plainly 
ſpurious, yet the ſubſtance of them cannor 
betaxed for other then holy, and ancient-: 
And the implication of the ancient Councell 
of Ancyra is worthy of oblervation, which 
forbids thoſe Presbyrers thar had once ſacri- 
-hced, aE90ÞHE, LUNG), 1 AUTYpyer Th TS 12g 
lair dirvparto ofter,or to preach, or. toferve 
1h, the holy Liturgies,, of adminiſtrations; 
Howloever,[ perlwade my lelte every [inge- 


” nuous reader finds reaſon, and authority:e- 
nough in this undeniable practiſe of antiqui- 
ty, to out-face an upſtart conceit , of ſome 
-Ziddie heads, that egndemne-all formes ,of 
-prayer;(berhey never lo holy)becaule ſuch. + 
-: Now wharſhould amandoe with ſuch 
PF fullen 


D2 


the Jeivs 
Liturgy. 


Ip 


T 


\ 
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| Gillen, and crabbed- pieces 4 thele7'1f he | 


croſſe them irs plaine termes, he is falſe? If he 
cotnply with ther in good words, he Rhe- 


 roticares ? Wharhavel profefled concerning 


conceived prayers, burthat which I ever al- 


publike:God is a free Spirit, and ſo ſhould 
outs be, in poWting out our voluntary de- 


vetions, upon all occafions ; Nothing hin- | 
_ ders, but thar chis liberty , and a publique 


Liturgie ſhontd be good friends, and may 


oo hand in hand together ; and whoſoever | - 


would foreibly fever them, let ther beare 
their owne blame; [ perceive,this is it which 


theſe techy men quatrrell , and diſhke, that 
I make theapplauſe of conceived prayer, bu | 


a vantage-ground to lift up the publique 
forme of our {acted Church-Liturgy the 
highet; which they are indeed loth ſhould 


ftand upon even w— above-ground, } - 
_ profeſſedly wrangling, firſt; armbe Orjomull,. 


WORE 


= "= - Pry 4 
nas ts ESE 2 


| lowed,ever practiſed, both in private, and | 


thei the confirmation of # : Bot the firſt; 1 had | 


ſaid our Liturgy was feleted our of anciertr 


modells ;' including ity & parentheſis, fnor 


(as any ingenuots reader would cofiyuc it) 


| that: 1 - 
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thar our faid Liturgie had no relation ether 
rothe place, or religion of Rome, but ont 

to the Chriftian and holy matter of =. 
godly prayers. Now thele charitable men fly 
out into high-termes; and beleech your Ho- 
nours to conſider, How ye may traſt theſe men, 
who ſometimes ſpeaking , and writing of the Reman 
Church, proclaime it a true Churth of Chriſt, and yet 
here, Reman and Chriſtian fland in oppofition: 1g - 


| norantly, or malicioutly ? when any man 
| may ſec here is notan oppolition meant, but 
 4'different modification: As when the Pro- 


et ſayes, 1 4m a- worme, and no man, Or ; the 


| Apoſtle, It is no more 1,but fm,Or, T live, yet not I 
Jy but Chriſt liveth nme : Neither is any phraſe 
| morecommon in our nfvall ſpeech. In whar 


ſenſe wehold theRoman; atrue Church, is 
ſo cleared by-rhe unanimous Suffrages of 


unqueſtionable Divines, that this iron is roo 


! -horfor their fingers: Being then thus quali- 
. fied, our Litetgie needs notbe either aſha- 
| medof irs original], (publiſhed in King E4- 
wards proclamation ) or blankt with their 


unjuſt aggravation... '' OE OD 
-'Thecompolers of ir we ſill. ploryito/fay, 

- werehbly Martyrs, and Confeflors.of che 

il | D3; bleſſed 


— 
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bleſſed Reformation of Religion; and if any any | 
rude hand have daredto caſt a foul alperſion | 
on any of them , he is none.of the Tribe I | 
plead for, I leave him to the reward of his | 
owne merits : Thus compoſed , and thus | 
confirmed by the recommendation of foure Þ 
molt religious Princes, and our owne Parli- | 7 
amentary Acts, they dare not abſolutely dil- | 
charge it; but they doe as they may, nibble ar | 
itin a double exception, The one of the over-ri- 
gorous preſsing of it to the uſtling out. of Preaching, 
andiconcetved Prayer, which was never inten- | : 
ded either by the Law-makers, or moderate | 
Governours of the Church;The other that nei- 
ther our owne Lawes, nor K. James his proclama- 
tion are;ſo imalterable as the Lawes of. the Medes &9* 
Perſians, Which bold flout, how, well it be- 
comes their gravity, and pretended obedi- 
ence,we leave at either Bar.' i, +, 
After an over-comp rehenſive recapittlari- ; 
oh of their exploits in this mighty Section, 
they delcend.totwo, main Querg's,; wheel 
the fir{t-is, Whether it be not fit to. conſider of the: 
alteration of the preſent Liturgje-;, Intimaatiog 
herein;not an alteration in ſome few £xprel- 
Logs, excepted 2gainf, bur atocall alteration 
It: in]. 


- - 
on tS «© os, 


I 
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intheveiyframeof it, as: their) realansimd 


of it, itis none. of the Lawes of the: Medes 


| and Perſians. Wharifthe weak pongns 
7 of K.lames,upon ſbineipretendedireaſons,de- 
|| treedall farbearance of any lfaither change ? 
7 Wharif tharfilly and ignorant Martyr, Dr 
| Taylor, could-magnifie.atto B. Gardner, and 
| others, as complete» Whir: if great Elogies 


| and Apologies have beencaſt away upon it, 
|| by learned men, fince that time ? Whar if In- 
. | -novations in Religion becryed our of ,as not 
: | robe indured? yer conlider of the alteration: 
. | Neither need ye to:doubr. but that: this will 


{ be conſidered by. wiſer heads then your own; 
| . and whatſoeverſhall he found in- the man- 


ner of the exprefsionsfat tobe changed, will” + * 


doubtleſle be altered accordingly ; bur the 
| - maine fabrick of it, vhichyour reaſons drive 


-} at,my hope is we ſhall never ſeeto undergo 


an alteratiqn:. Yet: ſtill do. you, conſider of 
: this yourprojected alteration, whiles I;confi- 
! derſhortly of the great reaſans.of your con- 

{ f{ideration. | 

A -' +. Fixſt;it-ſymbaliſeth much with the Popiſh Maſſe: 
*Surely-neicheras Maſſe, nor as Popiſh: I oa 
Yor holy 


A Defence of the - 


In his ſpeech 
at Norwich 


Aſſizes, pub-"Of of the men; buric:did nor: Sir Edward Gike 
liſhed. 


"hob Prayer be found in a:Roman Ponuile, | 
the channell,ſhalllchrow iraway becauſe is * 


ſervice with/Heretiques. Hence camenthis ali- 
enation, -hencethis diftraRtion, that we have | 


ſhall hater for theplace ? If I find gold in | 


was:ill laid ? Ifrhe Devills confefſed Chrilt F 
the.Son of Cod, thallidiſclaime that truch, ! 
becauſcir paſſed throughadamned mouth ? Þ 
Why ſhould we notrather allow thoſe good | 
prayers, which ſymbolize withall Chriſtian | F 
picty, then rejettthole which CRE arnongk 
ſome1tuperftxious nei 5 
' Ttapas compoſed,you lay ;into ork frame,on pur- ; 
poſe to.bring Papifts t00ur Churches. Well, had it | 
been {o, rhe project had been charitable, and | 
'gracious. What can be:more thank-wonthy, ; 
then to reclaimeerring ſoules ? But it faileden 
the ſucceſſe. Pardon me, brethren ; if ac bad 
donelſo;it wasneitherthefaulrofthe matter, | 


.cantell you, chartill the eleventh year of Qu. 
Elizabeth, all cameto'Church : Thoſ: times 
knew noRecaſancthen: Arlaſtphe Jefuiriſh 
Caluiſts, finding their great diladvantage by, 
theinoffenfiveulſc of our Liturgie, determi-) 
ned it utterly unlawfull to joyne in Church-/ 


frutay 


norſ 


£: 
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- 
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not won more; it is not the faulr of our pub- 


liquedevotion, why do you notimpute it to 
the want, or weaknellc in preaching rather ? 
But that our Liturgy : hath loſt any to the 


Popiſh parr, it is not more paradoxe then 


* ſ(clander. 


Thoſe ſtumbling blocks which you ſay 


our Liturgje laies before the feet of many,are 


| by many removed, and amongſt the reſt, by 
a bl 
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ind man, whole cie-lefle head direted 7, Fiſher. 


; how to avoid thoſe blocks, which theſe 


quick-{ights will needs ſee how to ſtumble 


at. Bur if there be found ought that -may in- 
| | dangera ſcandall, itis under carefull hands 
| toremovelt. 


I is Holizd, they 1ay, in England ; they 


. | meane at Amſterdam; ſome Separiſts have 


made it ſuch, never any juſt Proteſtant : 


{ Others ſay rather that too many dae inju- 
| rioully make an Idoll of preaching , ſhall 


we therefore conſider of — it? 


and if ſome one have paſſed an hyperbolicall 


; praiſe of it, mult ittherefore be marred in 
' mending ? 


Multitudes of| ople (chey lay) diſtaft it 3 more 
ſhame for thoſe that have ſo miftaught 
E them; 


Jo 
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them ; (would God too much multicude | 


did not , (through ill teaching) diſtaſt the 
truth of wholſome doftrine, and abhorre 
Communion with:: the true Church of 


Chriſt) ſhall wero humour them, abandon * 


both ? 


T here is a va(# difference , (they ſay) betweene * 


it and the Liturgzes of all other reformed Churches . 
A difterence? wherein ? nor in the eſſential 

oints,but in ſome accidents, and outward 
mw Whoſe faulr is char? ours was be- 
fore theirs ; . why did not they conformeto 


us; rather, then we come back to them ? I l 
may boldly lay, ours was, and is the more | 


noble Church, and therefore more fit to 
lead, then to follow : Bur indeede ſince 
our Languages, and Regions are different , 

what neede 1s there, our Liturgies ſhould 
be one? and why ſhould we be more 


tyed to their formes, then thoſe of all other | 


Chrittans , Grecians,. Armenians, Cophs; 
Abaſline , Arabian, Egyprian ? all which 


difter 1 _ lefle from each other, then we | 


from them : Conſider now, brethren , Whe- | 


thertheſereatons of a Got be wonhy of 
ON II & 


The | 


: 


: 
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| | TheſecondQuwnrisfo weak that I wonder 


ic could fall from the pens of wiſe men, 
Whether the firſt reformer of religion did ever intend 
the uſe of a Liturgie, further then to be an belpe in 
the want ,and to the weakneſſe of the Miniſter, Bre- 
thren,can yethinke that our Reformers had 
any other intentions then all other the foun- 
ders of Liturgies,through the whole Chriſti- 
an, yea and Jewiſh Church ? the leaft = 


of whole care was the help of the Miniſters 


| weaknefle, and their main drift the helpe of 


the peoples devotion; that they knowing 
before-hand, the matter, thatſhould be ſued 


* | for, andthe words wherewith it ſhould be 


clothed,mightbe the more prepared to joyn 
their hearts to the Miniſters tongue, and be 
ſo much more intent upon their devotion, as 
they hadlefle need to be diſtrated with the 
doubrfull expectation of the matter , or 
words to be delivered. | 

' Iris nolefle boldly then untruly ſaid, that 
all other ( hurches reformed, though they ne Litur- 


C | gies, doe not bind their Miniſters to the uſe of them 


Ci 
i 


E 2 Churches 


Fd 


- | [Binding]is an ambiguous I beſeech yon tell me brethren, 
If word - I am ſure both £2 you confirne choſe words of 

, Calvin which he wrote to the Pro- 
| theFrench , and Dutch, cor of England. Aro 1548. 
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Ot.22, Oued or! train precum 
& ritna Eccleſiaſticornm,valde probs 
Kt certa illa extet 4 qua paſtoribus dif- 


cedere non liceat-infanttione ſua ; tan 
#t conſulatur quorundan ſimplicitati 
& imperitie, quam ut certins ita con- 
fret omnium inter ſe eccleſrarum con- 
ſerſus; peſtremo etiam,&c, That is, 
As for a forme of prayers, and of 
rites Eccleſiaſticall; I do greatly ap- 
prove that there be a certain one 
extant,ſrom which it ſhould not be 
lawfull for the Miniſters intheir 
function to depart.: both that by 
this meanes- provifion may bee 
made for the ſimplicity, and un- 
Skilfulneſſe of ſome, and the con- 
ſent of all Churches among(t rhe- 
ſelves may more certainly ap- 
are ; La ty, thar thus there may- 
bea remedy forthe deſultory levi- 
ty of ſome men thar afte&t fill cer- 
tain innovations;as I have ſhewed 
that the Catechiſme i ſelfe ſerves 
for this purpoſe. Sotherefore there 
ought to be a ſer forme of: Cate- 
chiſme, a ſet form of adminiſtrati- 
on of Sacraments, and of publique 
Prayers, 


20 


Churches (in both-which 
L have been preſent) re- | 
vire their preſcribed * 
ormes , to be uſed both. | 
in Baptiſme,. and in Cele- 
bration of the Lords Sup- 
per, and in ſolemnization- | 
of Matrimony:: And in } 
what rank will they place | 
the Lutheran Churches 2 
And if the Reformed 
Churches uſe this liberty, 
what a poore handfull are 
they tothat world of Chri- 
ſtian Churches abroad , 
which do bothuſeand in- 
joyn their Liturgje, in that 
firſt forme we have ſee 
urged in the Melevitane 


Councell ? 
The Rubrick in King 


Edwards beoke is mif-conſtrued, which only. / 


out of reſpect to the peoples ecale, and their jr 
more willing addiction to the hearing of | 

Sermons, (which were then ſo much more | 
long as they, were more.rare).gave thatliber- 
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ty to Miniſters in'the-uſe of the Lirurgie;; 
| which divers Ordinaries at this day. (upon 
# my certain knowledge) have often yeelded 
Z unto : Fhat Rubrick imports no morethen 
7 ourpractiſe; neither of them dilparages our 
| Ejturgie. 4 | 
% 'The Homulies are left free (they ſay) toberead 
* or not, by preaching Miniſters ; why not then the Li- 
| turgie *: And if. it can, be thonghtnoeſſs then ſacri- 
ledge to rob the people of the Mmiſters gift in preach- 
ing, and:tatie him to Fomiltes, it can be noleſſe to 
deprive them of their gift in Prayer. Did we- ut- 
cerly abridge all Miniſters of the publique uſe 
of any.conceived Prayer, on what occaſion 
loever, the argument might hold force 
againſt us; but,that being yeelded;our Litur- 
gie1s untouched: Neither were it a lefler (a- 
criledge tv rob the people of a ſet forme, by 
: fithe liberty of a free expreſsion : And how 
:doththis argument more ſtrike us then all 
the Churches of the Chriſtian world, whoſe 
preaching is out of their conception, whiles 
itheir Liturgie is injoyned:?- 
\ Itisafalſeground, that the impoſing of 
he Book ties godly men from exerciſing 
their.gift in Prayer: An-enjoyned. Liturgie 
8 E 3 may 


4» 


A Defence of the 


they objefttothemfelves inthis way, divili{” 
"ONS and -difturbances following upon a per | 


may well ftand with the freedome .of a | 

Prayer conceived: The Desk is no hinde- 7 
ranceto the Pulpit: He is wanting to his du- |} 
ry, that ſlackneth eitherſervice.. - |} 
Much leſſecanthis beany. reaſon to keep!) * 
men from their preſenceat our Church-ſer-} | 
vice, thata Liturgie is impoſed. Tell me, Is) ! 
this Liturgie good or evill? If ic beevill, it is” « 
unlawfull: to be uſed ; If good, itis notun-, ſ 
lawtfull co be impoſed : And were the impo+y 1 
ſition amiſſe, whatis thatto the people? Ir is F 
impoſed upon the Miniſter; that whetherſſÞ 
act, or paſsion reſts in him,the people are nof* 
more concerned in it, then ifa Mim 
ſhouldtyc himſelfe tothe uſe of a Prayer 
his owne making, (as I have knowne forr 
of the moft famous Divines of this KingJ<: 


left to recover the people to a ſtinted Praye 
but by leaving it free to uſe, ornot to uſe, 


miſerably mit-led people, whom nothing co 


nl 


belike, can reclaime, (after ſuch doctrine in- 
ſtilled) bur a profeſſed:confufion ! Well may 


fect deformity ; 'and ſooner may they obje 


then} 
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| then avoid them. But why more herei(r 

| then in other Reformed Churches? The difference 
* js evident, OurChurches have never been bue 


= > 
YE 


J hearts of our people ook for; Theirs , per- 


_| haps, began wirhour it : Yerlo, as I doubt 


2 
? — 


” 


" confotme totheir eſtabiliſhed formes , hee 
i. ſhould ſoon feele the dint of their cenſures. 
} The like an{wer ferves' for their 6bjected 


by lawfull authority, and made-{o* farniliar 
ro the eares of every congregation; as the Li- 
turgie is, ſome few could-not forbeare them 
withour offence; whiles withall they ſhould 
be allowed the helps of preaching: Asm this 
g4cale itis done, the ule of the ſet Litwrgiebe- 
wing ſeconded by prayers conceived. But the 
erdproject is ſingular, That if any Mmniſters ſhould 
rove inſufficient to diſcharge the duty of Prayer in a 


, conceived way,it may be impoſed upon him as a pu- 


1 
n.miſhment to uſe ſet formes, and no other. Never. 


nfeſſor injoyned ſuch a penance; Never 


aw-maker impoled fuch a mul&:Cert4n- 
it wereamoreFuſt- and needfrll 19otibn, 
.aFhat many-who take vpoii. thei topreach, 


en 


(they ſay) 
7 uſedtoa letled no theeares and 


notbut if any man ſhould now refuſe to, 


is) Homilies: Surely were they enjoyned to all, 


— 


0 


A. Defence of the . 


(with ſo ſmall. abuſe of Gods ſacred Word) | 
might (as in way of correction) be injoyned | 
onely to reade Homiilies : But wholees not | 
in this overture, an utter caflation of that Li-# 
rurgie which is pretended to be left free ? For} 
if the freedome of a ſole conceived prayerf} 
ſhall depend upon the luppoſed ſufficiencyÞ 
of the Miniſter, 'ſhew me the man a ; 
five: hundred-of, the forward Artizans, that} 
will confefle, or think himlelfe inſufficient 
for the act, or unfurniſhed with the gifts off 
Prayer, Away then with the Book, whiles it? 
may be ſupplied with a more profitable. non-l 
ſenſe. Surely , where God hath beltowed} 
gifts, it is fit they ſhould be imployed, anc 
1mprovedto the beſt advantage of his people} 
Burt where there is nothing but an 'emp 
over-weening, and proudignorance,there 
great reaſon tor a jult reſtraint. 
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Ghar cavils concerning the Liturgy 
gie are vaniſhed, we deſcend tothe lo Of 


ger quarrell of Epilcopacie : Where.it.is the! q 


5 
- 
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As 
by 
* 
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| ill hap ro ſturnble again arthe encring inco 
£ : 


£7 
A 
+ A 
FX 
"_, 


theſe Liſts: beginning their anſwer (pardon. 

good Reader)witha maniteſt leaſing, whites. 
they dare ſay, that whatſoever hath been ether 
ſpoken, or wrattenby any, either learned Divines, or 
well reformed ( hurches, u taxed by me, as no other 


YE thenthe wnjuſt clamonrs of weak, or fat ious perſons: 
{ Certainly, had I done 1o, I had been no- 
| leſſe worthy ro be ſpic upon, for my ſaucy 
| uncharitableneſſe, then they are now for 
i7 their uncharitable falſhood : After my com- 


laints of the many railing invectives, and: 


5 icandalous Libels publiſhed of lare, 1 came 
a} now to bemoane my ſelfro that high-Courc 
| of Juſtice, in theſe words; © As for that 
cx © forme of Epiſcopall government which 
{ *hath hitherto obtained inthe Church of 
1 © God, I confeſk F am confounded in my 
! *ſelfe ro heare with what unjuſt clamours 
* it is cred down abroad, by either weak or 


< fatious perſons ;, Abroad ( Lay ) in relati- 


; on to both Houſes, leſtany malicious per- 
| lon ſhonld have traduced my words, as re- 
4 flecting upon any free ſpeech, tade in either 


ofthem, againſt ſomeef char calling, allu- 


al dingto thar impious licemioulneſſe of our 


F | frequent. 
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Oud14quam 


dreſs ve- Upon my confoundedneſſe ; I made ule ofthe ;, 
rerss confuſus phraſe,as that whichis taken up by the moſt 
, ni, JUVe elegant Greek and Latine Authors, to. ex-} © 


nal. 


frequent Libellers, -both in the City and | 
Countrey , 'which ſhamefully revile Epi- | 
ſcopacy, as wicked and Antichriſtian; Now | 
come theſe brotherly ſlanderers ( ſure the # 
termes can be no better) and would needs | 
Wier-draw my words as farre as France , | 
Germany, or Geneya it (elf ; and cry out of | 
my Arrogancy; as condemning all Divines, * 
all Churches ; which the God: of heaven | 
knowes never came within the verge of my | 
thoughts; Yea, if I could have been rl 
abominably preſtmptuous as to inlarge my 
[abroad] to other Nations ; yet I beleech you, 
readers,ſeehow well this follows;Epiſcopall | 
Government is with unjuſt clamours.cryed 
down-abroad, by. either weake or factious 
perſons, therefore, whoſoever ſpeaks or 
writes againſt Epiſcopacy, is either weake or 
factious : Brethren, if you have any remain- 
ders of modeſty, or truth, leftin you, cry 
God mercy for this egregious and palpable 
calumnie. 7+ 
Of the ſame ftraine is their witty deſcant? 1 


| 

] 

£ 
"2 
f 
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preſle} © 
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preſſecxrreame forrow-, theſe deep Philolo:. 


gers, (as notſeeming to: know other ſenſe 

take it of a confoundedneſle, through di- 
ſtraQtion;ſure the man is not in his rightwits: M&po, 
aanogOuov eyoudta And how ſo, trowWw: we ? 
Heare how heraves , He talks- of all peaceable and 
right affetted ſons of theClined and cravesan admit- 


tance in all their names, whine all could not take 


| notice of bis- book ; ; doubvſe a deep phrenſie : Bre- 


| thren, Iam till, and ſhalt ever be thus (elfe- 


: confounded, As confidently to ſay, thathe.is 

; no peaceable, and tight afteted-Son- of the 

# Church of England, thardeth nor both hate 

| Libels, and wiſh wellto Liturgy and Epi- 

ſcopacy both which ſurmme up my, humble 
; Remonſtrance. 


-Bur-this- flip; clicy eatifells! SO froatt: 


ri hat other 1s- worthy of a large Dos of Elle- 
| bore;-thar I ſay, Epiſcopall*government, that- is, 
Ma. Lovenment: by Dioco an 1Biſhdp3; derives falſe 


fromthe Apoſtertimes this (they ſay they cannot 


: bat rank: amongſt 'my notorious: ———ipeake out 


; | Maſtcis; I would noethaverhar word ſtick 


| in your reeth; or in'yourthroar;, And why is 
| his truntbs{o/ novprfous ; Becanſe there were n0 


| Dive -- ffi above an bioidred Jedres after Chriſt 


E..2. Now: 


m—__y 


Now Readers, I beſcech you, eaſt back your | 
cies upon thole Lines of mine, and ſee, | 


[8 


whether I make any mention at all of Dioce- | 
ſans, but onely of the ſacred government by | 
Epilcopacy ; Wanton wits mult have leave | 
to play with their owne ſtern; Brethren, | 
what needs this importunity ? Even elfe- | 
_ confounded men doe not alwaies ſpeake |} 
falſe ; What the joynt-conkelSion of all refor- | 
med Divines is concerning the derivation of 
Epilcopacy. from the Apoſtolique times, I 
have elſewhere ſhewed trom ſome, in. the © ; 
name of all; and: ſha} doe againinthedue |! | 
place ; t9 what purpale werethisnnlcafona- | 
ble anticipation? Indeed-no-erue- Divine did F 1 
ever hold otherwiſe: The queſtion-never || 1 
was, Whether Biſhops: were deriyed-from | 1 
1 
l 


v1 
Fi 
f 


the Apoſtles, But what kinde of Biſhopsrhey 
were; For us, # we net deduce ouirs.from 
therg.in. reſpe&; of all zbe. ofſendialls. of our? 
calling, ley, the. ſhame be: ours. Whereas | _ 


world, 3s Saxlandfor exaraple; wherein this 
government. was, nexet knoven for: _—_ Y 


L 


years} 


Wo As AM 
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ll; years rogether,:. Brethren; what:moans't his, 
. Thohie fmapliciey, ar —_— Cauld:ycc 
-þ ne,-me t@ meane,' 

pr tyeedrn ner Foot wr ary 
! nued Line of Bilhopsievet bnce theApaſtles? 
? ſure you cannet ſa wrong; ownjudge- 
. | ments; Alas, weceuldrtellyou of Chu, 1a- 
| bo, Perm, Braſil, New-England, Yirgoia, aol 
.ocbers, that never 'bad: any: By 

7 ng this day { Yer it is never the lefle 
lafe to ſay, that the forma of Gaverameng by 
Biſhops.nahe Qhrifdianiwerld , derives: ac 
ſelfe (wichout igecrruption) from theApa 
ſiles twaes; for-4 nweh as therohath been rio 
timie, rage fiacathem, 4vhereuvy cherefhath 
not been: this forme: at-Epiſcapali-Gevern- 
py re vemgts You-rall nag, rm maar 
times the 0 COts: Were: eſtradteil 2 by 1 * 
Manks, and were without Bihops,turd buondredhand 
| ninety; yes; I ackn ic che words of 7o- 
hows Majer, Iyaiſh:tbey-had nat beew wich- 
; out, c&hesdefore; or fince ;buc viiawigcthis 
: to-myaſletton?Therocould bonorimeerrup- 
= tion of that, which baidias yernbdbeing: 008 


a ict 7 3, KI 
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"211 [You cometo/Fieland; ethers you:thinkto ' 
have meſure; you defiretoknow of the Re- | 
.monſtrant; Whether God: had a Church in Eng- | 
Land in © Marles4ayesornot And if fo, who were © 
then Biſhqs? Surebrethren, you cannot be'ſo |} 
ignorantas you-makeiyour elves ; Have you Þ | 
not ſeen M'' Foxes: Ats' "and Monuments? [ | 
Have you notleen:M-F#: Maſons Vindication | * 
of ourſucceſsion? Ordoeyemakenodiffe-, 
rence berwixran intermiſzion and an inter-| 
Tuption ? Doe ye not know: that even the See 
of. Rome, (which would faine boat of a 
known ſacceſtion)hath:yet been without a 
Biſhop longer thenthe whole raigne of Qu, 
Mary , if we may-beleeveDamaſus himſelfe, 
aftov Martellinus, for 7wyeats;6. meneths,and 
25: dais 7: Anqi6 after vHe- Martyrdome of 
our AthodoxeBiſhops, revolted, orPopiſh 
governors held thoſe Sees, they were corrup 
n their places} -judgerment;- and-praRtife;,” © 
there was hovanunterdbdlitivn. of theiricaf. 5 
ling, which their repentance” teſtored tots © 
VI Wh 1uſtly ayer this\tontinas' G 
vigour. W neIe@) h 
ancetg have beer withour the/comradidtion | 
of any; oneccohtegarion- inthe [Chriſtian 6 
world, you yainly think ro choak —_ . 
| E2 Irory © © 


of 


WHLL.& 
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A ſtory tory from our own darling}, Eleylin, which j 
' tels us ofthe furious violence of the / cap of 
_|® Biſcay againſt the Biſhop of Pampelona, re- 


© portedallo by the Spaniſh kiftory': ra which, 


) © youreferre us; concealing 


| offered them by the Clergy. 


+ # their Biſhop, & forhis lake : 
; | (for the BL _—_ his 


fellowes ; therefore ſome 


nies the fuccelsion- of Epis 
(copall Government, from 


;of either their Chriſtianity, 


; Chriſtian Cangregation de--' 


yer;that which the; 
A [ea hiſtory relares, that this was done upon: 
lome attempts and wrong conceived .to ve 


- — ; 


| A goodly inſtance, and: fitifor the gall af 
| yourinke, and as good a conſequence.: The 
| Biſcainers upon a privatequarrell: are:enra- 
: oed againft the perſon of: Y6u might' as-well have cold us 


our, of the ſdme Anthor, of the 


| ftrange conditionsthat are inuſe 


amongſt them, which they im- 
poſe upon their King, if ever he 
come into.heir coalt ; of his ri- 
ding with one leg bare,and their 


' thdeking of him wich their Mas 


raveiis, 


thetimes of the Apoliles. Of the like validity 
{and judgement is your inſtance of: French; 
” Scotiſh and Belgick Churches: Who Fort. 


or their contra- 


t 

{dition to Epiſcopacy 7 But if you did not 
4 both ſhut! yourown cics, and en- 
{. |deavour to blind the cies of your Readen,you 


” conkd aotbutier; that l imit.the timeunul 
ry) this 


? 
1 
? 

I 


|) 1 of Defoe of the 5 


rhis — Good brethren, whites you 
obje bold to me, learn ro make 
ſome conſcience of truths. Toker paſſe your | ; 
uncrue ſuppeſtitons ©on g my alleion, | 
of oneand theſame forme: of Prayer; conti-/ , 
nued froai Mgfes tothe Apolles, aa Ke” by the | 
Apoſtles, &c. I cannot wonder wich L 
what face you can reckon x amongſt my un-! 
truths, that Epilcopall >Government hath 
continued in his land, ever fnce the firſt}. 
plantation of che Golipd. I challenge you be-}} 
-.: orethat awfull Bar, -to-whichyou have ap-} 
_ pew, narne but one yeace ever finceChri-) | 
nity had footing in England,(which was| 
utider the Britiſh o. Roman Government) 
- * whereinthere wereno Raſhops.m this Land, 
. If you-can; name neither yeate:nor Author 
be end to lay this truth hath» had any 
contradiction,orelſcl hopethe:Readers will 
beafbamed of you. Whar a poore ſhifc is it! 
rorell mebfthe contradictionttiac Epilcopa- ;; 
cic hath had fiace the Reformation *.I can; , 
tell che world that Your felves et; a 
whic of that? Yeu-millikerthe G ; 
you.cannot deny that '1t hath long) co 
nucd; fo'as my aflertion continuts.in 


f 
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©7> landings 
y ; | ble thatthe form of this government hath, 

e | , without contradiction, continued here ever 

C þ ſince the firſt plantation: of the Goſpel. 

Y , | The man. rwtts '1'/till; you ſay, and as think= 

2 ; ing to get credit to his untruths by their multiplica-' 

c tion, dares boldly ſay,that except all Hiſtories all Au- 

bh thors faile them, nothing can be more certaine then 

” this truth:and here you cry out, Os durum and 

tn. aggravate the matter envioully , by the in- 

} ſtance of Divine truths, concerning the 

# maine points of our holy Creede:'Bur,good 

-j firs,doeye bethink' whom you ſpeake-to 

FJ Could you ſuppole ro mitete with fo mieane* 

| readers,as ſhould not know that no phraſe is 

| more ordinary in our hourly diſcourle;then Yerthe 
this; when we would cofidently affirme any'po. S—_ 
ruth, to ſay, Itis fo true'as nothing can be Rrance-are 

| truer?Norto enter into any metaphylicall dj. 2tworving 
: can be amore 
is ſcourle concerning 'the being, or degrees of cc,:ainrruch, 
" truth, (wherein ſome that would: be wile, bur,norbing 
& may perhaps have loſt themſelves) would rene : 
In any man think it reaſonable, thatupon ſuch bs eras. 
t;! an ordinary and familiar aſſertion heſhould 

x, | be called to account: for' the atticles of his 

Creede, and be urged to compare his truth 

| wich Gods ? Away with this witleſſe and 

: G mali- 


 f Defence of the 


malicious intimation : Pardon me Readers, 
thatl have ſpent ſo much time and paper, in 
following theſe triflers ſo clole ; their uncha- 
ritable ſuggeſtious. drew me on, Judge yee 
now whether of. us have more juſt. cauſe of 
indignation. 
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Itherto they have flouriſhed , now I | 
 hopethey wall ſtrike; againſt the Libel- Þ 
lers 1importune projects of innovations,l ur- ? 
ged that were this Ordinance meerly hu- | 
mane, or Eccleſtaſticall, if there could be no 
more ſaid for it, but that it is exceeding anci- | 
enr,of more then 1500.years ſtanding,and in. | 
this land of the ſame age with the Goſpell ic | 
{elt, this might bea juſt reaſon to make men | 
tender of admitting a change; an argument * 
which 1 ſeconded with ſo rationall inforce- 
ment, as willI doubt not prevaile with all | 
unparnall judgements: Now my witty An- | 
{werers tell me this is an argumentum Galeatum. | 
(and that the Reader may know they have | 
feen a Father, cite Hierome, who. gave that ' 
title: | 
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title to a Prologue, but never to an argu- 
ment)and as if arguments were Almanacks, 
rell us, It was Calculated for the Meridian of Epiſ- 
copacy, and may indifferently ferve for all Religions. 
Truly brethren, you have nor well taken the 
heightofthe Pole,nor obſerved a juſt zenith ; 
for could you fay ſo much for the Presbyre- 


” riall government, had it continued here ſo 


| long, Iſhould never yeeld my-vote to alter 
> it; anuninterrupted courle of ſo many years 
! ſhould ſertleirſtill : So as you areplainly de- 
- | ccived, the argament is not calculared' for 
? the Meridian'of Epiſcopacy; bur for whatſo- 
; evergovernment; if {o long time have given 


itpeaccable poſleſsion, there had need to be 


| ſtrong reatons of Law, for an ejection ; But 

E tharic uy ſerve for all Religions, it is butan 
Z envious 

{ Withall,ſave where the ground of the change 

* is fully convidtive,and irrefragable; in which 


uggeftion ; unleſle you 'adde this 


cauſe both the mouthes of Jews, and Hea- 
thens, and Papiſts, and your own maybe 
juitly ſtopped. | 

As. for that overworne obſervation of 


f 

, ome ob! 

e- | Cyprian, that onr Saviour ſayes,T am the way,the 
t | truth andthelife. but doth not ſay, am cuſtome, 
e | | [ 
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44 ——_— Defence of the ; 
| itis nolefle plauſible then ufefull! bur if wee «| 


regard ſonndnefle of ratiocination, it is an | 
Hluſtration meerly negative : ſo we may ſay, 
hee ſaith not, I am realon, I am experience, I | 
am authoxirie, and yet authoririe, experience, 4 
reaſon are worthy to [way with us, in all 
matters of queſtion : and withall, Hee that | F 
faid, 1 am the way, faid, that the olds way was the * 
good: way: and if Cuſtome. without Truch (as | 
that Father ſaid well) be nothing but a gray-| f 
haird Error or, as Sir Francis Bacon witrily, | 
 Antiquitie without Truth is a Cipher with-| 
out a Figuie , yet where Cuſtom & Antiqui-# 
tieare backed with Truth, there they are Fi-J 
gures mulciplied with many Ciphers. 
. As for thetime wherein their learned An- | 
cients afirme, TheChurch not:to have beene 
overned by Biſhops; but by Presbyrers,and | 
a the difference pretendedto be betwixt the ; 
Piimitiye Biſhops and ours, wee ſhall meet” 
with 'it in ſuch duetimeand-place, as ſhall |! 
be juſtly occaſioned : What needs this frivo-// | 
Tous waſte of unſeaſonable words? where-!| 
with ,unleſſe 'thele men deſtred: to ſwell up}; 11 
this their windy. bulke-,j why;doethey tell us f | 
ye againe, of that already anſwered, and | | 
ground. | 
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| groundleſle exception; againſt both ther 
 owneeyes, and conſcience; where I ſay,that 
| © this government hath contihued in this T- 
! land;ever fincethe plantation of the Golpel 
| without contradiction; when as they cannot 
” nameany man in this Nation that ever con- 
t © tradiCted Epiſcopacie, till this preſent age,or 
e | thatever contradicted this truth, that Epilco- 
© Pacy-hath ſo long continued inthis Iland:, 
 whichis the only drift of my words;For alas, 
| could I be ſoſimple as not to know tharthis 
{ age hath bred oppoſition enough to the pre- 
j- | ſent governmenc ? could I doubt whether 
;- | theſe very men oppoſe it? Yer, let the boldeſt 
| forehead of them all denie thar ic hath conti- 
{ nued thus long in this our land, or fay that 
any till this age contradictedir ; fo astharmy 
d? aflertion 1s juſt, their exception falſe;and vain: 
; As for thar ſupplie of; acceſlory ſtrength, 

* which I did fs, Sa raile & evince from 
11 + thelight of nature and rules of juſt policie , 
»./ forthe continuance of thoſe things, which 
| Jong uſeand many laws have firmly _ 


p/ ſhed, as neceſlary , and benehiciall ; it witl 


i» | Rand long enough, againſt the battery of 


d | their Paper-pellets; If ſome ſtatute Laws, 
LI G3 which 
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which ſeemed once neceſlary, and benefaci- 
all, proving afterwards, in proceſle of time, 
noxious and bfirthenſome, have been juſtly, 
and wiſely repealed ; Let them tell mee , 
whether the fundamentall Lawes of the 
Kingdome, upon any mans abuſe, may be 


ſubject toalteration, or whether rather their 


Wiſdomes would not think fit todetermine 
thatthe Laws muſt ſtand, and the abuſes be 
removed, ſuch is the cauſe we have now in 
hand, and if we ſhall goe lefſe: I ſpeak not 
againſt an impoſsibility, bur an caſinefſe of 
change, the queſtion being ſo ſtared (which 
their guiltineſſe would willingly over-look) 
that oc indifferent, or good, having been 
by continuange and generall approbation 
well rooted in Church and State, may not 
upon light grounds be pulled up. 


_—_____lt 


— — — > a 


 Sxzcr. V. 


[ Juftly fetch the :pockegues of our holy cal- 
ling from no lefle then Apoſtolicall (and 
in that right, Divine) inſtitution, and prove 
it from the clear practiſe of their immediate 

ſucceſ- 
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ſucceſſors, and juſtly triumph in that confi- 
dence. They tell me of one ſcruple yet remai- 
ning;It is well jf there be no more: And what 
may that be ? That in Originall authority of Scrip- 
ture, Biſhops and Presbyters went originally for the 
ſame. Alas, brethren, what needed this to be 
a ſcruple in your thoughts, or your words, 
when it is inexprefle termes granted by us ? 
Thar there was at firſt a plain Identity in 
their denomination ; here 1s one page, and 
that not without ſome labour of proofs, idly 
loſt. 

It is true, that the Remonſtrant under- 
takes to ſhew acleare and received diſtinCti- 
on of Biſhops,Presbyters,and Deacons,(out 
of the undeniable writings of thoſe holy. 
| men, which lived in thetimes of the Apo- 
{tles,and after them) with an evident ſpecifi- 
cation of their ſeverall duties : And what ſa 
my Anſ{wererstothis ? Yet, ſay they, Let us 
tell him, that we never finde in Scripture theſe three 
Orders, Biſhops Presbyters,Deacons. Brethren, ye 
might- have ſpared to tell methat which I 
had told you before: I ſpeak of the monu- 
ments of iramedixte {ucceſsion to the Apo- 
ſtoliquetimes; Ye, of the writings of the 

Apoſtles 


— 
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Apoſtles themſelves : How then doe you ei- 
ther anſwer, or oppole my aſlertion ? Al- 
though I muſt alſotell you, that though in 
the Apoſtolique Epiſtles there be no nomi- 
nall diſtinction of the titles,yetthere is a reall 
diſtinction and ſpecification of the duties, as 
we ſhall (ee.in due place. | 


That ye may ſeem notto ſay nothing,and. 


may make your Readers beleeve you are not 


uite forſaken of Antiquity, ye call Hierome, |. 


Chryſoſtome,Theophyla&, Ireneus,and Cyprian ,to 
the Book: And whatevidence will they give 
for you ? That the names of Biſhops and 
Presbyters werenotar farſt diſtinguiſhed, bur 
uſed 431zxgrus, in a promiſcuous ſenſe, and 
that ſome (ucceedingBiſhops of Rome were 
ſtyled Presbyters; This is all :-but chat your 
trifling may appeare toall the World, Name 
but any one of ourWriters, who have kither- 


'roſtood up in the cauſe of Epiſcopacie , that 


hath not granted and proclaimed this which 
you.contend for:Although withall,let me tel 
you,that you could nothave broughta ſtron- 
ger argument againſt your elves : tor hence 
the world ſhall ſee how little force can be 
drawae from the name tothe thing, ſince 


the 
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the mentioned Anicetus, Pius, Fyginus, Teleſ- 
phorus, Biſhops of Rome, are ſo famoully 
known to have beenin an height of cleva- 
tion above Presbyters; And fince Cyprian, 
who'is ſtyled by his Presbyters, Frater,1s ne- 
yer found to ſtyle his Presbyters, Biſhops , 
And _ an holy Biſhop himlelfe,in many 
Epiſtles, ſtifly maintaines the eminence of 
|| His ſuperiority; And is ſome-whiles honored 
+ withthe title of BeatiſSmus Papa Gprianus, 
which I ſuppole was never given to a meere 
Presbyter : But what do here follow them 
who confeflſe themſelves out of the way ? Ar 
laſt acknowledging , that their adverſaries 
confeſle,that which they would needs ſpend 
time to prove; let the names pafle; All the 
| queſtion is of the diſtin&tion of their offices, 
| whichthey wil follow as tedieully as loolly. 
And firft they would faine know whar 
we mike the diſtin& office of a Biſhop, 
wherein they fall ſomewhatunhappily, up- 
on the very words of that branded Erius ; Is 
it ſay they, to edifie-the Church by Word &Sacra- 
ments? Is it to ordaine others to that worke ? Is it 
to rnle','to governe by admonition, :and by other cen- 
ſures © any,or all of theſe belong untothe Presbytery. 
BH __ Con 
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Compare now the words of AZrius, as the 
are related by Epiphanius, whom that Father 
brings in ſpeaking thus, _— Epiſco- 
pacy and Presbytery, There is one order of both 
one honor, one dignity, the Biſhop impoſeth hands, ſo 
doth the Presbyter, the Biſhop doth adminiſter Gods 
worſhip or ſervice, ſo doth the Presbyter; the Biſhop 
ſitteth on the throne,ſo doth alſo the Presbyter-: See 
reader and acknowledgethe very phrales of 
that man , whom holy antiquity cenſured 


init # even in this point both for a frantick man, 


WYPFTTIELD 


Fpiph. 


and an. hereticke ; Brethren, God ſpeed you 
well with your Queſtion ; As forthe firſt, 
which 1s edifying the Church by Word, and 
Sacraments, we make no difference, your 
diſtance may ; we both hold it our worke 
and makeitlo; andifany one have beene 
flack herein, the faulr is perſonall, we nei- 
ther defend, nor excule it. 'The maine quar- 
rell you grant to be in the ſecond, which is 
the power of Ordination ; [impropriated (as 
you envioully and untruly ſpeake) to our 
telves: This you lay was in former times in 


the handsof the Presbyters,and undertake to 


proveir from 1 Tim. 4:14. Negle& not the gift 
which was given thee by Propheſie and by lazing on 


t he 
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the hands of Presbytery,a placethat hath receiv ed 
anſwer wenuvemus; Which I wondet ye can 
ſo preſſe, when Calvin himſelfe, (as you well 
know) in his learned Infticutions , even in 
his laft, and _ judgement, conſtrues it 
quite otherwiſe; taking it of the office, and 
not of themen, (however elſewhere other- 
wiſe) wherein he allo followes the judge- 
ment of Jerome , Primaſins, Anſelme, Haymo, 
Liranus, Eraſmus , and others ; as our learned 
Biſhop Downam hath largely ſhewed. 

To countenance this ſenſe of yours, you tel 
us, you find apwCuried©, fo taken in Scripture, and 
cite Luc.22.66.and AF. 22.5. Wherein you do 
meerly delude the reader;you find indeed the 
Elders of the people fo cajled, but the Elders 
of theChurch never;to make good your own 
conſtruction therefore, you muſt maintaine 
that-Lay-men did and muſt lay on hands im Ordina- 
tion, whichCatvinhimielf utrerly abominates. 

Neither need we to give any other {atif- 
factionts the point, the that which we have 
from S. Paut himlelte, 1 Tim. 3. 6. Stirrep the 
gift of God which is in thee by the impoſition of 
my hands ; mine, not others: I aske then, Was 
Temdthy ordained more then onceonce _ 

| H2 y 
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ly S.Pauls hands were laid upon him, when 
Lakes the Presbyrers 2 Nes,you lay, this was 
a joynt aft of both, elſe the Harmony of Scripture is 
not maintained; Pardon me Brethren,if Ithink 
ME. Calvin was more skilled in the harmony 
of Scripture then our ſelves, yet in his care it 
ſounded well, that arwGvriew, ſhould be the 
Office to which. Timothy was ordained by 
Paul, and not a company of men that ordai- 
ned him , Yet give me leave to-marvell how 
you can have the boldneſle to lay, This power 
1 communicated to Presbyters, when you know 
that not 'onely other Antiquity, but even 
Hlerome himalelf and that Councell of Aquiſ- 
grane which youcite, doe ſtill except Ordina: 
tion, which yer we doe not {o-appropriate,as 
to lay our hands aloneupon the head of any 

Pal 
The third part of our office conſiſts in Ru- 
ling; which though our Biſhops (you ay ) aſſumed 
to themſelves,you will diſcover to have bin committed 
to, and exerciſed by Presbyteriall hands. For evi 
dence whereof you cite Heb.13,17. Obey them 
that have the Rule over you, for they watch for your 
ſouls. Brethren, what an injurious impurtation 
is this? Do we not give youthe title of Ref#o- 
C31 res: 


FLY — = ——-? [ Ty a—_—_ =. —_— — a 


— VWs k = on. » Wn C3 


1 
1 
hs 
{1 
Y 
2 
S) 


© — 


HuMBLE REMONSTRANCE. 


—_— 


J3 


res Eccleſiarum * Doe we not in your inſtituti- 
on commit to you regimen animarum ? Wh 
will ye therefore bear your Readers in dank 
that we herein rob you of your right? It is 
true,that hereis ajuſtdiſtin&tion tobe made L 
berwixtthe government of ſoules, in ſeve- 
rall Congregations, andthe government-of 
the Church, confiſting- of many Congrega- 
tions ; that task is yours, this is the Biſhops, 
wherein their rule yet,is not Lordly, but bro- 
therly, or paternall ; your argument reacheth 
not home to this, and yet you ftrain- thar 
place of 1 Theſ.5.12. beyond the due breadth, _ 
whiles you tenter it out to either a parttie, or 
communitie of cenſure: | 

Injoy now whart you have ſo victorioufly 
purchaſed, but give me leaveto ſumme up 
my reckonings- alſo. Since then (how ever 
the-name was at firſt promiſcuouſly-uled, 
yet) the Office of Biſhops, and: Presbyrers 
differed, even by Apoſtolike Inſtitution : and 
the Acts pertaining thereto, of Ordination, 
and power of ordinary governmentand'cen- 
ſures,werein that very firſtage of theChurch 
manifeſtly. differenced;; therefore Biſhops 
and Presbyters were not one. 
auiy H3 S.n C.T: 
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SECT. VI. 
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HE practiſe of the Apoſtles is fo farre 

W from contradicting their rules, (which 
your brotherly charity would faſten upon 
my aſlertion)as that it is a moſt cleare proof, 
and illuſtration of it ; Their praStile 1s irre- 
fragable in the charge, which they gave to 
Timothy, and Titus, as we ſhall prove in due 
place : Now if to this we ſhall adde the 
unqueſtionable gloſſe of the more cleare 
practiſe of their immediate {ucceflors , I 
know not what more light can be defired 
for the manifeſtation of this truth. Whereto 
ye boldly anſwer, If this gloſs corrupt not the 
text, we ſhall admit it ; iraplying therein, too 
prelumpruouſly, that the univerſall practiſe 
of the whole Primitive Church ſucceedin 
the Apoſtles, may prove a Bardeant-gladl 
ro marrethe Text. 

Brethten,goe you your owne way, tet me 
erre With ſuch guides: But ye are kf 


that 


| {poſed to 
be liberall ; ſomewhat ye will grant us, be- ſt} 
I1des that which we grant you. lt is agreed, | 


|- 
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' | werear firlt promiſcuoully uſed, is yeelded 
by you, That in proceſs of time, ſome one was ho- 
noyred with the name of B 1ſhop, and the reſt were 
» | called Presbyters. Bur what, 1 beſeech y ou, was 
| this proceſs of time * Here lies your either error, 
or fraud: We doe juſtly and confidently de- 
fend, thatthis time had no procefſe at all, ir 
was in ther of the living Apoſtles,which 
we ſhall plainly make good in the ſequell. 
It is alſo yeelded, that this was not [nomen in- 
ane, but ſeconded with ſome kind of impa- 
ricy. What then isthe difference ? All the-que- 
ſtion,you ſays of drvine right, and Apoſtolicall m- 
ſtitutzon of this imparity. Let me beleech the 
Readerto conſtder ſeriouſly of the ſtare of 
this diflerence, in the miſtaking whereof I 
have, not a little, nnjuſtly ſuffered ; And to 
remember how I have exprefled it in my 
Remonlſtrance, fetching the pedegree of Epi- 
copacy.trom Apoſtolicall (and therefore, in 
hat right, Divine )inſtirution:And interpre- 
e ſing my ſelf not to underftand by{divine right] 
0 any expreſle Law of. God requiring it, -upon 
= the ablohute  necelsity ' of ' the- being of a 
}, |Church;, bur an inftirution of Apoſtles , 
th. in|pired 
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that the name of Biſhops and Presbyters 
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inſpired by the holy Ghoſt, warranting it 
where it is, and requiring it where it may be 
had. Now whether itmay bethus Apoſtoli- 
call. or a meerly humane and Fecleftaſticall 
invention, is the queſtion in hand. 

0n your part, you lay, ſtand Jerome, and Am- 
broſe.T'wo ſtife champions indeed. And ſure- 
ly I muſt needs confeſle, this is the onely 
countenance of your cauſe, which yer hath 
been blanked more then once. Jerome tels us, 
you ſay, right down in Tat.1.Idz eſt ergo Presbyter, 
Cc. Our of wholeteſtimony you in ſumme 
colle&, Thar APresbyter and.a Biſhop were ori 
gmally one : That the imparity was grounded upon 
Eccleftaſticall cuſtome : "That before. this priority, 


the Church-was governed.by the common :Councell of 


Presbyters and that 'Brſhops.0ught ſtill ſo to gavern: 
And laitly; that The occaſion of this imparity,was 
the diviſion, which through the Devils inſtinct Fell 
among Chriſtians. You look now that Lſhoule 
tell you that the Book is of uncertain credit 
or that Jerome was a Presbyter, and not with 
out ſome touch of .envie to that higher dig 


nity.he miſſed ; or that wiſer men then.youg - 


ſelves have cenſured him in this: poiit, for he 
£Erianiſme ; 1 plead none of thelc, bur'whiles Mm, 


yoo. 
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you expect thar I ſhould- anſwer to Ierome; 1 
ſhall ſer Terome to an{wer for himſelfe.For the 
firſt, I cannot but putyou in mind, that the 
ſame Father citing the words of the Biſhop 
of Jerulalem, 'Thar there is no difference' be- 
rwixt a Biſhop and a Presbyrter , paſſeth a 
Satis imperit? upon it : but ler ir be ſo. 

At firſt, he layes, Biſhops and Presbyters had 
but one title. So ſay we too; But when began 
the diſtinction? Ye need not learne it of $a- 
ravia,he himſelfe tels you, When diviſions began: 
And when that ?: When: they began to ſay, 1 am 
Pauls, I am Apollo's, I am Cepbas, which was (l 
think) well and high in the Apoſtles time : 
Butthis you would cleanly pur of, as ſpoken 
by Jerome in the Apoſtles phrale,. not of the 
time ofthe Apoſtle: This 1s but a generallin- 
timation of contentions ariſen (though later) 
in the Church. Excuſe me Brethren , this 
ſhift will nor ſerve your trurne : Then, belike, 
there ſhould have been no diſtin Biſhops 
till after-ages, upon this ground, thattillrhen 
there were no driviſions:Oritlo,why ſhould 


ud the remedie be ſo late afterthedifcalſe?'Or 
of]. how cornes he elſewhere to name Biſhops 


es 
0 


made by the Apoſtles, and to confefle that 
[5 I before 
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ſions? Beſides, he inſtanceth in the peculiar | 


miſ-challenging of Baptilme , which only S. 
Paul fpecifieth in his owne time: And Clemens 
feconds him in his Epiſtle tothe Corinthi- 
ans,in taxing the continuance of thoſe diſtra- 
Ctions;lo as by Teroms own confelsion, Epi- 
{copacy was ordained early within the Apo- 
ſtles times. - | -- ob 3 on 

But then, ſay you, Tt was not of Apoſtolicall in. 

' tention, but of Diabolicall occaſion : Weakly and 
abſurdly ; As if the occahon might not be 
devilihh, and the inſtitution divine: As if the 
beſt Lawes did not riſe from the worſt man- 
ners. Were not the quarrels betwixt the Gre- 
cians and. Hebrews forthe maintenance of 
their widows, an evill occurrence ? yet from 
the occaſton thereof was raiſed theOrdinati- 
on of Deacons in the Church. 

Yea but Jerome faith, This was rather by the 
cuſtome of the ( hurch,then by the truth of the Loyd: 
diſpoſition. True,it was by the Cuſtome of the 
Church, but that Church was Apoſtolicall; 
not by the Lords diſpoſition immediarely | 

__ forChriſtgaye noexpreſſerule for it, but me 
 diately it was from Chriſt as from his jaſpi 
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red Apoſtles. Let Terome himſelfe interprer 


| himſelfe, whotels us expreſly in his Epiſtle 
| to Egagrins, this ſuperiority of Biſhops above 


Presbyters, is by, Apoſtolicall - cradition; 
which 1s as much as we affirme. And whiles 
he ſaith, (cotoorbe decretum eft )chatin the time 
of thoſe firlt diviſions, it was decreed all the 
world over, that Biſhops ſhould be ſer up; I 
would faine know, by what power (beſides 
Apoſtolicall ) ſuch a Decree could be {o ſoon 
and ſo univerſally enacted. But Terome faith, 
ThePresbyters governed theChurch by their common 
( ounſell:So they did doubtleſle altogether, till 
Epiſcopacy was letled ; who dares deny it? 
Yea, but he ſaith, They ought to doe (till :So ſay 
wealſo,and ſo in ſome cales we do:Church- 
government is Ariſtocraticall.Neither is any 
Biſhop ſo abſolute,as not to be ſubje&trothe 
judgement of a Synode : Yea in many mat- 
ters it is determined by our Laws; that hee 
muſt take the adviſe and alsiftance of his Ec- 
cleſiaſticall Presbyrery. STEvs 

So then, S. Jerome is in his judgement no 


4 back friend of ours, but-in his Hiſtory he is 


our Patron. With what forehead can they 


;} perſwade their Reader, the Originall of Epi- 


[2 lcopacy 
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{copacie was not in Jeroms opinion fo carly, 
when they cannot but confeſſe that the ſame 
Father hath, in flat termes, told us, that Iames 
was Biſhop of Jeruſalem, Timothy. of Ephe- 
tus; Titus of Crete, that ever ſince the time of 


' Mark the Evangeliſt, (who died hve or fixe 


yeares before Peter and Paul,and almoſt forty 
years before S. John) at Alexandria, (till the 
dayes of Heraclas and Dionyſius) the Presby- 
ters have alwayes choſen one to be their Bi- 
ſhop. 

As for thoſe poore negative arguments 
which follow ,. palpably begging the queſti- 
on,they are-{(carce worthie of apaſſe, were it 
not, that by them they goe about to-confute 
their.own Author, afhirming, That upon oc- 
caſton of diviſions , Epiſcopacie was confti- 
tuted :: bur he ſtands ſo cloſe tohis owne 


grounds as that (contrary to their mil-allega- 


tion of D* Whitakers) he plainly tels chem, 
Epilcopacie. is fo proper a remedy for this 
evill, thatunleſle the Bifhop have a peerlefle 


power, there will be as many Schilmes as 


Prieſts; .che-wotull, experience whereof we 
hnde 1n. the- milerable - varieties of Separa- 


time, at this day.. Goe on, Brethren , fince. 


on 
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you are ſo reſolved, to ſtrike that friend, 
whom you bring in to ſpeak for you; teach 

our advocate S. Jerome, how unlikely it is, 
chat the Apoftles ſhould give way (as he pro- 
feſſes they did )to ſuch a remedie, as might 

rove both: ineftectuall, and dangerous; and 
thar their holineſle ſhould make a tirrup for 
Antichriſt. 


We lookt for Ambroſe to come in next; 


and,behold,you bring ina foifted Commen- 


ter; a man by the convictions of Whitakers, 


Spalatenſis, Cocus, Rivetus, Bellarmine, Poſpevine, 


Maldonate, (as hath beene elſewhere ſhewed ). 


of nota {ufpected onely, bur a crackt credit: 
If it mattered much , what he ſaid, I could 
out of his teſtimonie picke more advantage 
then you prejudice to my cauſe : Bur, if you 
will heare the true Ambroſe ſpeake ; he tells 
you; There is onething which God requireth 
of a Biſhop, another of a Presbyter, another 
of a Deacon; As forthe perſons who brought 
inthis imparitie, youtell us our of the fame 
Authors, The Presbyters themſelves brought it m * 


Witneſſe lerome ad Euagrium. The Presbyters- 


of Alexandria did call bins their Biſhop,whom they 
bad choſen from among themſelves, and placed in an 
I 


3 higher 


A; b. de digit. - 
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higher degree : But, brethren, what mcanes 
this taithleſſe and halved citation ? Had yon 
ſaidall, the place would have an{wered for 
it {elfe; the words are, Nam & Alexandriz 4 
Nam - Many - wb Marco Evaneeliſta, &c. For 
y os F90-dy Procbyteri p kent at Alexandria ever ince 
untn ex ſe eletta,in excelſiori gradu Mark the Evangeliſt, untill 
o_—_ ; TE — » the times of Heraclas and 
: "wg I ed 5 0 Duionyſ1ns Biſhops,thePreſ- 
byters have alwayes called one (choſen out 

of themlelves, and placed in an higher de- 
gree)Biſhop,asifan army ſhould chule their 
 Generall. Why did you avoid the name .of 

[Mark theEvangeliſt butthat your hearts told 

you, that he dying many yeares within the 

time of theApoltles,this election,and appel- 

lation, and diſtinction of degrees of Biſhops 

and Presbyters, muſt needs have been in the 

lite time of the Apoſtles ; and not withour 

their knowledgeand approbation? The Prel- 

byrers then choſe their Biſhops: who doubts 

it? But upon whoſe order, and Inſtitution 

The holy {ave that which S. Paul to the Superinten- 
Ghoſt made dents met at Miletus, Acts 20. Spiritus ſanftus 
=_ vos conſtituit Epiſcopes? T rnarvell. Brethren, with 
Over-ſeers. What tace you can make lerome lay, that the 
Presbyters 


2A 
” of1 


NOTE dy 


bw = fey foth$ ae was ac. 4 


by mM» 


— 
Eo 


HuMBLE REMONSTRANCE. 


I EY os A I ts ttt as 


——— ——_—_ 


63. 


Presbyters themſelves were the Authors of 


this imparity, when as himſelf hath plainly 
aſcribed this to Gods own work, when 
reading that, Eſay 60.17. 1 will make thy Officers 
peace, (according to the Septuagint) Sao ws 
apyores ov, &c. I'will give thy Princes in peace, 
and thy Biſhops.in righteoujneſſe, he applies this 
to the Governours of the Evangelicall 
Church : and the bleſſed Martyr and Biſhop 
S.Cyprian,co the ſame purpole; The Deacons 
(ich. he)muſt remember that theLord him- 
ſelfe choſe Apoſtles, that is, Biſhops, but 
Deacons were choſen by the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves. 

And when ye cannot but know, that the 
Apoſtles themſelves were the immediate 
actors in this buſineſle; if ar leaſt ye will 
beleeve the Hiſtories, and Fathers of the 
Church ; Irene tels you plainly, that the A- 
poſtles Peter and Paul, delivered the Epitco- 
pacy of that Church to-Linus : and, that Poly- 
carpus was by the Apoſtles made Biſhop, 
in Aſia, of the Church of Smyrna : and Ter- 
tullian particularly, that Polycarpus was there 
placed by S. John. 

And S.Chry/oſtome clearly ſayes,that Ignatius 


WAS. 
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7's :evebvre was not onely trained up with the Apoſtles, 
one bur that he received his Biſhoprick from 
98%: them; and emphartically , that the hands 


4: of the bleſſed Apoſtles touched his holy 
© hays 

oe Andlaſtly,the true Ambroſe,(to the ſhame- 
a 7-50; ing of thar Counterfeit, whom you bring 


+» #4172 forth under that name) tels you, that Pawl 


Chrnſolt-rom.s. Ca lames at Jeruſalem, becaule he was made 
7 499.2" Biſhop of that place, by the Apoſtles: your 
ſlip may talk of a Councell, wherein this 
was done : but this is as falle, as himlelfe : 
It is well known there never was any ſuch 
Councell in the Chriſtian world : ſince, the 
firſt generall Synod was the Nicene. And 
leroms | toto orbe Decretum |] as we have ſhew- 
ed, could import no other,then an Apoſtoli- 
442.tp.19. Calla: As tor S. Auguſtme, Is it not a juſt 
wonder,Reader,that thele men dare cite him 
for their opinion, (upon occaſton ofa mo- 
deft word concerning the honourabletitle of 
Epiſcopacy )when as they cannot but know, 
and grant, that he hath blazoned #rus for 
an hererick,meerly for holding the ſame "Te- 
net which they defend ? | 
Laſtly, if Gregory Nazianzen ina pathetick 


Manner 
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manner have wiſhed theabolition of Epilco- 

pacie,(as he never did) what more diſlike had 

he ſhown to it, then he did ro Synods, when 

he ſaid (waStwas auld oder, Ec.) that he never 

knew good come of them? Bur reader,it will 

be worth the while,co inquire into the fideli- 

ty of theſe mens allegations;,Doe bur conlule 

the place of Nazianzen,& thou ſhalc{ 1d that ; 
he 7 eaks not particularly of Epilcopacie, bur 

of all ae5:yia, or precedencie,and of all quar- 

rel{ome challenges of place, & all tyrannicall 

carriage of one man towards another, with- Greg.Naz. | 
ing thatrhere wereno ſtanding upon points Ore. 28. 
of precedency, but every man might bere- 35,426 
{pected according to his vertue : and adding 

at; laſt (Nw autemdextrum hoc, et ſiniſtrum, et 

medium latus,8&c.)But now(laith he) the right 

hand, and the left, and the middle place, and 

the higher and lower degree, and going be- 

fore, and going checke by jole, whata world — | 
bf croubles have .chey brought upon us ? 

Thus he. See then, Reader,whart a teſtimony, 

here is for the-utter abolition of Epiſcopacy, 

from a man who was ſointereſſed in the cal- 

ling, that he was wont to be ſtyled by his ad- 

verſaries Tuzmoxoz@-, The Biſhop of chree 

K Sees. 
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Sees: By this judge reader,of the reſt.Sothen, 
after all the clamours , and colourable pre- 
rences of theſe men, this imparity and juril- 
diction was conveyed from the Apoſtles 
hands, and deduced in an uninterrupted 
Line, through all following ages to this pre- 
ſent day. 

How can this be (ay they) wnleſſe our Biſhops 
will draw the Line of their pedegrce through the lines 
of Antichriſt, and joyne iſſue , and mingle blood 
with Rome * For ſhame, Brethren, eare this 
word ; What ? are there no Biſhops bur at 
Rome * Is the whole Church all the world 
over Antichriſtian, eventhoſe, which are no 
leſſe angry at Romethen your ſelves ? Hath 
not Epiſcopall imparitie continued in them, 
all this while ? Is there no diſtinRion to be 
had betwixt the calling, and the abule ? Tf 
the Ancichriſtian Church have had Biſhops; 
fo it bath had Churches, Scripcures\, Bap- 
tilme, Learning;Crteeds; Becaule we have all 
thele with them, will ye ſay we deduce them 
from the loines of Antichriſt? Away with 
this impotent ſpight,, 'and uncharitableneſle. 
and learne'to be mbre modeſt & truein your 


alkertions,and leſle confidentin your appeals. 


SECT.| 
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Et me balk your idle words ; the queſti- - 
| Wome is of the difference betwixt our pre- 
ſenc Biſhops, and the ancient, this you will 
ſpread forth in three particulars ; The firſt is 
the manner of Election, to theſe places of e- 
minence; which was, of old, ordered, by the privity, 
conſent, and approbation of the people, which you 
eagerly ſeeke to prove out of Cyprian : neither 
can it be Jenied chat-he is full, and pun- 
Etuall in this point : Holy Athanaſius (e- 
conds it; And the old rule was : Electio clerico- 
| rum, conſenſus Principis , petitio plebis ; that a Bi- 
ſhop came in by 'the ſuite of the people, the 
> | Election of the. Clergy, the conſent of the 
Prince. Ye might well have in this caſe ſpared 
. | the fetching in of the good Emperour Con- 

: | ſtantine : doubtleſle this was the manner 

of old; whart variations followed afterward 

in theſe proceedings , our learned D'. Field 

hath wel ſhowed ; bur ſure, this intereſt of 

- | the people continued {o long, even in the 

Roman Church, that Plating can tell us, Gre- prrine in vire 
;. | gory the ſeventh was elected by Cardinalls, ©"*7 

1 K2 Clerks, 
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Clerks, Acoluthites , Subdeacons, Prieſts , 
Abbots, Biſhops, Clergie, and Laitie : The 
inconveniences that were found in thoſe tu- 
multuarie elections, and the ſeditious iſſue 
of them (which Naxzianzen and Enſebias have 
laid before us in ſome particulars) were, I 
ſuppoſe, the caule why they were (in a ſort) 
laid downe ; But an imitation of this 
practiſe , we have ftill continuing in our 
Church, wherein upon the vacancy of every 
See.there is a Conge-deſlire (that is, a leave to 
ele) ſent down fromthe King,to the Preſ- 
byrers (viz; the Deane and Chapter of thar 
Church)tor an enſuing ele&tion of their Bi- 
ſhop; and , if this were yet more free, we 
ſhould not like it the leſſe: But,in the meane 
time, Brethren, how are you quite beſide the 
Cuſhion ? Where the obje&tion was, That the 


Apoſtles Biſhops, and ours were two, in reſpe#t of 


managing their function; And my defence is, 
that ourBiſhops challenge nor any otherSpi- 
rituall power then the Apoſtles delegated to 
Timothy and Titus, you now tell us, of the dif- 
ferent manner of our Elections ; What is this ad 


Rhombum ? we ſpeake of their ations, and ex{- 


ercile of power ,” youtalke of others actions 
_ 
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tothem; Were it ſo pleaſing 'to:'/his Majeſty 
and the State, to decree it, we ſhould be well 
content to ſubmit to this ancient forme of 
Election, the forbearance whereof, is-neither 
our faulr,nor our prejudice : ſoas you might 
well have beſtowed this. breath to a better 
purpoſe,and rather conclude, that notwith- 
ſtanding this forme of different choice, our 
Biſhops and thoſe of former times are not 
rWO. 


SECT. ViIII. 


E E fellow you into the execution 
V - of our Epiſcopall Office, wherein 
you will ſhow ours, andthe Apoſtles to be 
two; ſo clearely, that he who will not wil- 
fully ſhar his eyes, may ſee a latitude of dif- 
ferences and thar in three points: 'The firftin 
2 ſole juriſdiction, which you ſay, was aſtran- 
ver, yea a monſter to former ttmes, and will make 
it good by the power of (that, which in all 
wile writers was wont ta be contra-diſtin- 
guiſhed )Ordination. | 
For this maine point, let my Anſwerers 
| K3 know, 
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know that theOrdination isthe Biſhops, bur 
the ſole (in their ſenſe) is their own: neither 
did our Biſhops ever challenge it, as theirs 
alone, without the Presbyters, bur as princi- 
pally theirs, with them : 19,as if the power be 
in the Biſhop, the a(siftance is from them,the 
practiſe in both : ſos it inthe Biſhops, that 
ordinarily and regularly it may nor be done 
without them, and yet ordinately,it may not 
be done without them by the Biſhop: which 
hath bin ſo conſtantly,and carefully ever ob- 


lerved,thatl challengethem to ſhew any one 


inſtance in the Charch of England to the: 


contrary ; Say Brethren, I beſeech you, after 
all chis noyſe, what Biſhop ever took upon 
him'to ordain a Presbyter alone, or without 
the concurrent impoſition of many. hands ? 
They,no lefſe then Gprian,can lay, Ego & col- 
lege; Alchough Imuſtrell you this was in 
the caſe of Aurelius, made a Ledtor; Andin 
thar other teſtimony, . which you cice ont of 
his Epiſtle 58. he {peaks-onely of the frater- 
nities conſent, and approbarion, not of their 
concurrenceintheir act ;-this is fmall game 
with you. POKEAT UL OL LT: 
Nether is itlefle the order of the Church of 
Cel England 
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England then of the Councell of Carthage, 

Cum or dinatur Presbyter,8&c. When a Presbyrer 
is ordained, the Biſhop bleſsing him, and 
holding his hand upon his head,all the Preſ: 
byters that are preſent, ſhall likewiſe lay rReir 
hands upon his head, with the hands of the 
Biſhop: With what conſcience can ye alledge 
this, as to choak us in our contrary practiſe ; 

when you know this is perpetually, and un- 
failably done by us ? But now, that the Rea- 
ders may ſee how you ſhuffle, ſhew us bur 
one inſtance of a Presbyters regular and pra- 

ctiſed ordaining withoura Biſhop and carry 

the cauſe; elſe you do but abule the Reader 
with an oftentation of proving what was 

never denied. 

But here, by the way, brethren, you muſt 
giveme leaveto pull you by the ſleeve, and 
tortell you of two or three foul (capes, which 
will trie whether you-can bluſh. Firſt, that 


you abule Firmilianus in caſting upon him an Fimmil Op ian 
p Epiſt. 75. 


opinion of Presbyters ordaining, which he 
never held ; He, tn his Epiſtle ro Stephen B1- 
ſhop of Rome, ſpeaking of the true Church 
in oppoſition to herelies, deſcribes it thus, 
(Vhipreſident majores natn, qui & baptizandi, & 


manum. 


71 


A Defence of the 


manum imponendi,et ordinandi poſsident poteſtatem: 
under this name exprelſsing thoſe Biſhops; 
who preſiding in the Church, poſleſle the 
power of Baptizing, Confirming, Ordain- 
ing;you injuriouſly Wire-draw him to Prel- 
byrers,and foiſt in{SentoresetPrepoſitos)which 
are farre fromthe clauſe and matter. Be con- 
vinced with the morecleare words of the 
ſame Epiſtle, Apoſtolss,et Epiſcopss,qui ullis vicaria 
Ordinatone ſucceſſerunt. b | 
Secondly, that you bewray groſle igno- 
rance in tran{lating- Ambroſes [Presbyters con- 
ſignant] by Preſbyters ordaining, Who, that ever 
knew what belonged to antiquity, would 
have beene guilty of ſuch a foleciſme: when 
every novice knowes,that, conſigning,lignihes 
confirmation, and not ordaining ? | 
Thirdly, you dilcover not too much skill 
in not diſtinguiſhing of the ( horepiſcopt : 
lome whereot had both rhe- nature and 
power of Epilcopacy to all purpoles,, and 
therefore might well by the Biſhops licence 
in his ownecharge impoſe hands,others nor; 
And leſle fidelity, in citingthe Councell of 
Antwch, can.10. and the 13.0kthe Councell of 
Angra, it it were not out of our way,to fetch 


them into tryall. Laſtly, 
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Laſtly I cannot but tell you that you have 
meerly caſt away all this labour, and fought 
with your owne {ſhadow for, how ever it 
were not hard to prove, that in the firſt times 
of the Church it was appropriated to the Bi- 
ſhop,to Ordaine, (which you cannot bur c6- 
fel out of lerome andChry/oſtom)yer, ſince we 
ſpeaking of our owne time and Church, doe 
both profeſſe and practiſe an aſlociation of 
Presbyters with us, in the a&t of Ordination, 
whom have you all this while oppoſed ? It is 
enough that you have ſeemed to fay ſom- 
thing, and have ſhowne ſome little reading, 
to no purpole. 


SECT. 1X. 


Er ſtill, you will needs beat the ayre ve- 
furiouſly, and fight pitifully with 

your felves; Alas, brethren, why will ye take 
ſo much paines to goe wiltully out of your 
way, and to mil-lead the reader with you ? 
Who ever challenged (in that ſenſe which 
you faineto your ſelves) a ſole Juriſdiction? 
Why will you with ſome ſhow of learning 
con- 


= | A Defence of the 
confure that,which you yeeld: us to confeſle ? 
we confeſle this [ ſole] cryed-downe by ſtore 
of Antiquity ;- we doe willingly. grant that 
To this pur- Presbyters have, and ought to have, and-ex- 
poſe 1s that erciſe a juriſdiction within their owne 
—_— charge, inforo conſcientie; we grant that in all 
Clemens A- the great affayres of the Church , the Presby- 
x99: ters, whether in Synodes,or otherwiſe, ought 
” to be conſulted with; wegrant-that the Bi- 
Alladedro {hops had of old their Eccleſiaſtical Conn- 
in that uſu- " wh 
all-allegari- cell of Presbyters, with whoſe advile they 
onof A” were WOntto wy greateſt matters, 
4 and we ſtill have ſo; tor to that purpoſe ſerve 
the Deanes and Chapters; .and.the Lawes of 
our Church frequently make that uſe of 
them; we grant, that Presbyters bave their 
votes in provinciall Synods:But we juſtly ſay 
thar the ſuperiority of juriſdiction is ſointhe 
Biſhop, as that Presbyters neither did, nor 
may exerciſe it without him; and. that the 


hls 


exerciſe of external juriſdiction is derived 
from, by, under him to thoſe which execute 
it within-his Dioces. 'Thus, it is to Timothy 
that S. Paul gives the charge concerning the 
rebuke of an Elder, or not receiving an ac 

lation againſt him; Itis to Titus that S. Paul 
leaves 
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leaves the (i:39)zew) correction of his Cre- 
tians; Thus, the Canons of the Apoſtles; xn 
y1dwns, Bcc. Thus the blefled Martyr Ignatius 
| in-his undoubted Epiſtle to thoſe of Smyrna, 
| M»tis pc, 8c. Let no man doeany thing, in, 
| matters belonging to the Church, without now »: 
the Biſhop. 'Thus the Councell of Autioch Timaru 
: | orders, that whatſoever belongs to the * **"*" 
_— is to be governed , managed , and 
diſpoled, by the judgement and authority of  _ 
the Biſhop who hath TH) DxxAnaias Ms — 
vor, the power of thoſe things which be- 
longto the Church. | 

It were caſte to ſurfet the readers eyes, 
with the cleare teſtimonies of Fathers, 
and Councells, to this purpoſe. Our lear- 
ned Biſhop Downam bach given a world 
of inſtances of the ſeverall a&ts of juriſdicti- 
on., appropriated to Biſhops by antiquity, 
exerciled upon both Laicks, and Clergy : to 
him Iremit my reader; So as, you may eafily 
ſet antiquity together by the eares, in this 
point, if you pleaſe; but ſurely, the advantage 
will be ſo farre on our fide, that if you have 
notten fax one againſt you, I will yeeld my 
cauſe, 
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There is great difference of times , and in 
them of faſhions : Inthole perlecuted times, 
when the Church was backed with noChri- 
ſtian Magiſtrate, it was no boot to bid the 
guides of the Church. ro combine their 
Councels, and to: give {trength to their mu- 
tuall actions : when a generall peace once 
bleſſed them, and they had the concurrence 
both of ſoveraigne and ſubordinate authori- 
ty with them, they began ſo much to remit 
of this care of conjoyning their forces,as they | 
ſuppoſed to find leſſe need of it. From hence 
grew a devolution of all lefle weighty affairs 
rothe weilding of ſingle hands. For my part, 
I perſwade my ſelte, that the more frequent 
communicating of all the mas du 
neſle of the Church, whether cenlures or de- 
terminations, with thoſe grave alsittents , 
which in the eye of the Law are deſigned to 
this purpoſe, were a thing not onely unpre-| 
judiciall  ro-the honour of our function, 
but very behovefulltothe happy adminiſtra- 
tion of the Church, 

 Inthemean while, ſee brethren, how you 
have wich Simon fiſhed all night, and caught 
nathing. My word was, that ours were the 
ſame 
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fame with the Apoſtles Biſhops, in this, that 
they challenge no other ſpiricuall power then 
was by Apoſtolique authority delegared to 
Timothy and Titus: You run out upon the fol- 
lowing times of the Church, and have with 
ſome waſt quotations laboured toprove, that 
In after ages, Biſhops called in Presbyters to the af 
fiſtance of their juriſdiction; which is as much to 
me, as Baculus ſtat in angulo, 


CO — 


SS©Y.. IX. 

_— next Section runs yet wilder: I 

| ſpeak of the no-difference of our Bi- 
ſhops from the firſt, in the challenge of any 
{pirituall power to themſelves, other then 
delegated to Timothy and Titus; You tell mee 
of delegating their power to others. Whart is 
this to the nature cf the calling ? Doth any 
man claime this as eſlenriall ro his Epilcopa- 
cie ? Doth any man ſtand upon it, as a piece 


of his {pirituall power ? If this be granted to 


be an accidentall error of -ſome-particular 
man, (for ircannot be faſtned upon all) what 
difference doth it make in the ſubſtance of 
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+ thefunRion? As if ſome monſter ſuddenly 
+ preſented .ir ſelfe to you, you aske, Was ever. 

ſuch a thing beard of im the beſt primitive times ? 

that men which never received impoſition of hands, 

ſhould notonly be received into aſsiſtance but be whol- 

ly intruſted with the power of [pirituall juriſdiftion? 

Let meask you again, Was ever ſuch athing 

heard of, either in the Primitive, or follow- 

. Ing times , that Lay-men ſhould be fo far 
admittedto the managing of ſpirituall juriſ- 

diction, as to lay their hands upon their Mi- 

- niſters in their Ordination ? Yet this is both 

Howloever Joneand challenged by too many of your 

ſome Refor- good friends. Why do you object that to us, 

med Chur- yyherewith the Presbyterian part may be 
ches laid b : 

Hawk morejuſtly choaked ? Bur herein, Brethren, 
you do foulely over-reach,in that you charge 
our Biſhops, as in a generality, with wholly- 
intruſtingthe power of ſpirituall juriſdi&tion 
ro their Chancellors, and Commiſlaries : 
Thealsiſtance of thole which are learned in 
the Law, wee gladly uſe, neither can well 
want in the neceſlary occaſions. of our judi- 
cature ; -butthat wee doe either wilfully 

or negligently deveſt our ſelves abſolute- 

ly of that pawer, and wholly put it in- 
| to 
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to Laick hands, it is a meere ſlander. 

For want of better proofs of the illegality 
ofthis courſe, you bring a negative authoricy 
from Cyprian, telling us, whar that holy Mar- 
tyr did not, That he did not ſend Complainants to 
his Chancellour or Commiſſarie * It 1s very like he 
did not; nor yet to the Bench of a Lay Pref- 
byterie:: But if hedid not commit the hea- 
ring of his Cauſes toa Lay-man, we find that 
ſome others did : Socrates cantell you of Sil- 


—— 


vanus the good Biſhop of Troas, x#/:%y ry; $97#-47- 


waeays, 8c. perceiving that ſome of his 
_ did corruptly make gaine of Caules, 
would no more. appoint any of his Clergie 
(civa ww xm) to be a Judge, but made 


choiſe of ſome faithfull man of the Laity to - 


whom hecommitred that audience,and was 
much honoured for it.. 


What Biſhop Downam yeelds concerning 


the Ordinaries, Vicars, and Chancellors of 


former times, (till Ambrofe's daies) 'thar oy | 
it 


were onely Clergie-men, you reje&t w 


ſcorne, and challenge any man to produce 'the 


names of any -Clergie-man that Was Vicar to Am- 


broſe, or Chancellour to Auguſtine, &c. What a - 


poore brave is this ? I challengeyouto pro- 


duce : 


- 
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| furation; Bur I had rather refer-my reader to 


2 King. 57+ 


duce the name of any Secretary, or Actuary 
that Ambroſe, or Auſtin had : becauſe you can- 
not, ſhall | conclude they had none ſuch ? 
'Thar inſtance of Sylvanus, not long after Am- 
broſe, is evidence enough : But the antiquity 
of Chancellors, which werethe ſame with 
Eccleſiecdici, or Epiſcoporum ecdici, is proveable 
enough , (it it were for this place) and their 
neceſlary ule, beyond the power of your con- 


S.Thomas Ridley, and others that have labou- 
red in thatargument;and appeale to all mens 
judgement how ſoundly you: have (upon 
this ground) proved that our. Biſhops and 
the former were two. 


__— —  — w_—_— 
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SECT. XI. 


T Þ] Ow juſtly may I ſay, Readers, of theſe 
&L 4 mea as the King of 1/ael laid of the 
King of Syria: See I beſeech you, how they ſeeke a 
quarrel againſt me ? My juſt defence was ,chat 
our Biſhops are the ſame in ſubſtance, and 
cfiect , with thoſe which were ordained by 
the Apoſtles : they come now,and tell me, of 

an 


VIM 
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t>d'thar orticy ouch and'reb{+lenprecation, 
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an-oathex officie,a(ed in the high Cemmiltis 


on,andin otr Conſittorics;as iffevery pareit - -- - 


culat manner of Procecdihg in our Courts, 
and judicatures muſt either be patterned by 
the Apoſtolike,or cls. they are utterly un- 
juſtifiable;why do they not as wel chalenge 
us,that we give men the book to touch, and 
kifſe,in taking an oath ?Why doe chey inet 
askey how wee can prove: that thote; Apgs. 
ſRolicall Biſhops had Notarics, Regifters, 
Advocates,Confiftorits? whattrivolous and 
dehiſory exceptions. are- thels to: alb-wite 
menzand how ſtrangely ſavouring ofa weak 
; nt;and firong malice? As: for::yout 
eavilat theoch ex ef pew finceyou wil needs 
draw icin by headand (houldets;how: hetle 
foever it concernes us, I returne you this an= 
ifwer Thar, ifany of onr profetiion haven in 
the preffing. of" 1t exceeded | the: lawfidl 
botinds,I excuſe him not, | defend him not; 
ter him bear away his own Joad; bur zxhefs, 
farely there ismore to beoifaid for it,ghen 


you wit feem to'takenotice'oh, You-agk for 


arty precedent of 7t,ar good amtquity:] give a pro- 


cedenr + ntienc a>blaoſor Exod. SWWIVOES. 


IN 


— 
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in the cauſe of jcloufic, Num. 5. i9. But pers 


catvin x. haps it wil fit you better,that:{ inſtance in 
pſt f 431. M.Calvins caſe, who together with the Con. 


ſitory ot Elders,appointedthe faid oath to 
be givento Camperel a Miniſter of Geneva, 
_ to the other parties accuſed of an offten« 
five dancingin the houſe of widow Balth 
ſar in which corporal oath theee interroga-. 
torics being put tothe deponents, two of 
them are ſaid to be concerning their purpo« 
ſes and intentions, - If yet youcal for other | 
precedents, cal your eys home;and wil you | 
to look into our:Courts-of Kings Bench, 
Gommon-Pleas, Exchequer, Star-chamber, 
wherein the defendant 1s ordinarily put; ts - 
anſwer the.bill, and: interrogatories, upon 
oath. Asfor that old Maxime of Nemotene- 
tur prodereſeipſum , you: may (if it pleaſe you) 
objeCt it aswell'to: Moſes; ta: Caivm,to ons 
Courts;it 18-caftly thus fatiſfed,that noman 
1s bound at.the five a party, ſo.to anſwer 
crximinaus Articles; orfuch as ace Propingus 
attus; (as Lawyers interpret it;)But as Petrue | | 
de Ferraris well determineit, Prodituc per fa- 
mam;tenctar ſeipſum oftendere, cy purgare; when 
.a fame accuſes him he may clear him(clie by | 
i 4 .an 
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an oathir is to be preſuppoted, that a man 


w brought into queſtion by ſome of. thoſe 
Lawfull meancs,which open a-way toa fur- 


ther inquiry ; and then. (as Aquinar well). if 4s: 


there be' a Sem. plene probatto:, or a ſtrong 
fame,or evident tokens, an oath is. ſcaſona- 
bly impoſed : But ſure, the intention of. the 
oath is quite miſtaken,for it is meant to ac- 
quit and juſtifie,not to accule;neither isany 
man prefſed:ro an{wer further,then he is 
| boundin law:neither. are the Gompuliions 


ſimple audabſolute,but onely Caufative,as _ 


the learned Apologiſt hath fully declared. 
It then a Diclefian or Haximiltan(as you cal 
him) ſhall ena&,that theadverſe party ſhall 
not be required to. exhibire ſuch evidences 
as ſhould create troubles to:themſelves,it is 
no other then is every where praftiled in all 
Courts of Iudicature, and'may .well-ſtand 
with the oath ex officto,as it is formerly-Jimi- 


ted. Be adviſed therfore(til you underſtand. 
the.caſe better) to. forbear to talke of the; 

1 - Lampof nature,in the night of.Eth niciſme - 
"| but know, that the light of the law of God, 


and rigtreaſon & common pradtiſce, gi veſufe 
ficient alowance to that which your miſpri- 
LEES M 2 lion 
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fon cavills at,in thoſe, whom ye ought to 
zcknowledge rhe Fathers, of. the.Cl Church: 
You tell us of the cuftome of the Chureb, &r pro: 
teedivngy mm the time off Athanaſiug,ond the rule of 
Gratian;zas if we diſallowed thoſequit cours 
ſes: where there isa direG& 8& . manifeſt accus 
fation and evident proofes to bee had; | but 
what doth this hinder;that in cate of a juſt» 
ly grounded ſuſpition,and a complaint af a 
halfe-proved oftence,a man ſhould manifeſt 
his mnocence by var h? That ye-might teeni 
to have leene the Canon-law, you: tel} us 
that mn ſome caſes it allewes tryall wwhout wiineſſes, 
numely,where the erune may be jaſtly-called nalart« 
ous 8 then deeply expound neteruen, by me: 
nifeſtim therein A contraditing your 
felves;for;ifthat: bemaniſeſ whichs lawful. 
lyknown; by confesſfian,or by-probation,or 
by the evidence of the-thing; what proba- 
rion Tan there be., (beſides confellion and: 
evideneo)withour witnetfes? Bur this&rraur 
15: as trifling,as your accuſation ; and aftcr 
all this waſft of words. , notwithſta | 
ſome perfonall abuſes of Officers in-undue 
ptocefſcs of their Courts., vuc —_—— 
A AD— ——_ "TP 
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Y Ous, next Scion. hath more pompe of 
- reading in it,then the ref, but to as lit- 

. the parpole,] ſhall trouble you withne- 
gleRing-1t3 we cannot anger a gay marr* 
more then in paſſing by him unſeene. ; my. 
ground was,that our Biſhops differ nor in : 
reſpec af any (pirituall power , from thar, . 
which was delegated trom Apoſtolike au- 
thatity, t@ 7 anotby & T tus; you ſpend your! 
time,jn provieg that they differ in therr imploy - 
ment ,taſecular and. ſtate aff atres;but, Iagkews- 
this difference,or fault univerſall, or not; 


_ ſure, you cannot ſay-they are all chus miſim< 


ployed;andif.not,why is this-blame caſtup.- 
on-al?why ſhould the calling,& othersinno.- 
cence {ufter?My cauſe ſhall yeeld you your 
poſtulate herein; and be no whit the worſe, 
1t:is true the ordinary, managing of [ecular- 
affaires,isnot properfor a Bifhop:Chryſoſtoms- 
ceunle]l, 7ultans prathile, Confatines bounty, 
Cyrills infolens powpe, the Romane Biſhops - 
degenerating, intoa ſecular primtipality; 
M: 5: - C 3prians 8 


A” 


to 
_ 


Czprians grave limitation, the juſt: inhibiri- 

- ohs of many Canons, are of an-undoubted 
truth;and we could ecalily{if need were)ad 

many more.to theſc,and tell. you of thoſe 

wu? grorie chat muſt upon:the Apoſtolike 
Canons be avoyded by facred perfons; / and 

-Proder- the rigorous charge of Cyprian, againſt Ge- 
" forte non. 931m vittor, for ordaining Gemmus Fauſt. 
«19 4,2 nus,a Presbyter, but the Executorofhis laſt 
| Fariedlique- will; with many other thelikeinſtances;but 
juin Ec. What are theſe to the work in hand > Two 
| —_ CXCEPtIONs. mult neceſfarily bee-admitted; 
Cypr.#. the one of extraordinary ocficaons,andſer- 


Tre Lz. vices,as,when a. Prince, or ſtate, having had 
5 - avail proofe of the abilities ofan Eccleſia- 
{ticall perſon, ſhall chmke fir, (as now. its 
Jone in this great Northerne negotiation” 
To. call for his Counlaile, or to employ his 
reſent agency,for a time;m'ſome main bu- 
F-eſſe chat may'import 'the publike good, 
and ſafety of the Church, or Common- 
wealth,ſo St. Chryfoftome once;fo St. Ambroſe 
twice, was tmplayetin.Fmbaſlic , - from the 
Emperours: The very trade of Fent-making 
did as much take up St. Paz! for the time, 
.as a ſtate-mployment . might .have- done, 
A 
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and how many have we knowne, that have. = 


(hot unprofitably) profetſed Phyſicke both 
for ſoule and body, and done-much goed mn 
both?The other;ofa charitable imcrpoſiti- 
on in mattersef dificrence for peace andre- 
conciliation;and compoſing of theunkinde 
quarrels of diſſenting neighbours,., where- 
with St.;Ambroſe.and St.: 4 uFr.me were {6 exe 
treamly rakenup,that the latter; makes no jug. x;: - 
little complaint of the importunity of thoſe *'*- 
continuall.igterpellatians; .ſuch,, as both 
his: morning. ſtudies + were diſtracted by- 
them, and-the. afternoon wholly ſpent in + 
them: and profeſſerh, he could.not have the - 

dortunity of opening bis eſtace,and heart-. 
ee Biſko Ambroſe, ; Tal a of that conti- 
nuall audience of cauſes, daily brought be- 
Fore that great Prelatexzfucely,ifthe charigy 
of- more of ours have not rendered them 
more guilty of ſecularity;in this kind, than 
the ſuppoſed ambition of others, there will - 
be no cauſe why our Biſhops,and the Biſh- 
opsot farmer times ſhauld be two. 


SECT. 


tbh nt tr er ere ernment 

T istrue the Remonſtrant ſoarerabove theſe af » 
ter-times , even ds high as the Apoſtles 3 As if 
ou knew not thisbefore;when as all this 
while,you have indesvolred to'ſhew 'thar 
che Apoſtles Biſhops,and otrvare two, We 
do apain profeſſe, * thar four Biſhops chal- 
tenge any other power,then was delegated 
co,and required of Timothy and Firus 4 wet 
ſhall yeeld them uſurpers {7 you' kindely 
.tell us,ſo we deſerve tobe,rf we doe but challenge 
the ſame power,and why fo, I'befeech-youtre- 
rhren?beeaule Timothy and Titus (yee Tay.) 
were Evangeliſts and ſo moped in an bugher ſphere; 
Liberally and boldty ipoken ; but where is 
your proofe?F or Timothy, ye fay the Text is 
cteare:but what Text, what the leaſt mati- 
mation bave you'for Terws ſhrely not fo 
"much as the leaft protttid' ofa conjetture ; 
yet how confidently you avow for both: 
and even for Timothy your gloſſe is clear,not 
our text : St. Pau{ bids hin do the worke 
of an Fuangeliſt, what then,that rather in- 
timates 
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timates that he was none : for he doth. not 
ſay,do thine own worke : but the worke of 
an Evangeliſt : when I tell my friend, that I 
muſt Jeffre him to do the office of a Solici- 
ter,or a Secretary for me ; I do herein inti- 
mate,that he is neither; but ſo for the time 
cmployed;why is it not ſo here? And what I 
beſeech you is the worke of an Evangeliſt, 
but to preach the Evangell,or good tydings 
of peace?So,as St. Pani herein gives no-0- 
ther charge to his Timuthy,then in 2. Tam. 4. 
2.; Preach the Word,be inſtant in ſeaſon , and out 
of ſeaſon: And this you ſay andurge,to be the 
worke ofa Biſhop too;well, therefore may 
Timothy notwithſtanding this charge,be no 
other then a Biſhop: what need thele words 
to be contradiſtinguiſhed?St. Paul ſayes of */ Tin: 
himſclfe,}herets I am appognted a Preacher, 
an Apoſtle,and a teacber of the Gentiles ; what 
ſhall we ſay St. Paul was an Apoſtle,he was 
not a Preacher,or not a DoGor, but an A- 
poſtle? You diſtinguiſh of Evengelifts ; the 
word & taken either for the ped ofthe Goſpell, 
or for the teachers of it and why then was not 
St, Paul an Evangeliſt,who profeſſed to be 
a teacher of the Goſpell unto the Gentiles, 
N Thele 
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Theſe tcaching Evangeliſts, you dreame to 
be of two ſorts;tbe one ,thoſe that had ordinary 
places and gifts;the other extraordinary ; bur tell 
me firs, for my gb, nas do you finde 
_ thoſ&ordinary-placed, and ordinary-pifted 
Evangelifſts ? unlefle you mean to comprſe 
all Preachers under this name ? and then a 
Biſhop may be an Evangeliſt alſo;lo, apehe 
difference of i Brſhop and an Evangeliſt'va- 
niſheth. The truth is, theſe ordinary Evan- 
geliſts are a new fiftion; their true 1mploy- 
ment was to be ſent by the Apoſtles, from 
place to place; for the preaching of the Go- 
ſpell, without a fetledreſidence upon. any 
one charge:upon this advantage,you raiſe a 
Night argument, that St." Paul” beſought T t- 
mothy to abide at Epheſus, x, Tim.'r. 3. which 
had been a-needleſſe importunity if be had the Epiſ- 
copall charge of Epbeſus;for then he muſt have ne- 
ceſſarily reftded there:whereas you recite (eve- 
rall proofes and occafions of his abſence, 
which will appear to be of little force, ifa 
man doe duly conſider the ſtate of thoſe 
times: the neceſſity wherof in that firſt plan. 
tation of the Goſpell, made even the moſt 
4xed Sars planetary,calling them,frequenr- 


ly 


at. 
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ty,from the places of their abode ; es thoſe 
ſervices which were of moſt uſe forthe ſuc- 
ceſſe of that great worke + yet fo, as that'ei- 


ther after their erratids fully-done, or upon :- 


all opportune intermilſions ,' they returned 
to their own Chaire : The ſtory therefore 
of thoſe zournal computations might well 
have been ſpared, ' oo nent 
Your argument from Panls calling the EI- 
ders of Epheſus to Miletus, how ever you lean 
uponit;it willprove bits Reed; (47.12 7 
Your ſelves confe{ſ/I know! not upon 
what certaine ground Yhat Timothy was at the 
_— ern es St; Paul: Hadlbe been 
Biſhop there,the Jpoſtle Cyou' fay) 'mſtial 
efpddy the Eldes wn Tn fel the keep 
Chriſt would have given that charge to Timothy, 
and not to them: "Beſides ihe ApoſWe' would not have 
fo forgotten bmaſelft ar to caltthe' Blders Biſhopy, 
before the Biſhops face ; and would bave grven 
them ſome 'threfttons , how toicarry themſelyet to 


their Biſhope-lii all whicti;brethren, ou poe 
upon wrong ground; wil ye grant that thefe 
alſembled perfons were 1 ers,” andnot 
Biſhops? under fome Biſhop, though nor un- 
der Ttmothy?otherwife, why doe you argue 

6 f N 2 from 


A De fence of the | 


$T17K0T 0s: 


fromthe want of direftions to them, as infe- 
riours? but if they were indeed Biſhops, and 
not mere Preſbyrers, | (as the word it ſelfe 
imports)your argument 4s.loſt;For then the 
charge is cqually given to 7 imothy., and all 
the reſt;andit was.no forgetfulneſle to call 
them as they were,you are ſtraight ready to 
reply,bow unpeſſible it is (according to us Ybere 
ſhould be many,"Biſbops in ane City ;and here were 
many. Precbyters from-Epbeſur:hut let me mind 
you,that though theſe Pregbyters were ſent 
for from Epheſur , ryct they were not faid to 
be all of Epheſus :T hither,they were called 
to mect St," Paulin all likelthood, from.di- 
vers parts, which he ſeemesto-imply,. when 
he faith ; Te al 1among ſt whom I bave gone prea- 
ching the Kingdemeof. God; intimating the, (u- 
per: mtendentgofeverall places;fo as, not- 


withſtanding thele urged probabilities, Ti- 


mothy NA have beene, | both before this 
time and at that-preſeart Biſhop of Epheſus; 
after which , | if Paw/tookehimalong with 
him to Hieruſalem , 'this is no derogation to 
his Epiſcepacy: Andiif Timothy were yet, af- 
rer this,priſoner with St. Paul at Rome, (as 
you argue from Hebr, x 3, 23.) this isno de- 
" rogation 
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rogation from his Eptscopacy.at E& pheſus ; but 
to cut the ſinewes of all this ſtrong proofe 
of your a 1063p ay 1s more than proba. 
ble, that, whereas the whole hiſtory of the 
At ends with Pauls firſt becing, at Rome, 
that Apoſtle {urvived divers years; and.paſ- 
ſed many travells, and did many great mat- 
ters, for the plantation, and ſetling of chur- 
ches, whereof we can: looke for no account 
from Scripture, ſave by ſome glances in his 
following Epiſtles ; into. which time theſe 
accurrents concerning T mothy qzad* Titus, 
his ordination did fall, as. may be juſtly pre- 
ved out of the Chronologicall table of the 
experienced 7acob Cappellus,compared. with 
Raromw :\Now then.; the Reader may take 
his choyle, whether he will believe all anti- 
quity, Ghat.have medled with this ſubje) 
affirming\Timothy to haye been biſhop of E- 
pheſus,or whether he wil believe a new hat. 
ghed contradiction. of yelterday, railed out 
of imaginary probalulitics; Shortly, it isfar 
cnough from appearing,that Timothy was.no 
"Biſbop, but a Miniſter, an Evangeliſt a fel. 
low-labourer of the Apoltles,an Apofile, a 
Meſſenger of the Church;it rather appeares 
that he was al theſe in divers fences, and up- 
N 3- _ 
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on leyerall occaſions. | 
The like yea fay of Titar , whom you are 
pleaſed to create ati Evangeliſt,not being a- 
ble to ſhew, that ever God made him fo; 
ſave in that generall ſence that mighe well 
{tand with Epiſcopacy;you tel us a ſtory of 
his perigrination in the attendance of Paul, 
wherein you ſhall not expe any contradi- 
ion ; but you ſhall grve me leave to take 
you tripping in your own Tale:from Ci/icta, 
you fay,Paul paſſed to Creet where he left Titus 
fora ohitcts ſet m order things that remain : this 
(for a while) you put into a different Chara- 
cter,as if it were part of theText;and guilti- 
ly tranflate (ranbrofle) things that remiaine, 
whereas ours turne it(in amore full expreſ- 
ſion of an Epiſcopal power) things thet are 
wanting,or left undine;but this isnot the mat- 
ter,you do yet again repeat the(for awhile) 
urging the ſhort time that Tar could bee 
lett at Creet,and yet, im your own margirivl] 
computation there is 6 teſſe (diſtatice' vf 
time, betwixt this placing'iin Creet,' and ſen- 
ding tor him' to his next remove, unto Nero- 
polis,thi betwixt the year 46 & 5 1.the ſpace 
of five years, which was a large gap of ttme, 
vida 
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in that unſetled condition, and manifold di- 
ſtra&ive occaſions of the Church; It after- 
wards hee were by Apoſtolicall command 
called away to tend the more concerning 
ſervices of the Church ; this could no whit 
have impeacht the truth of his Epiſcopacy ; 
but the truth is, he was ordained by St. Paul 
afterall thoſe journeys mentioned in the 
Atts,(andas Baromus with great conſent of 
Antiquity computes it )a year after T1mthy; 
{o,as you may well put up your concluſion, 

as rather begged than inforced , aud caſt xr 
upon the Readers courteſie to belceve you 

againſt al antzquzty, that Titus was an Evange- 
lift and no Biſhop ; Where as thele two.may 
well agree together , he was an Evangelitt 
when he travelled abroad ; he was a biſho 
afterwards, when hee ſtayed and ſctled ar 
home. | 

You objc& to your ſelfe the authority of 

ſome Fathers ,that have caued Timothy and Tis 
tus Biſhops:Somezname if you'can, that Fa- 
ther that hath called them otherwiſe:away 
with theſe envious diminutions, when yea 
have a cloud of witneſſes of much antiqui. 


ty,which averre Timothy and Titur to: have 
both 


both lived, and dyed Bſbops,the one of E- 
pheſus ,of Creet the other : yea but. ſs ſome Fa- 
thers bave called them Arch-biſhoaps and Patri. 
archs too: What of that ? therein they have 
| then acknowledged them biſhops , para- 
mount 3 andif 7:tus were Biſhop of Creet, 
which was of old (#waryra }the hundred-ci- 
tyed Iſland, and Timethy of Epheſus the Me- 
tropolis of fie, the multitude of the terri- 
tories under them, whiles it inlargeth their 


charge, doth detract nothing from the uſe | 


of their office. | 
Secondly you tell us from learned D, Ray- 
nolds,that the Fathers when they called any Apo- 
(He Brſbop,they meant ut in a generall ſort, aad ſig- 
nification; becauſe they did attend that chinch 7 
a time and ſupply that roome i preaching the Goſ 
pell,w hich Biſbops did after not intending it, as it 
is commonly taken for the overſeer of a particular 
Church,and Paſtor of a ſeverall flocke: but,what 
is this to Timothy and Titus 2 youſay, the 
ſame may be ſaid of them,, but the DoQor 
gave you no leave (o to apply it;neither do 
we, Althoagh to lay truth, all this diſcourſe 
of yours is ( «7s «af ) needlefſe and extrava- 


gant:whether Timothy or Titus were Evan- 


geliſts, 
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rm—_ ſure 'we are, thatheere they 
and for perſons charged with thoſe Offi 
ees,and cares which are delivered t6 the or- 
dmary Church governours', in all ſuccee- 
ding generations : ' And we do moſt juſtly 
take them, as we finde themzand with our 
firſt confidence maintain;that we challenge 
no other ſpiritual} power,then was delega- 
ted unto them, and unto the Angels of the 
Afan C burches , you meane to confute us by 
queſtions;and thole ſo poore and fiivolous, 
as are not worth anſwer;faſtning that upon 
ſome particular abuſe, which wee diſclaime 
from our calling;as if under th:s claime,wee 
were bound to jultific every act of a Biſhop. 
To anſwer you in your own kind : when,or 
where did our biſhops challenge power to 
ordaine alone, to govern alone ? when 
(though you 1gnorantly turne an Elder in 
age, to'an Elder in Office) did our Biſhops 
challenge power to paſſe a rough and unþe- 
ſeeming rebuke upon an Elder ? Where 
did our Biſhops give Commillion to Chancel- 
fers', Commfarits ,, Officials ; to rayle ypon 
Presbyters, -or to accuſe them withopt juſt 
grounds, -and without legall PR 
O 
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As for yourlaſt queſtion, maſt xe] you it is 
no better raiſed then uponan ;gnorant ne- 
gative: Did the Apoſtle lay, reze& none but 
an Heretick:?  Did;he not wiſh, would to 
God theywere cut off that trouble.,you.? Ig 
it not certainly proved true,that fome Saſ- 
maticke may be worle then, ſome Hereticke; 
which I ſpeak notiſo,, as to traduce. any.of 
our unconformiag brethren, whoſe conſci- 
encesare unſetled in the point ofthis mean 
ditterence, as guilty of that hatefyll- crime: 
but to convince theablurdity of our queſtt- 
oniits.; after whoſe.ull raſed cavills;thugftul. 
Iy anſwered, we have no cauſe to feare,up- 
on their. ſuggeſtions , to bee diſclaimed As 
uſurpers. 

From Timothy and Titus you defpend) to 


the Angels of the ſeven: Aran Churches; 


which no ſubtilty at all, but. the common inte- 
reſvo# their condition, hath twiſted foge: 

thbrini our defence. | 
In the' generality whereof 1 miſt remo- 
nith'my Reader, that this-Piece of the, tagk 
fell unhappily upon ſome dull. and tedious 
hand', that cared not how, oft ſod -Cole- 
worts he difhed out to his credulous gueſs; 
& 4 


YM 
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I ſhall (what.L may )preyenttheir-ſurfet; ;- 
Your ſhift.is,that the Angel 19here taken, cel. 
leftrvely, not mdrvidually : A conceit, which 
1f your ſelves, certainly no other wiſe man 
can cvyer believe ; for if the intereſt be com- 
mon and <qually appertayning toall, why 
ſhould one be fingled out above the reſt ? If 
you will yeeld the perſon to be ſuch,as had 
more than others, a right in the adminiſtta- 
tion ofall, it is that we ſeeke for : Surely, it 
did in ſome ſort concerne all that was {po- 
ken to him, becauſe he had the charge of al: 
but the direCtion is individuall, as *Beza 
himſelfe takes it ;ias if a Letter be indorſed 
from the Lords of the Counſaile to the Bilhe 
op of Durham or Saliubury, concerning ſome 
affaires of the whole Clergy of their Dio- 
ceſle, can we fay that the name Bilhop,, is 
thereno other then a colleGive ; becauſe 
the buſineſſe may import many ? verily I do 
not believe that the Authors of this {ence 
can believe it themiclves/: Toyourmnvinct- 
ble proofes:: Inthe Epiſtle to Thyatirs you 
lay it is written (vgirfxiya, ue ris mee) T fay to . 


30%, and totbe.reſt;;: where (by you). muſt (a5 rev4ug 


th 


you knagine) bedignified, the.Governours;: | 
Y nl | 2 by 
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bythereſt, the people. : but what if the 
better Copyes read, (073 xiyuritc unite ) T ſay 
to you, the reft in Thyatira, without the copu- 
lative, as is confeſſed by your good friends; 
where then ts your doughty' Argument ? 
Here are no diviſions of parties,bur the Pa- 
ſtor and Flock. And truly thus itis ; and: 
my own Eyes have ſeen it, inthat noble 
Manuſcript,written by the hand of Tecla (as. 
is probably ſuppoſed )lome 1300. yeatsa- 


oe, as Cyril, the late renowned Patriarch. 


of Conſtantinople avoweth;your goodly proof 


therefore 1s in the'ſuds. But to meete with 
you in your ownkinde, if you will-goe up- 
on divers Readings ; what will you ſay to. 
that ver{ 20 where the Angel of Thyatzra is. 
encharged: Thou fuffereſt a wang od Idtice 
(thy wife Iezebell) (for ſo'it isin very good 
Copies) toteach and ſeduce;yea ſoit is in that 
memorable Copy of Tecla , forementioned, 
which 1s to be ſecneinthe Princes Library, 
under the, cuſtody of the induſtrious and 


learned Mr- Patrick Young, as my owne cycs 


ano- can Witneſſe :- and thus St. Cyprienreadsit 


of olde'  .What : ſhall wee thinke ſhee-was 


—_ *.  o_ [ 


wife to the whole company ,, of to. owe Biſhip a- 
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lme3 T leave you: ro - bluſh;, "for. the 
ſhame this very proofe alone: caſts upon 
your opinion : Secondly, you tel us, 
it 1s-uſual] with the Holy /Ghoſt,. even 'an- 
this very booke; to:exprefiſe a company 
under one ſingular perion : as; the 'Beaſe 
i the Crvull ſtate ; the Whore , avd the falſe 

Prophet , the Ecelefuaſticall fate of: Rome :: 
But:what if it be: thus ini viſions, or em- 

blematicall repreſentations? ' muſt it needs. 
be ſoin-plaine narrations, / where it is li- 

mited/by juſt Pradicates-?-or becauſe it 4s: 
ſo in one phraſe of ſpcech\, muſt"ie'bee: 
ſoinall > Why. doe: you. not as well ſay,, 
where the Lambe is: named, or the Lion 

of 7uda, this 4s.a colleCtive of many: z- not 

an individuall ſubje&: :.:The ſevew! Angels, 
youay,,/that blew. the ſrven trampets- ,- and: 
poured out the ſeven-phialls , are not to bee 10hew 
luerally, but ſynecdechically';, perhaps 1o,, 
but-then the ſynecdoche [yes: in- the ſeves, | 
and not \in-the- 4ngels :::' fo 'Þ grant you: 
the word Fngel, is here: wemphoticalt but 

you are no whit nearer to yrs ntagnad ſ- 


"Thee i A, R ffi 
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' proofe,;! that it «x not meant.of one pexſon hlone , 
heing a.cOmmon name to all: Gods Mmniſters, oy 
«Meſſengers: As if he did not well know this 
that directed theſe Epiftles :. and if hee-had 

JLo.meant it, badit not been ascafice to have 
| negtinnas moxe as-one:?; Had he ſaid, the 
W nels of. the Church of Epbeſus., or Thyatira, 
the-caule had been cleare : now, hee ſayes 
the Angell ;ay-@ the denoted | perſon-muſt 
-be ſingular ; for ſurely you.cannot lay that 
all the Presbyters at Epheſus were one An- 

el : The ſame reaton holds. for the Stars:: 

Tad hefid, tothe Starof Epheſus, 1 ſuppoſe 
no body-would have conftrued it of many, 
but ot one eminent perſon - Now he {peaks 
.of ſo many;Sars, ——_— to wit, (even 1 in 
thoſe ſeven! Chabathren TATE 

: Yaurfourth Avgument from the Text i 1. 

AElfe,-ts no better then ridiculous : poorely 
. drawn-from what tt doth not lay : Lo, .hee 
 * Gith, ther .C andieſhicks which thou ſaveſt 'are 

the 7,;Cburchex: but hedoth notſay, the 7. 
) Go are the 7: fs + of the ſeven Chur- 

-ches : but, the Angels of the 75, Churches, For- 
bear, it you can, Readers, to ſmile at thiseu- 
ous fubtiley! z: par 5. the: ſep#n*s not 

twice 
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_ twice :erepeated, If nieutioning. the Angels, 


there is a deep myſtery in the omiflion: what. 
Cebalifme' have we here # Had he aid, the. 
feyan'Stars arethe ſeven Angels of the ſeven chur= 
ches, now,all had been "ate he ſaith not 
fo, but onely thus; the ſeven Stars are the An. 
gels of the ſeven'Churches , It is plaine, that e- 
very: Church hath his Angell mentioned , 
and there being {even Churches how many 
Angels, I beſcech you, are there ? now. be- 
cauſe he doth not ſayexprelilcly, in termes, 
ſeven Angels of ths ſeven; Churches,we are foy- 
led m'our proote ; judge Reader, what to 
expect of ſo deep ſpeculations. 

Laſtly, tis evident (you lay) though bat one 
Angell be mentionedimtbe. front , yet the Epiſtles - 
themſelves bededicated to all the F and iMi- 
niſters,and to the Churches themſelves ; who e- 
verdoubtedit 2: the foot of every Epiltle 
runs (what the ſpirit ſaith into the Churcbes))nox 
to one'Church, but to all-ſeven : If therfore 
you argue,that the name Argel is colleCtive, 
fay alſo that- every: of thele ſeaven An- 
gels,” is the whole company of all the ſea- 
ven Churches; which,wereia fqule.non- 
{ence 3 you might have ſaved the. labour 

4 both | 
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both of Anſbertur', andthe reſt of your Au- 
thors, and your own ; we never thought o- 
therwiſe,but that the whole Church is ſpo- 
ken to ; bur ſo, as that the Governour or 
Biſhops fingled out, as one that hath the 
maine ſtroke in ordering the affairs thereof, 
and is therefore cither praiſed, or challen- 
ged, according to his carriage therein ; al. 
though alfo there are ſuch particularitics 
both of commendations, and exceptions, 
in the body of the ſeverall Epaltles, as can- 
not but have relation to thoſe ſcverall O. 
ver-ſcers, to whom they were endorſed, as 
I have elle where {pecihed ; Hadallthe 
Presbyters of Epheſus loſt their firſt love; 
had each of them tryed the falfe Apoftles ? 
Had all thoſe of Sardis a name. to live, and 
were dead ? Were all the Laodicean Miniſters 
of one temper ? theſe taxations were no 
doubt of indiv 1duall perlons, bur ſuch asin 
whom the whole Churches were interc(- 
{cd. SURE 116 
As for thoſe conjecturall reaſons , which 
you frame ro your telves, why. the; whole 
company of Presbyters'ſhould be written to 
under the fingular name of an Angel, if yee 


pleale 


—— 
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pleaſe your felves with them, it is well;from 
me they have no cauſe toexpe@an anſwer: 
they neither can draw my aflent, nor merit 
my confutation, | ' 


' Take heed of yeelding that, which ye can- 


not but yield to be gran ted by D.Raynolds 8: 
Mr. Bez.a, DoGor Fake, Pareus,and others, 
that the Ange/ is here taken individually; 
but ſtill if you be wiſe, hold your own; that: 
our cauſe is no whit advanced,nor yours im- 
_ by this yieldance : Let hmm have 
eenan Angel, yet what makes this fora 
Dioceſan Biſhop * much every way .-. Forif 
the Church of Epheſar (for example) had 
many Miniſters or Presbyters init to in- 
ſtrut the people in their ſeverall charges, 
(as it is manifeſt they had) and yet but one 
rime Over-ſecr,which is ſingled out by the 
femi- 

nence, the Ange/of that Church, it muſt needs 
follow, that in St. Fobns time there was an 
acknowledged —_— in the govern- 
ment ofthe Church : ut therewere many 


Angels in cach,and yet but one that was the 
Angel, whocan make doubt ofan inequa= 
lity 2 


P Ic 
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- Iris but apittitull ſhifethar youmake; in; 
pleading thet theſe Angels(if Biſhops) yet were: 
ngt Dioceſan Brſheps ;. for that Pariſhes were not 
divided mto Diceſſes ( 1 had thought Dioce- 
ſeaſhould have been divided into” Pariſhes 
rather) i= $. Iohns dayes © for by the ſame: 
reaſon, I may as-well argue, that they were 
not; Parochial Brſhops neither , fince that: 
 thetino Pariſhes were as yet diſtinguiſhed: 

 Asif you had reſolved to.ſpeak nothing but- 

Bulls, and Solceciſmes.; you tell me, -that the 
ſeven; Stars art ſaid to be fixed tn their ſeven Can- 
deflicks-; whereas thoſe Stary ate ſaid to bee 
ib theright hand. of the Son of God : But 
(lay you ſtill )netione Star wafover divers Can. 
dlefitcky > Truly.no ;;who! ever faid, chat one 

Iwas overall the fever'Charches? but. 
that each-of. theſe famous:Churches were! 
under theirown Star, or Angel ;' but thoſe 
churches iCyou ſay) were not Deoveſan'' i How! 
doth thatappeare'? Beeauſ#firfh Tmilel',- wil 
the old tranſlation calls them ſeven congregations”: 
for anſwer,who knows not that Tmdall,arid 
the old Franflation are ft1ll wont to tran. 
late the word chweb, whereſoeyer they finde 
it, by Congregation, which ſome Papiſts have 
layd: 
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laidin our diſh : Leamed1 Dodtor Fulk hath 
well cleared our intentions herein from 
their cenſure : Tindall himſclfe profeſſes to 
doeit out of this reaſon, becauſe the Popiſh 
Clergy had appropriated to themſelves the 
name of the Church ; but however , they 
tather made uſe of the Word ; z'yet not (Þ 
as. that hereby they intend onely to figni- 
| fe Fariſhionall meetings, So Epheſians 2. 
To the intent that now to the Rule, 
and Powers in heavenly places , might 
bee knowne by the Congregation, the 
manifold Wiſedome of GOD; Doe wee 
thinke this bleſled Revelation confined 
to a Pariſh, or common to the whole 
-Church © of God” ? $0 x, Corinthuans 15. 
they turne, Tam not worthy to bee -called am 
Apoſtle, becauſe Þ perſecuted "the Congregation of 
GOD : Doe we thinke his cruelty was 
confined toa Patiſh 2 So Hattbew 6. 16. 
Upon this Rocks will I build my Congregation: 
was this a Pariſh onely ? So o; iT. 
Herod the King ſtretched out bis hands to vexe 
certaine of the Congregatron Was his malice 
onely Parochiall: ? hw ſecondly,ye cel} us 
that in Epbeſus, which was one of thoſe 
P32 Candleſticks, 
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Candleſticks, there was but one flock, 4s 
20, 28, Yea, but can-you tell us what kind 
of Flock it was, whether Nationall, or Pro- 
vinciall,or Dioceſan? Parochiall (I am ſure) 
it could not be : you have heard before,thar 


.thoſe Elders.or Biſhops were ſent: for from 
Y Epheſus : But that they were all. of Epheſus 


it. cannot be proved; when all of TT then 
are bidden to take heede to the Flocke of 
Chriſt, whereof they are made aver-ſeers, 
each 1s herein charged to look to his owne 3 
andall are in-the next words. required to 
feed the Church. of GO-D, which he hath 
purchaſed with his owne blood: So as your 
lecond argument.is fully anſwered in the ſo- 
Jution of the firſt;and in the former paſſages” 
of this Section. The advantage that you 
take irom Epipbantus, affirming that divers 
Cities of that. tume might have two-Biſhops, 
whereas: Alexandria held cloſe: to one, 
can availe you little when it ſþall bes 
well, weighed: ; firſt , that your Tenet 
{\uppoſerh and requireth that every Preſ- 
byter ſhould bee a Biſhop, and therefore (if 
your cauſe ſpeed) there ſhould be no- tew- 
er 
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er Biſhops than pariſhes. Secondly, that 
the practiſe of the whole Church, both 
before and after Epiphamus, is by ſuch cleate 
teſtimonies convinced to be contrary : fa- 
mous ., and irrefragable, isthat Canon of 
Nicen Councell; te ,&c. that in one Cary nm 
there might not bee two Biſhops: ſo before 
this, Corzelius writing to the Biſhop of 4nti.. 
och obje&s it ſcorntully tro Novatian, that 
hee did not know ta nionm v7), &c: that 
in a Catholike Church there ought to 
be but one Biſhop; And it is a knowne word 
of the Confeflors of old,in Cyprians time,one 
G OD, one Lord, one Biſhop : Make much 
(if you _—_ ) of this conceit of yours, 
that Eppbanuu 'his Neighbour-hood might 
acquaint him well with the Condition of 
the Afran Churches : But: let mee adde, 
that you ſhall approve your ſelvesmeere. 
ſtangers to all;the rules and. praGtiſes of 
antiquity : if you: ſhall. ſtand upon! the 
oenerall plurality of: Biſhops: in the fame 
City, or Dioces: And laſt. of all:, - re- 
member, that Bpiphantur reckons 'up.Z- 
r' as:an Hereticke, for holding -Presby. 
ters<quall with Bithops. : 
| Fi Your. 
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Your third argument, that there is nothing 
ſaid in theſe ſeven Epiſiles, that inplyera 
ſupertority , 48 anſwered by the very Su- 
perſcription of cachLetter,which is, awins 
Tothe Angel: and much more by the matter 
of the ſeverall Epiſtles :: For 'what reaſon 
were it for an ordinary Presbyter to bee 
taxed for that, which hee hath no power 
to redrefſe ? That | the Angel of *Perge. 
mus ſhould bee blamed for the having 
of thoſe which hold the Do&rine of Bas. 
lam or the Niucolattans, when hee had no 
power to proceed againſt them ? or the 
Zngel of the Church of Thyatera,for ſuffering 
the Woman fezabel, (if it muſt bee ſo 
read to teach, and ſeduce, when hee had 
no power of publick cenfure to reſtraine 
her ? But what need wee ſtand upon con- 
zeurall anſwers, to convince you in this 
plea, as likewiſe in the ſuppoſed Deciſion 
of the kinde of {uperiority, which you 
urge in the next paragraph ; when wee 
are able to ſhew both who the parties 
were,to whom ſome of theſe Epiſtles 
were directed , and to evince the high 
degree of their ſuperiority ; Ignatius the 
Martyr 
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Martyr ( befides Tertal{cn) is witneſle for 1,1. ad e- 


both, who cells us that On-fanus was, now 
the Ange/ or Biſbop of Epheſus, Polycarpur of 
Smyrna ; and as commenting upon this very 
ſabje&, oft ingeminates the duty of ſub- 
zetion owing to the Biſhop ; and the divers. 
degrees of thoſe 3 ſeveral ſtations in the 
Church ; as wealready inſtanced;away then 
with thoſe your unproving illuſtrations,and 
unregardable teſtimonies, which you (as 
deſtitute ofall Antiquity )ſhut up the Scene 
withall : Andlet the wiſe: Reader judge, 
whether the Kemonſtrant hath not from: the 
evidence of Timothy and T:tus', and the An- 
gels, of the Afiax Churches, made good that 
juſt dlaimeof this ſacred Hierarchy;againſt 
all 'youb-weak- and: frivolons- pretentions. 
From the Remonſtrant . (Icaſt your diſcourſe 
ſhould not be tedious enough)you fly upon 
ſonic other Defenders of the Hierarchy,and 
fall uporrthe two poſtdoripts of Saint Pauls 
Epiftles(to — and T:tzr,whereuvT mw- 
thy & Titus are ſtiled the firſt biſhops of E- 
pheſut, and creat) which: am no- way cnpa-« 
ed to defend: You faythey are notof -camuntcal 
authority; ſay I too';' but L ſay theyare of 
great. 
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great antiquity,8 ſo you muſt confeſſe alſo. 

Faine would I ſee but any pretence of ſo 
much age againſt the matter of thoſe Sub- 
ſcriptions : the averred Epiſcopacy of T ime- 
thy and Titus , cited by thele confident antis 
quaries:ſurely he were ſenceles, that would 
magine the Poſt-ſcripts as old as the Text, 
or as authenticke ; but we may boldly ſay 
they are older then any Records of thegain- 
layers, 

Where theſe Subſcriptions are not ſe- 
conded by authority of the ancient:Church, 
there I leave them ; but where they are fo 
wel backed, there is no reaſon to forſake 
them. The Exception therefore which 
you take at the Poſt-ſcript of the E- 
piſtle co Titus, is not more ſtale than 
unjuſt. You ſay peremptorily, it was 
not written from Nzcopolis ; neither was 
Paul then there : how appeares 1t ? Be- 
cauſe hee ſayes in the body of theiEpi- 
ile, come to mee tro Xtcopelis, forTam 
determined there to winter: Hee faith 
not , Heere to Winter, but there : as 
{peaking of a third place : but how light 
this ground is , will bee cafily apparent 
ta 
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to any man that ſhall conſider ,/ that 
Saint Poul! was in perpetua]l journying : 
from-placeto place : And therfore, though 
now at that inſtant at -MN(zcopelis',, yet!how 
ſoone. occaſions might - call him' away, 
and ; how. long , | hee knew not :: There- 
fore it was: moſt fit that he ſhould pitch 
upon a certaine place, whither '7utus 
ſhould dire& his way toward him : Not- 
withſtanding. your: gheſle therefore, ſince 
holy 4thanaſus plainely tells us,. that S. 
Paul wrote this Epiſtle from A(zcopolrr, 
and is therein followed by Occamenius, 
and Theophylatt', and in that famous /an- 
cient Manuſcript, ſent by: the late Pa- 
triarch of Conſtantmeple ; 1 finde it plainly 
dated WiNewiney It muſt needes follow, 
that «<rther this Subſcription was before 
Athanaſius and Teclaes time ; or elſe that 
they went upon ſome other good ground 
of their aflertion. [4 + [1 Jets 
. Laſtly, it. may well goe fora reaſon of 

our owne making, that the Poſt-ſcript 

{illes. Titus Biſhop of the Church of the 
oY Q. Cretians ; 
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Cretians ; Whercas it would be ſaid of the 
Churches of the Cretians ; for the Chri- 
ſtian Churches, of any Nation, are cal- 
led by Luke and Paul Churches, and not 
Ehurch : Who would not yeelde you this 
trath , that che Chriſtian Churches are 
calted Churches ? What can they bee cal- 
Iced elſe, when they are mentionedin their 
ſeverall diverfities ; bur when they are 
upon ſome intire Relation, conjoyned & 
united, as theſe ofCreet , under one Go- 
vernment, theymay well bee called not 
the Churches, but- the Church. That flaſh 
of Wit might well have beene forborne, 
wherein you make an envious Compariſon 
Betwixt the Authority of theſe Subſcriptions, and 
Epiſcopal authority ,” of urging Subſcription to 
therr Ceremomes : * And why theirs, I beſeech 
you? Have you beene urged ro ſubſcribe 
ro any other Ceremonies, than have been 
eſtabliſhed by the Lawes of this Realme & 
Church? Was it Epiſcopall power that en- 
__ aftedthem? Had you beene but as obedi- 
ent, theſe Ceremonies had beene equally 
yours : 


—— —_— Ween 


PR" "OF 


A— 


HvmMBrtnE REMONSTRANCE. 


ee ed 


117 


yours : Now out of pure' Love you 
impoſe that upon us, which you re- 
pined thar the Lawes ſhould impoſe 
upon you : Goe on thus Charitably & 
proſper. 

Becauſe you wanted Worke from 
the Remenſtrance, you will cut ont 
ſome for your ſelves : An Obje. 
Qtion of your owne mult be an{we- 
red ; That is, From the wmequalatic 
that was betweene the Twelve Apoſtles, 
and the ſeaventy Diſaples :. And wel 
may you ſhape and faſhion your 
owne Anſwereunto your owne Ob- 
jection : 1t cannot bee prooved, (you 
lay ) that the Twelve bad any Superwo. 
rity over the Seaventy , egther of Ordi- 
nation , or Jurizdittion, What? have 
you forgotten, brethren, that the A- 

oſtles ordained the Decons, Fs 6.6. 

Prater and tmpefition of hands 2 That 
the Apoſtle Pau/ laid his hands on Ti- 
mothy # Have you forgotten how by 
yertue of his Apoſtleſhippe hee char- 
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ges, ' Commands , 'Contrelles,-Cen- 
. tures ? What is, 1f this: bee not Or- 
_dinationand Juriſdiction ?- But ( ſay 
you.) ſuppoſe it were fo ; yet a fupe- 
riority and inferiority betweene Offi> 
cers of difterent kindes, will not 
prove: a ſuperiority and inferiority 
betweene Officersof the ſame kinde. 
Deeply argued ; Surely hence you 
may interre, that one Biſhop is not ſus 
periour to another - nor one Prefl- 
byter above another; but that a Bi. 
ſhop thould not bee {uperiour to a 
Presbyter , 'were an uncouth conſe. 
quence: If the twelve Apoſtles there- 
tore were ſuperiours to the 70. Dil- 
pre 2, ciples, and Bithops ( as your owne e- 


loquerns, &f c. 


_— = My rome tells you”) tuceced thoſe Apoſtles, 
inarione [4 
Wy Go Inicccger and: Presbyters come 1n the roome of 


os "retire, The ſeventy, where 1 that identity or 


Ep, 41 Memivlſ* (amenecile of kind-which you pretend? 


debent Diaconi quo» 


_ - - opada All Antiquity .harh acknowledged, 
£/co0p0 

#01 Dominus e- 7eets Edu three [everall rankes in the 
gt, Ep.,05S- 
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a minde to jumble 'them together, 
take away the difterence betwixt 
Presbyters, and Deacons, as well as 
that betwixt Biſhops and Presbyters, 
Fam ſumut ergo pares, 
And now wee appeale to the ſame 
Barre , how farre you have beene 
from diſproving the Divine right, or 
Apoſtolicall inſtitution of Epiſcopa- 
cy ; and whether your relyance upgn 
Heeromes Authority in this poynt hath 
beene grounded uponany other rea- 
{on, but your owne weak preſumpti- 
on. Yer ſtil] like (as I have heard ) 
{ome beaten Cocks, you dare crow ; 
and tell your Reader, - that though 
Scriptures faile us, yet wee ſupport 
our {elves by the indulgence and mu- 
nificence of religious Princes : ſurely, 
if GOD (hould have withdrawne 
himſclfe, in vaine ſhould wee make 
fleſh our armes : Our calling we chal- 
lenge from God : tome acceſfory 
Titles, Dignities, Maintenance, we 
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thankfully profeſſe to have received 
from the bountie of Royall Benefa- 
Qors: What of this? Hererw, you ſay, 
the Author acknowledgeth a aifference, 
betweene our Biſhops , and the Biſhops 
of old. Yes verily, ſo hee glad- 
ly doth, with all humble thanke- 
fulneſſe to God, and good Princes : 
wakeyour beſt of thiscanceflion.Sud- 
dainly you fall faire, and profeſſe your 
well-pleaſednefſe , with the liberall 
maintenance of the Church,although 
ſomewhat yet ſticks with you : When 
the Miniſtery came to have agros, 
domog , locationes, vehbicula, as you ſlay 
from Chryſoſtome ,then Religio peperit dt- 
vitias, Religion brought forth riches, 
and the Daughter devoured the Mo- 
ther ; anda voice was heard from hea- 
ven., Hadte venenum + and then You 
tell us of woodden Prieſts , and golden 
challices But,Brethren, take no care 
for this danger ; ourlaſt age hath be- 
gun to take ſufficient order for the re- 
| dreſle 
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drefſe of this Evill : and if in time You 
ſhall ſee Wooden Chalices,and Wyos 
den Prieſts,thanke your ſelves. 
However, you grant there is not 
an incompoſiiblity betwixt lar 
Revenues, and an humble Sociable- 
neſſe; yet You lay, itwrare;and tell 
us, That the rich Provifuon of Biſhops 
bath uſhered in , both neglefF of their 
Miniſtery , and Pompout attendance , and 
mnſultation over their "Brethren ; And 
You inſtance in the pride of Paulu 
Samoſatenus , and ſhut up with the 
grave complaint of Suſpitzue Seyerns, 
le not ro be denied, Brethren, that 
ſome ſuchill uſe hath beene made, by 
{ome,of their abundance ; but ſurely, 
in this ablative age, the fault is rare, 
and hardly inſtanceable , both the. 
Wings and train of many of ours have 
beene ſo Clipped, that there 1s no 
great feare of tlying high. But if it bee 
{o,the fault is fixed to the perſon, who 


with more.grace might otherwiſe 1m- 
prove 
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prove the bleſſing.Caſt your eyes upon 
others, even your owne great Patrons, 
and tell mee if you doe not eſpie the 
ſame ill uſe of large meanes, and flat- 
tering proſperity ; yet you deſfirenot 
to abridge their ſtore, but to reftifie- 
the imployment of it:Learne to be {o 
charitable to your ſpirituall ſuperiors. 
And now at laſt you give a vale to: 
your Femonſtrants Arguments,and ſhut 
up witha bold recollection, concer- 
ning which,, let mee fay thus much; 
Truecly, Brethren, had you as good a 
faculty in ſtrewing, asyou' have in ga. * 
thering, there were no dealing with 
you:: but it isyour-/il] hap'torelEthe 
reader in your recapitulatiowof great 
feates that you have done in your for- 
mer diſcourſe, when as he muſt needs 
profeſſe thar he ſeesno {uch matter. 1 
appeal to his judicious cies, whether in 
all this tedious paſſage, you have pro- 
ved any thing but your owne bold ig- 
norance,and abſurd inconſ{equences. 
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Y ſatisfaction to objzeQ&ions comes 

Y 1next to be (canned; ObjeGions, which 

>  wouldto God they were onely of my 
own framing; 

In the farft, 'That Epiſcopacy i 15 NO PTe- 
judice of Soveraigntie , I juſtly prove, for 
that there 13a compatibleneſle | 1n this caſe of 
Gods a&t, and the Kings. ' It is God that 
makes the Biſhop, the King that gives the 
Biſhoprick : what can you fay to this? 

- You tell usyou have already proved that 
God never made a biſhop , as hee ſtands in 
ſupertority over Presbyters, {a you told: us; 
and that is enough, we were hard hearted 
if wee would not believe you : When as wee 
have made good by undeniable proofes,that 
(beſides the grounds which our Saviour laid 
of this imparity ) | the bleſſed Apoſtles 
by inlpiration from God, made this ditfe- 
rence in a perſonall ordaining of ſome a- 
bove the reſt , and giving exprefſe charge 
of Ordination and lurifdicion to thoſe 

R ſele& 


] 


126 A Defence of the 


ſcle& perions, in Church government, the 
Biſhops have ever ſince ſucceeded. 

Tell us not therefore , that if wee diſclaim 
the influence of Soveraign'y into our Crea- 
tion , and aſſert that the King doth not make 
us Biſhops , wee muſt have no beeing at all, 
For, that the Reader may ſee you ſtop your 
owne mouth ; anſwer me, I befeech you, 
Where, or when ever did the King create a 
Biſhop: ? name the man,and'take the caule. 
It pleaſes his Majeſtte to. gtve his Congedelzer 
tor a Biſhops EleHtion to his Sce, to fignifie 
his Royall-afſent thereunto ;* upon which 
the Biſhops folemnly ordained by the im- 
poſition of the hands of the Metropolitan, 
and'other his Brethren ; and theſe doe, as 
from-God , inveſt him-in his holy Calling, 
which he exercifes im that place , which is 
defigned and given by his Majeſtic : Whar 
can be more plaine then this truth ?: As for 
that ' unworchy cenſure' which you paſſe 
upon- the juſt comparifon of Kings in or- 
der to Biſhops, and Patrons in order to their 
Clerks , 1t ſhall be acknowledged, well de- 
lerved- , if you ſhall beable tro make good 
the diſparity ; When hee ſhall prove (you fay) 
"oem  - aw 
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that the Patron gives Mt miſteriall power to big 
Clerke , as the King gives Eprſcopall power to the 
"Biſhop , it may bee of ſome conducement to bis 
cauſe : Shortly, brethren,the ſame day that 
you ſhall ſhew mee that the King ordained 
a biſhop, the-ſame day will I hew you that 
a Patron ordained a Presbyter : The Patron 

ives the benefice to the one , The King 

ives the biſhopricke to the other: neither 
of them do give the Office, or Calling to 
cither, Goe you therefore with your Frier 
Simon, to your Cell, and conſult with your 
Covent for more reaſon and wit, then you 
ſhewin this, and thenext ſcornfull Para- 
graph ; wherein whiles you flout at my mo- 
deſt conceſſion.with an unbelceming frump, 

'ou are content ſilently tobalke that my fe- 
cond anſ{wer,which you know was too hot, 
or too heavie for your ſatilfaction. 

In the ſecond ; the Imputation pretended 
to bee caſt by this Tenet upon al the refor- 
med Churches, which want this governc- 
ment , Iindevoured foto fatisfie , that I 
might juſtly decline the envy , which 1s in- 
tended to be thereby raiſed againſt us : For 


which cauſe , I profeſſed that wee doc love 
= and 
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and honour thoſe our fiſter Churches, as 
thedear ſpouſe of Chriſt, and give zealous 
teſtimonies of my well wiſhing to them. 
Your uncharitableneſſe ofters to choake 
me with thote [candalons cenſures, and dil. 
gracefull terms which fome of ours have 
lec fall upon thote Churches , and their e- 
minent profeſiors, which I confelſe,it is more 
eafic to be {orry for , then (on ſome hands) 
to excult ; The ecrour ofa few may not bee 
imputed-roall. FF 
My juſt defence #s that no ſuch confe- 
quent can be. drawne from-our opmion ;: for 
as much astheDrivine or Apoſtolicall righe, 
which wee hold , goes not fo hiph , as if 
there werean expreſſe command, that upon 
an abſolute necallity there muſt bee either 
Epiſcopacy,orno'Church, but'fo fat only, 
that it both mayand onght'to be;How fain 
would you heere finde mecin a contradigi- 
on? Whuleslone-where reckon Epilcopa- 
cy amongſt matters effential tothe Church; 
another where, deny it'to be of the eſſence 
thereof; Wherein you willingly hide your 
eys that you may not ſee the diſtinion that 
Lmake expreſly betwixt the Being & Well- 
beeing 


Cn _—_—_— 


—_— 


HvMBLE REMONSTRANCE, 129 


beeing of a Church : Aftirming that thoſe 
Churches, to whom this power and faculty 
is denied, loſe nothing of the true eſſence of 
a Church, though they miſle ſomething of 
therr glory,and perfection. | 
No,Brethren,it is enough for ſome of your | 
friends to hold their Dilcipline altogether 
eſſentiall to the very being of a Church, We 
dare not be {o zealous. | 
The queſtion which you aske concerning 
the reaſon of the different uitertainment, 
ven in our Church to prieſts converted to 
us from Fome, and to Miniſters, who in Qu. 
Mares dayes' had received Impolition of 
hands in Reformed Churches abroad , is 
meerely perſonal ; neither can challenge 
my-decifion 3 Onely I give you thele two 
anſwers ; that what fault ſoever may bee 
im the caſie admittance of thoſe , who 
have received Romtſh Orders , the ſticking 
at the admiflion of our brethren returning 
from Reformed Churches, was not in 
caſe of Ordination ; but of Inſtitution; 
they had beene acknowledged Mini- 
fters of Chriſt , without. any other 


hands layed upon them , but according to 
R. 3 the 
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the Lawes of our Land they were not, per- 
haps, capable of inſtiturion to a. benefice, 
unleſſe they were ſo qualified,as the Statutes 
of this Realme doe require ; And ſecondly 
I know thoſe, more then one, that by ver- 
tue onely of that Ordination , which they 
have brovght with them from other Re- 
formed Churches, have enjoyed Spirituall 
Promotions and Livings without any ex- 
ception againſt the lawiulneſſe of their cal. 
ling. 

The confident afhrmation which you 
alleage ofthe learned biſhop of Norweh is: 
norule tous ; Ileave him to his owne de- 
fence ; You think I have too much work on 
my hand to give fatisfaQion for my ſelfe in 
theſe two main Queſtions which ariſe from 
my book. 

What high points ſhall wee now expe& 
trow wee ? 

Firſt , whether that Office , which by drvine 
right hath ſole power of Ordmation , and ruling 
all other Officers of the Church ( which hee 
ſayth Epiſcopacy hath) belong not to the berng, 
but enely tothe glorte , and perfettionof a Church : 
Can wee tcl] what theſe men would have ? 
Have 
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Have they a minde to goe beyond us in al. 
ſerting that neceflity , and eſſential] uſe of 
Epiſcopacy, which we dare not avow? Do 
they not care toloſe their caule, ſo they may 
croffe an Adverfary ? For your Queſtion,you 
ſil talke of ſole Ordination, and ſole juril. 
diction ; you may (f you pleaſe) keepe that 
paire of ſoles for your next ſhooes : VVee 
contend not for ſuch an height of Propreety, 
neither do we practileit ; they are ſo ours, 
that they ſhould not bee without us, as we 
have formerly ſhewed ; That therefore there 
ſhould bee power of lawfull Ordination 
and government in every ſetled Church, it 
18 no lefſe then neceſſary, bur that in what 
cafe ſoever of extremity,and irreſiſtible.ne- 
ceſſitie, this ſhould be only done by Epiſco- 
pall hands, we never meant to aflirme : It is 
cnough that regularly it ſhould be their AR. 
Your ſecond Queſtion is, There being (in 
this mans thoughts} the ſame jus Divinum 
for Biſhops that there is for Paſtors and Elders, 
whether , if thoſe Reformed Churches, wanted 
Paſtors and Elders too, they ſhould want nothing 
of the eſſence of a Church; but of the Perfef1on, 
and. G lory of it. ; The. anſwere is: ready : It 
fps, 7s thoſe 
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thoſe Reformed Churches, wanting thoſe 
whom you call paſtors and Elders, did yet 
injoy the government, by Biſhops, Prieſts & 
Deacons, they ſhould be fo far from wan- 
ting ought of the eſſence ofa Church, chat 
they ſhould herein attain to much glory and 
pertetion : And ſo much for your deepe 
ueſtions. | 

The preſumptuous Remonſtrant would 
{ceme to know ſo much of the minde of 
thoſe Churches , that hee ſairh, if they might 
have their option , be doubts not but they would 
gladly embrace Epiſcopall government ; a foule 
imputation which your Zeale mult needes 
wipe off; for which purpoſe you bring the 
confeſſions of the French , and Datch Chur- 
ches, averring the truth and juſtifiableneſſe 
of their owne government ; For which they 
have good we : neither ſhall you herein 
expect my contradiction ; nor yet my pre- 
ſent labour of reconciling their governc- 
ment, andoursin the maine and materiall 
points of both ; This condition they are in, 
and they doe well to defendit, but they did 
not tell you they would not (if oportunity 
were offered) be content with a better;Iam 
deceived 
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deceived if their own publicke Conſtita- 
tionsbe not ſtill concluded with the pow- 
er of a Change;and I have elſewhere ſhew- 
ed out of Fregevill ow , that this Order of 
Governmene was in their Churches at firſt 
only proviſionall ; and inſtanced in thoſe 
reftimonics of approbation,, which their 
learacd Divines have freely given to our 
forme of Admimiſtration ; which I ſhal nor 
now ſand either to repeate, or muſtiply : 
Lex it be enough for the preſentto ſay,that 
upon my certain knowledg, many eminent 
Divines of the Churches abroad have car- 
neſtly withed themſelves in our condition, 
and have applauded and magnified our 
Church, as the moſt Famous, Exempla- 
fy and glorious Church in the whole Chri- 
ftian World : So as I wanted not good 
reaſon, for that which you are pleaſed to 
ſtile prefimpruous afſertton. 

But the reaſon of my Aſſertion is yet ſo 
more offenſive, rhat you Wonder how it 
could fallfrom my Pen : 

. That there is titile difference in the yore. 
ment of other Proteſtant Churches - ard dir 
owne, ſive in the perpetuity of whirr —_— 

ip 


134 | 4 Defence of the. _ 


ſhip, and the excluſion of Lay Elders; 4 paſſage, 
belike, as you lay , of admirable abſurdity. But 
ſoft, brethren, 1 am afraid, firſt, leaſt, you 
{peake of what you know not, I ſpeak not 
onecly of the next Churches of Fraunce., and 
the Netherland, I ſpeake of them in a gene- 
ralitie, asone that (if this place would bear 
It) could give a particular account of them 
all : Neither can your cavills worke my re- 
pentance, You tell me of the Moderatour 
in Geneva ( as if all the Church of God 
wereincludedin thoſe ſtrait walls). I could 
tell you of the ſuperintendents of the Chur- 
ches of Germany, of the 'Prepufatt in| the 
Churches of Weteraw, Heſſia, Anhalt, of the 
Semores,in Tranſylvania, Pulonia, Bohemia;But 
what of the Modcrator in Geneva. ?.. [Hee 14 
not of a Supertour Order to bis | Brethren ; 
But let'mee tell you , when Maſter Ca/vm 
was Moderatour there, as hee,,conſtant- 
ly .was for many yeeres, no Biſhop in 
England {wayecd more, then he did in that 
Church : And even in the Low Countries 
how much the Deputat: Synod: , after\they 
had beene frequeutly.imployed in thoſe ſer- 
vices, (as for inſtances my ancient and tru- 
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ly. reverend friend Mr. *Bogermaneus) prevai- 
led) & with what authority they carrie the 
affaires of the Charch, it isnot hard to un- 
derftand ; for thoſe other circumſtances, 
which youare pleaſed to mention, were the 
moderatcrſ{hip perpetuall ; they would foon 
accordingly vary;and ifnot {o, yet you may 
remember, that I ſaid not, no difference at 
all,but, little, whereof your well aftt&ednes 
to aur Government'can make this uſe, that 
then the Abrogation of Epiſcopacy will be wrought 
with the leſſe difficulty ,. and occaſion the leſſe di. 
furbance ; The old word is ; welfare a friend 
ina corner ; {till you are for the deſtructive ; 
none but the Babz/onian note founds well in 
your care, Downewuth it , downe with it 
even to the ground :; But the God of Heaven 
whoſe cauſe it is, will, we hope, vindicate 
his owne ordinance, ſo long perpetuated to 
his Church, from all your violent and ſub- 
tile machinations, and prevent the utmoſt 
danger of. your already ſufficiently raiſed 
diſturbance. = 


SECT 
S 2 | 


we ti 


A Defence of the 


SECT, XV. 


CN Oncerning the Lay Presbitery I ſaid, 
k_/and lay (till moſt.juſily, that it never 
had footing in the Church of. God till 

this preſent age : T hele wits cry out- in great 


{port, See, fee,bow like the man loakes toDutber 


Hall, in his errefragable..Propufettons 3 Trucly, 
brethren, as like him, as yee are like your 
felves ; who are ſtil] (cornfull and infolent * 
but though yee be commanly (pightfal, yer 
you are ſo {cldome witty, that we may well 
bear with you for once : be he like whom. bee 
will; Dr. Hall will lufticiently defend both 


thoſe Propofitions, and this Remonſtrance 


againſt all your impotent cavils: Forchis,. 
concerning the queltioned Lay-presbitery, 
You.make a faire floutifh to little purpoſe : 
You do, wikely to out thoſe three knowne 
Texts, which the world knows have beene 
ſo throughly canvaſed and eluded;and that 


famous T ext of an acknowledged counter- 


feit, Hmbroſe, lo often exploded : wee ſhall 


have now new ſtufie from You, but of. as 
little 
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little worth: : 'Sutely had. the fore-going 
Patrons of your Lay-Elderſhip found thar 
they could have received any colour of pro- 
teftion fram thefeplaces.of, Antiquity , al- 
leaged by you,they had not, aftes the raking 
af all the channels of time, forborn the ut. 
moſt urging of thefe Your Teſtimonies, in 
their favour and detence 3/butithey welkiaw ; 
how httle reafon there was, to-prefſe thoſe 
unproving evidences, which you will needs 
urge as.COnvicuve. ; ; | 
Your telimapy from: (rrgen cannot! bultg,;, cnn 
ſhame peu, if yet; yo eanbluſh 3. you ttared: 77efc/on 
tocite the Chapter;that in lo long a book, 
you might not be diſcovered. | | 
| But the fcape:of the place ts clearly thus," 
Orgen isupon 'comparyon of the Philoſo- 
phers and Chriſtians in their care of teach- 
ing; Nam ol ({cil. Phulaſopht) propalam: apud. 
valgus difſerenter non ſuut- corioſt, th daſcennen:. 
- di auditortbus:, ec, For the Philoſophers, 
faith hee, in their publick diſcourſes-1o the 
ple arc not-curious in the difterences oS 
their. ſustars, but.every one that lifts,comes' 
and bearcs theth at pleaſure: (But the Chri- 
ſtizns doc, what theymay , carctully pre- 
14 bo S 
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as UDifewof te 


do... "Ip 


exatiine- the mindes of r Errors 


heare them : and firſt theydoe privately fo 
rothoſe whiclrare'bewitched - (with Paga- 
ni{me.) before” they bee recerved into the 
Conprepation 5-. And when - they ſeeme to 
have come on fo fafre, iasto be deſirous to 
Ive honeſtly, then doe they bring them in; 
but 4n <hſtin&t- degrees ; - the-one of thoſe 
which' ate” tiewly admitted, but have not 
yet attained ( the-cognizance of their Puri- 
fication, ) Baptiſme ; the other of thoſe 


-Which ar&now come'on{o farre as' to:pro- 
\feſſe the Chriſtian Rehgion: ;'1n this latter 
ranke are appointed ſome, which do inquire 


into the lives and manners. of thoſe that 


- come;;'thar they may hea meanes to keepe 


_ ſa&h Candidates of Rehigion asdoe car- 
-themiſelves amiſſe , from their Afſem- 


| Vhies: Andthe reſt that are like themſelves, 


theymay gladly receive: 'In which paſſage 
it-s moſt evident that Orgen-ſpeakes of 
thofe which are newly admitted mto the 
Ghurch, who by reafonof their late knows- 
ledge and acquaintance! -with/ thoſe: which 
they left behinde them in Pagan ſuperſti- 


'tion;, might bee fit. Medkens to:knowe, 


S | "and 
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2nd; notific the condition of fiiol Candi 
dates as did offer to- comeinto:theiChurch'; 

Now theſe truſty \Anſwerers would make 
the World believe ; that-this is {poken-af . 
foe Sage \Elders. 1\ghat-..were to go. . 
verne'the Church'i5: and: (to:deceive the 
Reader ) uofairhfully turne. the. words, _ 


XNomidh - Prepefits ſunt -,. as if they were nleyuls 
fome ruling Elders indeed:; Whereas :the '* -* 


word ſignifies: and intends; onely: a' de- 
ſignation - of. fuch; Navices as: were. well 
approved! , .toian Oftice of Monitor | 
concerning: 'thdſe'! which: would profeſlt 
to'bee Converts.. | -Andnow.to return your 
owne words ,; wee would. gladly knowe 
whetheoheſe were not., as it. were, Lay EL 
ders,” '! 7 } 
As for thoſe oikes teflimmnics, which | 

you have drawne hither out :of Auguſtine, 
_ Optatus., and the Letters of Fes .., and 
Purpurias out. of. *Baronus::'; Izeonlds, x 
necde were,double your files'in this kinde, 
might that-doc you any ſervice.,, I could 
te] 


you our :.of. the acts. of ae, Purc- Fide Fu 


gation 'of Felix and ' Certtans , ediEprſe Penne 


Goh Presbytert , Diacon: , ; Senivres .; - out of (aw 


the 


-— 
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-the Synodal Epiſtle of the Caharſuſſiten coun- 
.ceH(as mentioned by:Saant Auguſtine in-his 
Enarratioa-uponthe Plalmies ) Nereſſe nos 
fucrat Primgani cauſam Semorum, literis thu- 
dem Hicclefpe poſtulantany ,endire atque diſcutere; 
which 18a more prognant place then any 
_-you have brought 3! and could reckon 
You up yet. more: ,- out of the Code of 
the Atrican'Canons, Cv. $1. Out of Gre: 
gory: Twronevſit, who (peaking of the ;Bilkop 
of Marſelles brings him in to Yay, Nibul per 
iz fecs 5c. 1 did nothing of-my (clfe , but 
that which was comtmaunded me 4 Newnls 
moſtris , - & Semoribus ic, Out of Gregory, the 
at in hisEpiſtles more then once,I could 
weary you with fupply of ſuch authorities: 
But, Brethren, I ſhal ſadly tel you, that you 
| doherein nothing but abuſe your Reader, 
with a colourable pretenee ; For all thoſe 
places you alleage,are nothing at all rothe 
purpoſcinhand. V Vho can make queſtion 
but that CarthageAnd Hippo, and other Afﬀri- 
can Citics; had old and grave men ih them? 
 VVhocan doubt that they had Magiſtrates 
_ . and men, inauthority-?,,Suchzas we : Gilace 
' wont out of the ancicat appellation , to 
{tile 
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ple Aldermen 'Who :caresibubr/ char orbey 

did in all great occiſiong, of the Chultchitalit 

the adviſe andaſlitance of theſe prinie men? © 

But wihit hence follow thiatiin the ſenſe you to EI 
content for:;-theyi bad 4 SetlesLayi Prevby: io 1h 
tery * Was their Church ere:the more(ac- = 
cording to your conſtructian)governed by 

Paſtors, Elders , Deacons? Thar theſe fareciz 

tedwere ſuch as we have intztnated;zis molt 

evident, in the African Canons: ((:an.100) 

they are  called:[3-& 1 the, 61d men .-:And 

in chegr Canon,'we finds a Comme entary 

upon this point, Debexe unumquenque noſtrum 

in civitate ſua convenire Donatiſtarum Prepoſt - 

Los, aut adjungere. fi bi vvicinum Collegam, ut pa- 

riter cevs.in' frugnlss quibuſqae Civitatibus per.: 
Magiftratus", vel Sentores locorum -convematiit. 
Thar:is, That every 'one of us ſhouldin our 
own Cities: meet with-the chiefe Gover- 

nours of the Donatiſts, and rakewith —»# 
fanje-neighbour/3s his Qolleague or Aſt»: 

fant; that they; cogether may oivet thern a 
_ by rhe Magiftrates: ol Elders of the: 
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07-95 1s fiaſticall Elders alio ; True , there were 
mn #59 ſuch, Inſtellus confelles lo much, and lear- 
r5046456- ned-TJaacus Caufabonus (Whoſe manulcripr 
Cav, Afr.gx notes | have' ſeene,) and his wortliy Sonne, 
Mericus Cauſabonus in his notes upon Opta- 
tus, yield no lefle, but thefe they do truly 
ſay, were but as our Church-wardens,men 
that were truſted with the utenſils , ſtock, 
and outward affairs of the Church , or, as 
I may more fully compare them, our veſtry- 
men: who are commonly and' of old de. 
ſigned under the name of the eight men, or 
evvelve men, inevery great pariſh (as Iam 
44s. contra {ure it is in the Weſtern parts) to order the 
Cr:ſcon,l.3. buſineſſes of Seats, and rates, and ſuch like 
©1149 externall occaſions 3 now that thoſe places 
piſcops, ; yr 
Presbyters, Which you have cited intend no other El- 
acer, & ders, then theſe, you ſhall he convinced out 
entores ſCi- 


z5:,6c, Of your own teſtimonies. '' 


whereagainſt your 6wn knowledge The: place. wh 
you tranſlate. Pregbyteri (Elders).to pl which 


bleare the Readers cys, witha ſhew YOU bring out of Saint 


of a double ſorr of Elders, whereas 'Auſten cotra ( reſconium 
Presbyters are there manifeltly di- Fo <> 
ſtinguiſhed from Seniors, — © 4aricum, runstnus, 
Omnes v08,'<c. Allyou Biſhops Presbyters, 
Deacons, and Elders, do know, &c. where 
you 


..pvere | called Sentores © Eccleftaſtici , eccle- 
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you ſce plainly that the Elders which hee 
means are below Deacons, and ſo you ſhall 
hnd chem,vvhereſoever they are mentioned, 
now thoſe that you contend for,are by your 
own claime, ina Key above them. Optatus 
whom you cite is cleer againſt your fenſe; 
wailes he makes only quatuor genera'capitum 
only four forts of me in theChurch;Brops, 
Presbyters ,Deacoms,& the faithful(Laity) And 
in his firſt book againſtParmenian,f uid com- 
memoreLaicos C5 c.he reckons up,meer Laicks, 
Mmuſters Deacons;Presbyteros ſecundo ſacerdotin 
conſtitutos Presbyters in the {econd degree of 
Priefthood,es principes omnium Epiſcopos,and 
the chiefe of all Biſhops. Shortly, brethren, 
that there were inthe Church of old ruling 
Elders which werein a rank above Deacos, 
and had together with the paſtors a ſerled 
pawer of governmet,in the Church,it is an 
opinion no leſſe new, then unjuſtifiable, & 
I do here ſolemnly profeſle, thatif any one 
ſuch inſtance can be brought, I wil renoiice 
Epiſcopacie for ever. Do not the,againſtthe 
light of your own knowledge ſera face on 
proofs of thoſe things, which never were, 
bur give glory ro Godin yielding to lo un- 
doubted and cleeratruth., T' 2 Sec. 
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THe reſt that remaines is but mere De- 

clamation,not worthy of any anſivere, 
bur contemptand filence; Itis moſt true thar 
the religious Biſhops of all times. have 
ſtrongly upheldthecruth of God againſt Sa- 
tan and his Antichriſt. 

Whar can you ay to this ? Yourell mee 
of {ome irreligious ones, that have as ſtrong- 
ly upheld Satan and his Antichriſt againſt 
the truthof GOD, What is this tothe cal- 
ling ? .can nor] tell you of ſome wicked 
and irreligious Presbyters, ſhall the functi- 
onit ſelfetherefore ſuffer? You tel us What an 
unpreaching Biſhop once ſaid of a Preacher. I 
challeng you to ſhew any, unpreaching Bi- 
ſhop/in. the, Church of, England this day * 
it is your {{ander, this, not their juſt Epi- 
thete: the ſcandalls of our infcriour Mini- 
ſters, 1 profeſleI could not but bleed to lee, 
but ichall deſfired to have had them lefle 


publique z your charity 'accuſeth mee 'of 
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excufing then, and blaming 'iny himble 
motion of ( onſtantines example, profeſſeto 
defirethe blazoning of themto the World, 
Whether of us ſhall givea better account of 
our chatity ro the God of peace, I appealeto 
that great Tribunall. 

In your next Section, like ill-bred fonns, 
you ſpit inthe face of your mother, AMo- 
ther roo good for ſuch ſonnes, The Church 
of England ; and tell us of Papiſts :that 
dazle the eyes of poore people with'the glorious 
name of the huly Mother the Church; If they bee 
too fond of their Mother , Iam ure your 
Mother harh little cauſe to be fond of you, 
Who can and dare compare her to thoſe 
Zthiopian ſtrumpers, which werecommon 
ro all commers; For your whole unducitull 
carriage towards her, take heed of the Ra- 
vens. of the valley: As if wee wereno leſle 
ſtrangers, then you enemies to the Church 
of England, you tell the'World that wee' know 
not who ſh# is; and that we wonder when wee ars 
askt the queſtion; arid” ran deſcant upon the 
two Archbiſhops , Biſhaps'; Convocation . 
Even vvhat your luxuriant wit ſhall io 

anc 
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and atlaſt yowmake up your mouth with a 
merry jeſt , telling your Reader that the Re» 
monſtrant, out of his ſunplicity never beard nor 
thouzht of any more Churches of England'then 


one © Fidiculum caput ! Sit. you. merry, Bre-. 


thren bur cruly afterall your ſport. , ſtill 
my ſimplicity tells mee there 1s but one 
Church of England, Thereare many Chur- 
ches in England; but many Churches of 
England, were, never till now heard of, 
You had need fetch itas farre as the Heptar- 
chie, And to ſhew how far youare from the 
objected fimplicity, yeetell us in the ſhut- 
ting up, that England,Scotland, and [reland, 
are all. one Church. Nullum magnum ingenium 
fine mixtura dementie.. 


Bur now take heed of Obelisks-:. You 
profeſle, you for your parts do acknowledge no 
Antiprelaticall Church : T am glad to hearcit; 
nor I neither, but [ beleech you, ikyou make 
and condemnea Prelaticall Church of Eng- 
land , what ſhall bee the other part ofthe 
Contradiſtin&tiou ? 

TheRemonſtrant tels you of.further di- 
viſtons, 
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viſions, and ſubdiviſions, which upon this 
ground you muſt neceſſarily make of the 
Church, your deepe wildomestake this, as 
of his upbrading of the diviſions in the 
Church, inmeer matter of Opinion,and fly 
our into the cenſures of the Prelaricall party, 
as the cauſe thereof, and would have them 
fay, Mitte nos in Mare , &-nm erit tempeſtas , 
The truth is , the ſeveralties of' Sets, and 
their ſeparate Congregations about this Ci- 
tie are many and lamentable; I doe nor 
upbraid , but bewaile them ; The God 
of Heaven be Indpge where the fault reſts, 
and ( if ic bee Nis holy will ) fnde 
ſome ſpeedy redreſſe , bur in the mean 
time , one caſts ir upon faftion ,' an- 
other upon ungrounded rigvur , whereloc- 
veritbee, Toe bee tothoſe by whom the offence 
commeth,Lay you your hands on your hearts 
onwards , and conſider well Whether 
your fomenting of ſo unjuſt and deep diſ- 
likes of lawvfull government have not been 
too much guilty of theſe wofull breaches. 


As one that love that peace of the Church 
| | which 
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gs you are willingto. tronble,] perſyWas 


ding an unity , ask wiatbounders youler, 
what diſtin&ion of Profeſſors you make, 

what gre ounds of Faith, 'Whar ne\y. Creed, 
whar. different Scriptures, Baptlme,mears 
of ſalvation are held by that part which. 
you, miſ-call the Prelaticall Church; You 
anſwer according to your wonted Cha- 
rity, and Fruth. ſ 

What bounds? Thoſe (you ſay) of the /a «th 
Canon ., from the high, and lofty Promontory of. 
Ar chbiſhops to the Terra incognita of an Exc. 
Witty again. Alas, brethren], it this beeall, 
the Liſtsare too narrow. Here are but four 
ranks of Dignities, and few incach; put if 
that incluſive,[ &c.Jreach far;yer what wull 
you make of all this ?..: . 

Doeyou exclude Biſhops . Deans, Arch: 
deacpns, , &c. from heing members of the 
Church, of. England ? ſure you dare not bee 
ſoſlhamefylly: unjuſt: If therefore;that they 
have an,intereſt, 10, the, Prelacy, carinot.&x- 
cluderhem\foxcheir intereſt inthe/Church; 
Whar becomes of your bounders ? —_ is fit 
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; |, What diſtinQtion ? you fay., wor iping 
to the Eaſt, bowing 'to the Altar , proſtituting 
(perhaps you meane potuting themſelvs 
m their approches into Churches: and are theſe 
fc diſknRions , brethren, whereupon to 
ground different churches ? if they. diffe. 
rence men , doe they difference Chriſti. 

ans ? | | 
What new Creed? you (ay , Epiſcopacte 
by divine right is the firſt article of their (reed. 
For ſhame: brethren,, did ever .man make 
this an article of faich -? who will thinke 
you worthy to have any faith given you 
in the reſt of your aſſertions ? youradde; 
abſolute and blind” obedience-to all the comman- 
dements of Biſhops, Bluſh yet again, Brerhe- 
ren, bluſh co affirmethis, when you well 
know thatthe words of the oath of Cano. 
nicall obedience run only Jn omnibus licitis &- 
horeſtis mandatis ,"in all lawvfull and honeſt 
commands; mo bo 5 50 - 
You adde , Elefion upon faith foreſeent , 
What? nothing bur-groſle untruths? Is this 
the doctrine: of the Biſhops :of England, 
have they not ftrongly confuted it in :Pa- 
V | piſts, 


— 
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piſts, in Arminians ; have they not cry'dir 
downetothe pit of Hell ? What means this 
 wickedly falſe ſuggeſtion ? judge Reader, if 
here bee not work for Obelisks. 

What Scriprure ? you ſay, Apocrypha, and 
Traditions unwritten ; Mark | Eeleech you, 
unwritten Traditions are Scriptures, farſt : 
then Apocrypha;and why , I pray you, is it 


more cur .Apocrypha,then yours? Are all our | 


Bibles Prelaticall too ? Shortly all thoſe 
Churches and houſes, and perſons that have 
the Apocrypha in their Bibles belong to the 
Church Prelaticall, what have wee loſt by 
rhe match. 

Whar Baptiſme?WhatEuchariſt:You tell 
us of the abſolute neceſsity which ſome Popiſh 
fooles have aſcribed to the one, andof an Altar 
and table ſet Altarwiſe im the other Whatare 
theſe tro the Church of England ? doth the 
errour of every addle head ? or the fight 
or poſture of a Boord make a different 
Church ? | | 

What Chriſt 2 You anſwere, (near to a 
blaſphemy;) 4 Chriſt who hath given the ſame 
power of abſolution to a. Prieſt that. himſelfe 

( | bath 
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hath * This can be nothing but a (landerous 
fiction;NoChriſtian Divine ever held that a 
Prieſts power of abſolution was any other 
then miniſteriall, Chriſts Soveraign and ab. 
ſolute. If you know the man bring him 
forth that he may be ſtoned. 

Whart Heaven ? you ſay, ſuch as is receptive 
. of Drunkards, Swearers, Adulterers. Brethren, 
take heed of an Hel,whiles you fain ſuch an 
Heaven. and feare leſt your uncharitableneſs 
will no lefle bar you ont of the true Heaven 
above , then you bar Prelaticall ſinners 
from their acceſle thereinto : but, if you had 
rather , goe on ſh]l in your owne way, 
ſeparate your ſelves from us. that profeſſe 
wee are one with you; Charge upon us 
thaſe doftrines and opinions which wee 
hate no whic leſſe then your ſelves, faften 
upon the Church of Enyland thole cxoricall 
poſitions of unſound teachers, which irlelfe 
hath in terminis condemned; and lay as you 
are not aſhamed to do, We thank God we are 
none of you we forgive you, and pray for 
your repentance. 
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Your Quzres , whereinI fee youtruſt 


much., are made up- of nothing bur fpighr 
and flander:If I anſwere you with queſtions - 


ſhorter then your own, and morecharita- 
ble, you will excuſe mee. In anſwer then to 
your firſt I ask, 

Who ever held the Lordſhips of Biſhops 


to ſtand by divine right. If no body,whether 


hee thar intimates it doth not falſtfie and 
flander?Why is it a greater fault in one ofour 
Doors to hold the Lords day to ſtand lure 
bumano,chen itwas in Maſter ( alvin ? | 
'T aske whether it were any other thenK. 
James hinaſelfe of bleſſed memory that ſaid, 
No Biſhop,no King,andif it were he,whether 
that wile King did not meane to prejudice 
his own authoritie ? | 
Whether fince it hath beene proved that 
Biſhops are of more then meerely humane 
Ordinance, and have fo long continued in 
the Chriſtian Church to the great good of 
Church, and State, it be notmoſt fitto eſta- 
bliſh them for ever : and to avoid all dange- 
rous motions of innovation? | 
Whether theſe anſwerers have the wir 
: or 
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or grace to underſtand the true meaning of 
the Ius Divinum of Epiſcopacie ? or if they 
did, whether they could poſſibly beſo ab- 
ſurd, as to raiſe ſo ſenſlels and inconſequent 
Inferences upon it ? 
Whether there bee any queſtion at allin 5 
the fifth queſtion ? ſince the Remonſtrant 
himſelfe hath fo fully cleered this' point, 
Profefling to hold Epiſcopacieto bee of A- 
poſtolicall, and, in that right, Divine Inſti- 
. tution ? 
: | Whether Maſter Beza have not heard ® 
foundly of his diſtinction of the three kinds 
of Epiſcopacie, in the full and learned an- 
{were of Saravia: and whether hee might 
not haye beene better adviſed then in thar 
conceit of his, to crofle all reverend antiqui- 
: and whether the Painter that dreſt up 
his PiRure after the faticy of every paſſen- 
ger , doe not more hitly reſemble thoſe, thar 
frame their diſcipline according to the hu- 
mour of their people, varying their projects 
every day,then thoſe which hold them con- 
ſtantly to the only ancient and Apoſtolicall 
forme. 
: Whe- 


% 
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Whether ic were not fit that wee allo 
ſhould ſpeake as the ancient Fathers did, ac- 
cording tothe language of theirtimes, and 
whether thoſe Fathers could not better un- 
derſtand and interpret their owne meanin 
in theticle of Epilcopacie,then thele partiall, 
and not over-judicious an{werers;and whe 
ther they have notclecrely explicated chem- 
ſelves in their writings, to have ſpoken pro- 
perly and plainly to the ſenſe now enforced. 

Whether Presbyters can with our fin ar- 
rogate unto themlelyes the exerciſe of the 
power of publique Church governmenr, 
where Biſhops arelct over them to rule and 
order the affaires both of them , and the 
Church ; and whether our Saviour when 
he gave to Peter the promilse of the Keyes, 
did therein intend to give it (in reſpect of 
the power of publike juiildiction) toany 
other lavethe Apoſtles; and their Succel; 
ſours the Biſhops, and whether ever any Fa- 
ther or DoCtour of the Church cill this pre- 
ſenc age , held thar Presbyrers were the Suc- 
ceilours to the Apoſtles, and not tothe ſe- 
venty Diſciples rather. 


Whe- 
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Wherher ever any Biſhops aſſumed ro 
themſelves power Temporall to bee Ba- 
rons, and to fit in Parliament,asIudges,and 
in Court of Star-chamber, &c. or whether 
they bee not called by his Majeſties writand 
royall authority to theſe lervices; and whe- 
ther the fpirituall power which they exer- 
ciſe, in ordaining, ſilencing, &c. beeany o- 
ther then was by the Apoltles delegated ro 
the firſt Biſhops ofthe Church, & conſtantly 
excrciled by their holy ſucceſſors in allages, 
eſpecially by Cyprian, Ambroſe, Auguſtine, and 
the reſt of that lacred order,men which had 
a5 little to do with Antichriſt,as our an{wes- 
rers have with charity. 

' Whether the anſ{werers have not jult 
cauſe to be aſhamed of patronizinga noted 
Heretick, Aerius, in that for which hee was 
cen{ured of the ancientSaints,and Fathers of 
he Church ; and whether the whole 

hurch of Chriſt ever ſince his time till this 

oe have not abandoned thole very errours 
concerning the equality of Biſhops and 
Presbyrers which they nov preſume to 
maintain. 

Whe- 
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.- Whether the | great Apoltacy” of | the 
Church of Rome do, or did confilt in mains 
tayning the order of government ler by the 
Apoſtles themſelves ; and whether all the 
Churches-in the whole Chriſtian World 
(even thole thatare profeſſedly oppoſite to 
the Church of Rome) doeletin Ancichril 
bythe doore of their Diſcipline, ſince they 
all maintain Epiſcopacie no leſle conſtant] 
then Fome it lelfe ; 

; Whether if Epilcopacie be (through the 
munificence of good Princes ) honoure 
With a title of dignity, and largneſlc of re 
venues,it ought to be,cre the more declinec 
and whether themlelves, if they did n« 
hope to carry ſome {way in the Presbyte 
would be ſo cager in crying up that gover 
ment; and. whether if there were not 
maintenance annexed, they would not hic 
themſelves , and jeopard their eares rathi 
then mancipate themſelyes to the charge 
ſouls. | 

Whether there bee no other appare 


. Eaules tobe given for the jncreale of Pope 


and ſuperſtition in the Kingdome, befid: 
Epiſct 
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Epiſcopacie (which hath laboured ſtrong- 
ly to oppole ir) and whether the multi. 
tudes of Sects, and profeſſed ſlovenlyneſle 
in Gods ſervice, (in too many) have not bin 
guilty of the increale of profaneſle amongſt 
us. 

Why ſhould England one of the moſt fa- 
mous Churches of Chriſtendome, ſeperate 
it ſelfe from that forme of government, 
which all Churches through the whole 
Chriſtian World have ever oblerved and do 
conſtantly and uniformely obſerve and 
maintain, and why ſhould not rather other 


14 


leſs noble Churches conform to that univer- - 


{all government which all other Chriſtians 


| beſides dogladly ſubmirunto. 


Why ſhould the name of Biſhops, which 
hath beene forthis 16 00. yeers appropria- 
ted (in a plain contradiſtin&tion) to the 
governours of the Church,come now to be 
communicated to Presbyters, which never 
did all this while ſo much as pretend to ir; 
and if in ancient times they ſhould have 
doneit could not have eſcaped a molt ſevere 
cenſure. And ſhortly wherher if wee mm 
X al- 


I 
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allow you to bee Biſhops all will not bee 
well. 

Whether ſince both God hath ſet ſuch a go. 
vernment in his Church, as Epiſcopacie,and 
the Lawes of this Land have firmly eſtabli. 
ſhed it, it can bee lawfull for youto deny 
yourf! ubjecion unto it;and whether it were 
not moſt lawfull and juſt to puniſh your 
preſumption and diſobedience in framing 
ſofaftious a queſtion? 


And thus Thope you have a ſufficient anſwere 
to. your bold and unjuſt demands and totho je e vain 
cavills which you barve raiſed againſt the humble 
Remmſtrance. 

God yive you Wiſdome toſee the Truth , and | 
Grace to follow it, Amen, 


CD 
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Tothe Poſcript. 


* He beſt beauty that you could have ad- 
ded to your diſcourle , brethren, had 
been honeſty and truth both in your allega- 
tions of Teſtimonies, and inferences of ar- 
gumentation, In boch which I muſt needs 
{ay(and Iſpeake it in the preſence of God to 
whom I muſt ſhortly give an account) that 
I neverſaw any Writer that would dareto 
profeſs Chriſtian ſyncerity,ſo fouly to over- 
laſh; as if yee made no conſcience by what 
means you uphold aſide,or wina proſelyre; 

God touch your hearts with atrue ſenſe of 
_ that whereof you cannot be butin this dil- 
courſe convinced. 

Now youthinke to garniſh your worke 
with a goodly Paſquin borrowed (tor a 
great part) out of Sinr's Plea,and the Brevi- 
are conſiſting of a rhaplodye of Hiſtories, . 
concerning the pride, inſolencc, treachery cruelty, 
and all other the deadlie ſms of popiſh prelates, 
but eſpecially of thoſe whoſwayed the See of Can- 
rerbury ,m theſe days of Darkeneſſe and Re- 

| & 4 miſh 
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niſh Tyranny. Whereto | ſuppole you expect 
no an{were as being a thing utterly uncon- 
cerning us; and that, whereof I might ſay 
(ſetting aſide the ill intention: of an appli- 
cation) as Huntingdonienſis (aid of the Cardi- 
nals adultery ,Celarinon potuit,negarinondebuit. 
But tell me brethren what can be your drift 
in this your tedious relatio? Is there any man 
that offers to undertake their patrocination? 
or is it any advantage to you to make their 
memory yet more odious? Let them have 
beene as foule as ill will canmakethem;Ler 
them have been in their times Devills incar- 
nate; what is that to us ? They were Biſhops 
you ſay. True,but they were popiſh biſhops. 
limmes of that body, whoſe head wee ab. 
jure; the fault of their wickedneſſe was in 
the Popery, not in the Epiſcopacie, in the 
men, not the calling,why ſhould you think 
to choake us with theſe hatefull inſtances 
If I ſhould goe about to rake together all the 
inſolences, murthers, inceſts, treaſons, and 
villainies , that have beenedone by Popiſh 
Presbyrers inthetime of that lawleſle igno- 
rance,&luperſtition,would you think theſe 
could 
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could bee any blemiſh to you?why will you 
then bee ſo miſerably uncharitable , asto 
caſt upon us the crimes ofthole whom we 
equally condemne, and to feoffe their faults 
upon their chaires? what one profeffion is 
therein all mankind , which it wee ſhould 
goabout to ranſack, would not yield ſome 
perſons extreamely vicious, ſhall the vocati- 
on bee condemned, for the crimes of the 
men ? Ar laſt to make up the mouth of your 
admirable charity, You tell us of the gracious 
praftices of the Prelates from the beginning of 
Queene Elizabets Raigne to this preſent day , 
Whoſe great deſigne, you lay, ſtill hath beene to 
hinder reformation, to further Popery and Ar- 
minianiſme, to beat downe preaching, to perſecute 
zealous Profeſſors , and ſome ſuch other noble 
prejeFts of Epiſcopall pietie : Tellme Brethren, 
as you will an{were it before the juſt Iudge 
of all the World; Have thefe beene themain 
defignes of Biſhops ? Are they all guilty 
of theſe wofull enormities , or are they 
not; If yee ſay they are, the World will 
cry ſhame on your falſhood: ;. If they 


are not , the World will. cry no lefle 
X 3 {hame. 
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ſhame on your injuſtice, in taxing all for the 
fault of ſome: What? are thele the onely re- 
markable works that your cyes could dil- 
cover-to fall from the hands of Biſhops? 
could you ſee no Colledges, no Hoſpiralls 
built 2 no Churches re-edified ? no learned 
Volumes written? no hereſies confuted? no 
ſeduced perſons reclaimed ? no hoſpitality 
kept ? no great offenders puniſhed ? no dil: 
orders corrected? no good offices donefor 
the publique ? no care of the peace of the 
Church? No diligence: in preaching ? No 
holineſle in Living? Truly , brethren, I can 
ſay no more,bur that the fault is in your eys, 
and not in your object : Wipethem, and 
looke better; Yea, | beleech God to open 
them rather, that they may (ee good as well, 
as evill. 

As for that baſe and ſcurrilons Proverb, 
ro Whichyoulay itis now comne (where- 
as the World knowes it is elder then your 
Grandes, and was taken up, inthe popiſh 
times) jt were more hr tor a Scurra in trivio, 
or {ome' Ribald upon an Ale-beach;the nfor - 
grave Davines. 

| How 
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How cafte were it for mee to reckon up 
an hundred of ſuch ſpightfull Adages which 
vulgar envy hath beene wont to caſt upon 
the reſt of the Clergie, worthy of nothing 
but ſcorne ? and lo had this bin, if your wir 
and charity had not bin alike, Bur ſurely, 
Brethren, if whatſoever is ſpoiled, they ſay, 
The Biſhops foot hath beene mit; doubt nor 
butthey wil ſay, The Biſhops foote hath been in 
your. Book , forl am ſureit is quite ſpoiled by 
this juſt confuration. Afier your own pot- 
rage (for yonr Proverb ſapit ollam) you tell 
us of Boner's broath , I ſhould have too 
much wondredar this concluſion, but that 
[ hear itis the faſhion in ſome Countries, to 
lend in theirKeal in the laſt ſervice,and this, 
itſeems,is the manner amongſt our Smetyms 
nuans. 

Well; ro ſhut up all, let them of their 
Boners beef and broath, make what Brevveſle 
they pleaſe for their credulous gueſts: Lear- 
ned and worthy Doctor Moulin ſhall tell 
them , thar the reſtauration of the Engliſh ., an 
Church,and everſion of Popery, next under Fpif. 3. ad 
God,and ourKing, is chiefely to be aſcribed Many _ 

an 
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and owed to the learning and induſtry of 
our Biſhops , ſome whereof being crowned 
with Martyrdome , ſubſcribed the Goypell 
with their blood; Thus hee; Neither doubt 1 
but that many of them (if occaſion were 
offered) would be ready to imitate them in 
thoſe red Characters. 

Inthe mean time I beſecch the God of 
Heaven to humble you in the fight and 
ſenſe of your own grievous uncharita- 
blenefle , and to put (art laſt) into 
your hearts and tongues, 
the Counſels of 
Peace. 


cl 
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An Advertiſement 


tothe READER. 


Ca 


tQ. & WER? Now Reader , that whereas in one 

PA fo of thoſe many angry Pampblets, 
ig which bave beene lately publiſhed ; 
DS there is an intimation given 6 
ſome diſgracefull language that 
fell from Dr. Voctius , the learned profeſſor of 
Vrrecht, concerning the perſon of DoF. Hall B. 
of Exeter , there hath been ſerious inquiſition 
made into the truth of that report, and that the 
ſaid D. Voerius diſavowes (to the party that in- 
quired of it) any fuch words of under-valuation, 
by bim ſpoken, as it is te _ fn under the hand of 
Sir William Boſwell Knight, bis Maje je 
Lreger with'the ſtates And p35 upon the fi wht of 
4 diſpleaſing title of a Booke( emtrary to his own 

judgment) 


__ 
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Judgement) any learned Divine, ſhould have paſ- 
ſed acenſure upon the worke; there was ſmall reas 
ſon for the reporters to refleft upqn the perſon of 
the authour . lea, I am confident that many of our 

worthy brethren at home who are differently min- 

ded concerning this tenet of the right of Epiſco- 

pacie, if. they would be pleaſed to informe them 

ſelves throughly of the ſtate of the queſtion, as it is 
defended by the Authour of that treatiſe, would 

find ſmall cauſe of ſcruple in this opinion. For 
Whereas there are three degrees cf truths, and 

holy inſtitutions (as they are commonly diſtingut- 

ſhed)Humane, Apoſtolike, Divine; The firſt 
from mere men. The ſecond from men Apoſtolical, 
The third from God himſelfe immediately, The 

Authour deſes to g0e a Mid-way in this diffe- 

rence; holding it too low to derive Epilcopacy 

from a merely humane , and Eccleſraſticall Ordi- 
nance ; bolding it too high to deduce it from an 

immediate command from God , and therefore 

pitching upon an Apoſtolicall nflitution, reſts 

there: but becauſe thoſe Apoſtles were divinely in- 

ſpired,gs had the direftiss of Gods ſpirit for thoſe 
things Which they did for the common admini- 

ſtration of the Church therefore, and in that onely 
name 
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name is Epiſcopacie ſaid to lay clatme toa Dis 
evine right ; howſoever alſo it cannot be gainſaid 
that the grounds were formerly laid by our Sa: 
Viour in a knowne imparity of his firſt agents, Now 
ſurely this truth bath ſo little reaſon to di[laſ}e 
them, that, even learned Chamier himſelfe can 
ſay; Res ipſa capit tempore. Apoltplorum, 
vel potius ab ipſis profeCta eſt. And why ſhould 
that ſeeme harſh in us, which ſoundeth well in the 
mouthes of leſSe-intereſsed Divines? but becauſe 
the very title of that book hath raiſed more duſt 
then the treatiſe it ſelfe, Bee pleaſed, Readers, to 
ſee, that this -very queſtion is m the very ſame 
termes determined by that eminent light of the 
Palatinate, Dr. Abrah. Scultetus; whoſe tra#? 
to this purpoſe I have thought fit to annex. 
Peruſe it and judge whether of thoſe two wri- 
ters have gone further in this determination; And 
if you ſhall not meet with convincing reaſons to 
bring you home to this opinion; yet, at leat-wiſe 
find cauſe enough to retaine a charitable and fa- 
roograble conceit of thoſe, who are (as they think , 
upon good grounds) otherwiſe minded, and whileſt 
it is on all parts agreed by wiſe and unprejudiced 


Chriftians , that the calling is thus ancient and 
Y 3 ſacred 
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ſacred, let it not violate the peace of the (hurch 
to ſean the originall whether Becleftafticall, Apo- 
Rolicall, or divine. Shortly, let all good men bum- 
bly ſubmit to the Ordinance , and heartily wiſh 


the Reformation of any abuſes. 


And ſo many as arc of this mind, Peace 

be uponthem, and the whole - 
Iſraell of G O D.' 

AM E N, 


THE 
DETERMINATION 


of thequeſtion, 


Concerning the Drvine Right 
of EPISCOPACY. 


By the famous and learn'd Divine 
Dr, Abrahamus Scultetus, late Profeſſour 


of divinity inthe Vaiverſity of 
HEIDELBERG. 


Faithfully tranſlated out of his Obſerya- 
tions upon the Epiſtles to Tz. 
mothy and Titus. 
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The Queſtion. 


Whether Epiſcopacie be of Divine right ? Ther 
is whether the Apoſtles ordained this Govern- 
ment of the Church,that not onely —_— be 
placed over the people , but over Presbyters 
and Deacons , who ſhould have the power of 
Impoſition of Hands or Ordination aud the di- 
reftion of Ecclefiaſticall (ounſels. 


HE 


af H1; was anciently denyed by 
 Aerim,as 1s related by Epipha- 
nius, in his 75 Herefic, and by 

lohn of Hieruſalem,as app<ars 
by Hierome, in his Epiitle to 
Pammachias, And there arc 
not wanting in theſe dayes 
44344018 many learned and pious men, 
who, although they acknowledge Aerus to have 
| "1 _— "erred 
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erred, in that he ſhould difallow of that manner of 
Ecclefiaſticall government, which had beene re- 
ceived by the whol World; yet in this they agrec 


with him , that Epiſcopall government is not of 


D:vine Right. From whoſe opinion why I ſhould 
ſever my judgement, I am moved by theſe ſtrong 
reaſons , famous examples, and evident aurhorti- 
tics. 

My judgement is this ; 

Firſt, inthe Apeſtles Epiſtles the name of Biſhop 
did never fignific any thing different from the ot- 
fcc ofa Presbyrer. For a Biſbop, Presbyter,and an A- 

poftle,were common names,as you may ſee AF. 20. 
Phil. 1. v.1.Tit. 1.1: Pet.v. 12. 48, 1. 20. 

Next, Jn the chicfe Apoſtolicall Church, the 
Church was governed by the common advice of 
Presbyters , and that for ſome ycers in the time of 
the preaching of the Apoſtles. For firft of all, com- 
panics muſt bee gathered together, before we can 
define any thing concerning their perpetuall go- 
Vernment, 

_ Then, the Apeſttes, as long as they were preſent 
or necre their Chur-hes, 61d not place any Biſhop 
over then, properly {o called, but only Pregbyrexs, 
reſerving. Epiſcopall authority. to themſelves 
alone. , x LH 

Laſtly, after the Goſpel, was farre ahd neerc 
propagated, and that out of equality of Presbyters, 

the inſtin&t of the, Devill;, '-Schiſmies. were 


made ih Religion, then the Apoſiles(eſpecially in 


the 
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the more remote places )placed ſome over the Pa- 
ſtors, or Presbyters, which ſhortly after, by the 
Diſciples of the Apoſtles, 1gnatius, and others 
were enely called bithops, & by this appellation, 
they werediſtinguiſhed from Presbyters & Deas 
cons, | 

Reaſons moving me tothis opinion? Firſt, 2je- 
r0meupon the 1, Chapter of the Epiſtle to Titus, 
writeth, that a Presbyrer 2s the ſame with a Bi 
before that, by the _— 0 f the Devill, fations were 
madein Religion,and it nas ſaid among the people, I am 
of Paul, 7 of Apollo, but I of Cephbas, the Churches 
mere governed bythe common counſel! of Presbyters:af- 
terwards it was decreed in the whol world,that one cho- 
ſen out of the Presbyters,ſhould be placed over the reſt, 

From whence I thus argue, 

When it began to be ſaid among the ptople, 7 amof 
Paul, 7 of Apollo, but /of Ce Bo then one choſey 
out of the Presbyters, was placed over the reſt, 

But whiles the Apoſiles lived, it was ſo ſaid among 
the people. As the firſt Epiſtle rothe Corinthians, 
beſides other of St. Pauls Epiſtles, puts it out of 
doubt, Therefore, while the Apoſtles lived, one choſen 
out of the Presbyters was placed over the reſt. 

Againe, There can be no other terme aſſigned, 
in which Biſhops were firſt made, then the time 
of the Apoſtles ; for all the prime ſucceſſors of 
the Apoſtles were Biſhops : witneſle the ſucce(- 
ſions of Biſhops in the moſt famous Churches of 
Hieruſalem, Alexandria, Anzoch, and Rome, as 
itis in Euſebivs, therefore, cjther the next ſuc- 

Z ceflors 


(174) 


ceſſors of the Apoſtles, changed the force of Ec- 
clefiaſticall government, received from the A 
les, according to their owne pleaſure , which is 
' very unlikely,or the, Epiſcopall government came 
fromthe Apoſtles themſelves, 

Beſides, cven then in the time of the Apoſiles, 
there were many Presbyters, but one Biſhop, e- 
ven then in the time of the Apoſtles, ines, 
hee that was placed over the reſt, which after- 
wards was called Biſhop, did impoſe hands, or 
ordaine Miniſters of the Word, which Presby- 
ters alone did not preſume to doe. Even then, 
therefore , the calling of Biſhops was diſtin& 
from the Office of Presbyters. 

Ifany defire the examples of Apoſtolicall Bi- 
ſhops, the books of the antient are full of the E- 
piſcopal authority,of Tzmorby and Titus,cither of 
which, howſoever, firſt performed the office of 
an Evangeliſt, yer notwithſtanding, ceaſed to be 
an Evangeliſt , after that Tzmorhy was placed 
over the Church of Epheſus, and Titus over the 
Church of Cyere, For Evangeliſts did only lay the 
foundations of faith in forraign places,8& then did 
commend the reſt of the care to certaine Pa- 
ſftors, but they themſelves went to other Coun- 
tries, and Nations, as Ewſebivs writes in his third 
Booke of Ecclefiaſticall Hiſtory , and 34. Chap. 
But Paul taught ſometimes .in Epheſus and Crete 
and laid the foundations of Faith there, there- 
fore he commandeth Timorhy to ſtay at Epheſus,8: 
Titus at Crete,not as Evangeliſts but as-governors 
of the Churches, 


And 
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And indeed, the Epiſtles, written toeither of 
them, doe evince the ſame ; for in theſe, be doth 
not preſcribe the manner of gathering together a 
 Church,which was the dury of an Evangeliſt, but 
the mannerof governing a Church, being already 
gathered together,which is the = of a Biſhop, 
and all the precepts inthoſe Epiſtles, are fo con- 
formable hereunto, as that they are not refer'd 
in eſpeciall to Timothy, and Titws, but in general 
to all Biſhops, and therefore in no wiſe, they ſuir 
with the temporary power of Evangelifts. 

Beſides , that Timothy and Titvs, had Epiſco- 
pall juriſdiction, not onely Ewſebius, Chryſs- 
ftome, Theodoyet, Ambroſius , Hierome, Epiphanias, 

Occumenius, Primaſius, Theopbyla® , but alſo the 
moſt ancient writers, of any that write the Hiſto- 
ry of the new Teſtament, whoſe writings are now 
loſt , do ſufficiently declare : E wſebiws withour 
doubt appealing unto thoſe, in his third book of 
Eccleſiaflical Hiſtory and 4. chapter , Timorhy 
(faith hee) in Hiſtories is written to bee the firſt 
which was made Biſhop of the Church of Ephe- 
ſus.as Titus was the firſt,that was made Biſhop of 
the Church of Cyere. 

Bur if Joh» the Apoſtle, and not any antient 
Diſciple of the Apoſtles, bee the authour of the 
Revelation, hee ſuggeſts unto us , thoſe ſeven 
new Examples of Apoſtolicall,Biſhops : For all 
the moſt learned Interpreters interpret the ſeven 
Angels of the Churches, tobe the ſeven Biſhops 
of the Churches; _— can they doc otherwiſe, 

2 .  _un- 
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unleſſe rbeyſhould offer violence to the text. 
What ſhould I ſpeake of Fames, not the Apo- 

Rtlcs but the Brother of our Saviour, the Sonne in 

law of the Mother of our Lord: who by the Apo- 

ftles, was ordained Biſhop of Hieruſalens, as Eus 
ſebizs,in his 24, book of Ecclefiaſticall Hiſtory, 8 

1 chap. out of the 6, of the Hyporypoſes of Clement, 

Hierome concerning Ecclefiaſticall writers,out of 

the 1, of the Comments of Egeſippma, relate, Am. 

broſe upon the 1. chap. unto the Galatians, Chryſo- 
flome inhis 23 Homily upon the 15 ofthe As, 
Auguſtine in his 24,book and 37 chap.againſt Creſ- 
conins, Epiphanius in his 65 , Herefie, The 6,Synod 
in Tullo, and 32 Canon, all aſſenting thereunto. 
For indeed, this is that James that had his firſt re- 
fidence at Feruſalem,as an ordinary Biſhop,whom 
Paulin his firſt, and laſt coming to Hyeruſalem, 
found in the City ; almoſt all the Apoſtles prea- 
ching in other places,Gal. x. 19, and that conclu. 
- ded thoſe things, which were decreed inthe aſ- 
ſembly of the Apoſtles, AF.2 1. For hee was with 

Chryſoftome Biſhop of the Church of Hieruſalem, 

from whom when certaine came, Petey would nor 

cate with the Gentiles. Galar. 2. 12. 

From examples , I paſſe to authorities, which 

Ignatius confirmes by his own authority, 

Whoſe axiomes are theſe, . 

T he Biſhop us he which ts (uperionr jm all chiefty, andpower. 
The Presbytery, is a holy company of counſellours , and 
aſſeſſours ro the Biſhop. The deacons ave the imitators of 

 _ angelwall wertnes which ſhew forth their pure;and un- 

., blameable miniſtry, He which doth not obey theſe irwithout 

Goda, 
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God, impure,and contemnes Chrift, and derogazes from 
his order and conſtiturlonin his Epittle to the Fraliaxs. 


In an other place, 7exhort that ye ſtudy to doe allthings 


with concord, The Biſhop being preſident in the place 
Ged. The Presbyters in place of the pro why rand 


the Deacons as thoſe to whom was committed the Mimi. 


. ffry of Feſus Chriſt, m his Epiltle to the Iſagne/rans, 


And againe, Lee the Prerbyters be ſubjett to the Biſhop, 
the Deacons to the Presbyters, the people ro the Precby- 
ters and Deacons,in his Epiltle to thoſe of Tarſus, 


But 7pnarius was the Diſciple of the Apoſtles, from 
whence then had he this Hierarchie but from the A- 
poltles* - : | 


Let us now heare Epiphanivs in his 75. Hereſic. The 
e Apoſtles conla not preſently appoint all things : Preſbyters 
and Deacons were neceſſary; for by theſe two Eccleſiaſticall 
affaires might bee dispatcht. Where there was not found any 
fit for the Epiſcopacie that place remained wit hout 4 Biſhop, 
but where there was need, and there were any fit for Epiſ» 
cop icy,they were made Biſhops, All things were not compleat 
from the beginning, but intraft of time all things were pro- 


vided which were required for the perfe tion of thoſe things 


which were neceſſary, the Church by this means recerving 
the fulneſſe of Sepenfide | 


But Euſebius comes neerer to the matter, 8 more 
ſtrongly handles the cauſe,who in his third booke 
of Eccleſiaſtical! Hiſtory, and 22: chapter,as alſo 
inhis Chronicle afficmeth char Erodins was ordaz- 
ned the 1. Biſhep of Antioch in the yeere of our 


Lord:45. i: the 3. yeere of Clandiasthe: Empe- 
ror 
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ror: at which time, many of the Apoſtles were a- 
live. Now Hzerome writeth to Evagrivs, that a: A- 
lexandria.from Mark che Evangeliſt, «nzo Heraclius 
nd .Dionifius the Biſbop , the Presbyters calledone, 
choſen out of themſelvs and placed in a bighey degree, 
che Biſbep. But Marke dyed, as Ewſebius, and Bu- 
cholcerus teſtifie , in the yeere of our Lord 64. 
Peter, Pawl, and Jobn, the Apoſtles, being then a- 
live : therefore, it is cleere, that Epiſcopacic was 
inſtituted in the time of the Apoſtles, and good 
Hierome ſuffered ſome frailty,when he wrote,that 
Biſhops were greater then Þ resbyters, rather by the 
cuſtome of the Church, then the trath of the Lords diſ- 
poſing; unlefſe perhaps, by» the cuſtome of the 
Church , hee underſtands the cuſtome of the 
Apoſtles, and by the truth of the Lords diſ- 
poſing , hee underſtands the apointment of 
Chriſt , yet not ſo, hee ſariſfies the truch of Hi. 
ſtory. For it appears out of the 1.2. and z, Chap- 
ters of the Revelazion, that the forme of governing 
the Church by Angels or Biſhops, was not only 
ratificd, and eſtabliſhed, in the time of the Apo- 
ſtles,but it was cofirmed by the very Son of God. 
And Ignatius called that form the order ofChriſt, 
And when Hieromewrites,that it was decreed in 
the whole world, that one choſen out of the Presbyters 
ſhould bee placed over the refl. And when I have de- 
monſtrated, that in thelife-time of the Apoſtles, 
Biſhops were ſuperior to Presbyters in Ordinati- 
n:and that each Church had oneplaced over it, 
doe wee not without cauſe demand;where,when, 
and 


m—_— 
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and by whom Epiſcopacic was ordained? Epiſco- 
pacie therefore is of divine right. VV hich, how the 
Prelates of the Church of Rome, for almoſt zoo. 
yeers, did adorne with thetruth of Doftrine, in- 
nocency of life, conſtancy in affiiQions, and ſuf- 
fering Death it ſclfe for the honour of Chriſt, and 
on the other ſide, how in ſucceding times, firſt by 
theirambirion, next by their exceſſive pragmat{- 
call covetouſneſle , ſcraping upto themſelves the 

g50ds of this world, then by their hereſte, laſt of 

allby their tyranny they corrupted it,that the Ro. 

man Hierarchy, at this day,bath nothing elſe lefr 

bur a vizard of the #poſtolicall Eccleſiaſticall Hie- 
rarchy, and the lively image of the whore of Baby- 
loz, our Hiſtories both antient and moderne doe. 
abundantly teſtifie, 

Wherefore all Biſhops are warned from hence, 
that they throughly weigh with themſelves the 
nature of Apoſtolicall Epiſcopacie,of which they 
glory that they are the ſucceſſors, 

That Epiſcopacie had two things peculiar to 
it, the privilege of ſucceeding, & the prerogative 


_ of ordaining: all other things were common to 


them with the Presbyters. Therefore both Bi- 
ſhops and Presbytexs, ſhould fo exerciſe them. . 
ſelves in godlineſſe, ſhould fo free rhemſelves 
from contempt by their converſation , and fo 
make themſelves examples to their: flock ; not 
negleing eſpecially the gift of prophecying, re- 
ceived from above, but being wholly intent, to 
reading , conſolation, and teaching : to medirate 

| on -. 
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on theſe things, to be wholly converſant in them, 
and ſo perpetually imployed in this holy funQi- 
on, and divine affairs, with this promiſe, that if 
they ſhall doe theſe things, they (hall both ſave 
themſelves, and their Auditors, but if after 
the cuſtome of ſome great ones, they fol- 
low the pride and luxury of this 
World, they ſhall both de- 
ſtroy themſelves, and 
them that heare : 
them, 


(*) 


Wor ee re re ee Ge ORG | | 


FINTS. . 


Woe Woot een Goto 


(181) 


te. 


29222222028 


THE | 


JUDGMEN 


The learned Divine, Do&tor Abrahamus 
Scultetus,prime profeſſor of Divinity 
at HEIDELBER GE, 


Concerning Lay-Elders. 


OBSER VATI ONS 
Vpon 1 Timethy, by Abraham 
Scultetus. Cap. 27. 


Concerning 1.Tim. 5. 17. 


Rea Hcreare ſome that thinke this place 
of Scripture is of force enongh to 
'S; P make good a Lay-Presbytery: for 

505555 theireyes and judgements are d4- 
Ct 22: zJedwrb,thar diſtinion of Elders, 
which they ſuppole, to be clecrly "intimated here 
by S.Paul:But,it they ſhall —_ diligently ſcanned 
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the place, 8 compared itwith other Texts of Scri- 
ture,they ſhall ſoone finde that the defence of 
F ayEldersour of this place, ts both contrary to'the 
ſignification of the Word (ze-er#7+5) ze,thoſe that 
rule, and contrary to the ſignificationot the Word 
Presbyrer; and that it is quite againſt Sr, Pauls per- 
petuall Do@rine,and it is againſt rhe judgement of 
all the Fathers, that have expounded this ſpcech of 
Saint Pal. 
It is contrary to the ſignification of the Word 
( 72976) for (Te:5=2is ) of Eccleſiaſticall rule or 
government is an honour wherewith onely Mini- 
ſters of Gods word are inveſted in the new Teſta- 
ment, and not any Lay Perſons : We beſcech you 
brethren ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Theſ. v, 12, Thar you 
know thoſe that labour among ft you, and are over you in 
the Lord, and that admoniſh you , and to-efteeme then 
very highly in love for they workes ſake : upon which 
words, ich Calvin, it is worthy to bee obſerved , what 
titles be gives to Paſtors. Firſt he fich,chat they laber, 
and then he ſets them forth,by the name of rule, or 
governance. And Beza upon the place it appeares 
from hence, thatthe Church was governed by Paſtors 
in common, and that the degree of 4 Biſhop was not 


thought of, and therefore ( 1e559%%)) 10 rule ,15 the ſame 


with ( #5G6%) 70 leade , becauſe the ſhepheards | 


are wont 10 goe before their flock. But the Apoſtle 
Heb. 11. 7.. dhd 17. calls. the Mmiſters of theword 
Leaders, Theref5re,according to Bezs, we muſt ac- 
knowledge thoſe thatare over the people, are the 
Miniſters of the word : neither doth 1uftin 21aryr 


1n 
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in his Apology to Axionzms Call the ( Teo Fwra 
any other then che paſtor and teacher of the Con- 
gregation. | 

* Moreover,the defence of Lay-Elders out of this 
preſent text of St. Pawl,is contrary tothe ſignifica- 
tion of the word Presbyter, which when it is uſed, 
concerning the polity of the new Teſtament, doth 
always ſignifie the Miniſters of the word: A#s x1, 
30. They ſent their cojle&inn tothe Elders by the 
hands of Barnabas, and Sawl, that is to the Mini- 
ſers, of whom it is ſaid, As 1 4+ 33s Yvelesnvnow]s fs 
They ordained them Elders in every Church: And 
CARS 15.2, A main queſtion of faith is propoun« 
ded to the Apoſtles and Elders of Hieruſalem , but 
what 2 to be decided by Lay-Men ? for the Elders 
met with the Apoſtles to confider of this matter, 
AF. 6. | 

And the Presbyters are joyned together with the 

Apoſtles Yerſe 22, and are diſtinguiſhed from the 
whole Church, as alſov. 23.and chap. 16. 4, Again 
inthe 20. of the CA&s the Elders of Epheſus verſe 
17. are ſaid to be made Biſhops to feede the flocke 
of Chriſt, ver, 18. and in Aﬀs 21. 18, and the ver- 
ſes following , the Presbyters or Elders of Jeruſa- 
lem inſtru the Apoſtle Paul what he is to doe;and 


| therefore were no Lay-men, Inthis very Chapter, 
| When 7ixrochy is commanded to receiveno accuſa- 


tion againſt an Elder, the Elder there isa teacher, 
as ſhall be ſhewed in the next chapter. Titws 1. 5, 
that chou maiſt ordaio Elders incvery City: what 
kindof Elders ? ſurely, teachers; for hee adds, it 

Aa 2 any 
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any be blameleffe, &c. for a Biſhop muft be unre- 
proveable, 8c. | 

And James 5. 14. The fick are bidden to ſend 
for the Elders of the Church, that they may pray 
over, and anoint the fick withoyle in the name of 
the Lord; which is no Lay-mans duty; 1 Perey 5.t, 
The Elders [ exhort who am alfoa fellow-Elder, 
feede the flock; How ts hee a fellow-Elder, but be- 
canfe he is a teacher as they 2 

And they arechargedro feed the flook, therefore 
Paſtors, 2; 70h 1. & 3 7ob,r, lohnthe Apoſtle with- 
gut all queſtion is called an Elder. /gnatius makes 
ofren mention of Elders , or Presbyrers in his 
Epiſtles, bur neverof Lay-Elders. And in his E- 
Re thoſe of Tarſus defcribing the Eccleſia- 
ſhealt Hierarchy of his time, he ſaith (ﬆ ry«ofreyor) 
Ler the Presbyrers bee ſubje& ro the Biſhops, and 
the Deacons to the Presbyrers, and the Lay-men 
to both Deacons, and Presbyters:and to the Fag- 
neſians As the Lord ſaith heedoth nothing with. 
oat the Father: ſo'neither do you without your 
Biſhop, neither Presbyrer, nordeacon, nor Laick, 
Where obſerve that rhe'very Deacons did not fit in 
the Presbytery Apoſtoliq;,much ſeſſe Lay-men, 

Thirdly, the defence of Lay-Elders our of the 
17. verſe of Chap. 5. of the 1. Ti. 1s againft rhe 
Perpetuall dorine of St, Pawh for togive honour 
to the Presbyters , or Elders, ts to honour them 
with maintenance, ont of the publique ftock of the 
Church , fer ſo the Apoſtle, before; commands 
theſe that are: indeed Widowes to be honoured, 

| thar 
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that is to be deſigned to publiqueattendancesan d 
allowances ; And the reaſon which the - Apoſtle 
gives, confirmes this explication of the honour re+ 
quired ; Vhen he ſaith rhou ſhalt not muzzle the 
Oxe that treadeth out the corne, And in Matthew 
the honor of Parents is chiefely to be taken of mear 
and maintenance, which {ignification is very fami- 
liarand proper tothe word ( Kabud) uſed in the 
fifth commandemenr, and fo the word is expoun- 
ded by Marke 7. 12. But maintenance,out of the 
ſtock of the Church, the Apoſtle would not have 
to be given even to ſuch poore widdows, as could 
be otherwiſe provided for , as before verſe 16, And 
he himſelfe laboured with bis owne hands, that he 
might not bee burdenſome toothers , much leſle 
would he have the chiefe of the Laity who abound 
with wealth to bee maimained of the common 
ftorez and that more liberally then others : For, 
if by rhoſe that rule well, you thall underſtand 
both. Lay- Elders and ſacred alſo,you muſt needs 
conclude , that they are all worthy of double 
honour , both thoſe which rule , and thoſe 
which labour in Doctrine : which concluſion the 
Apoſtle is againſt cl{ewhere , whileſt hee fatth, 
thoſe which ſerve at the Alrardmuſt partake of the 
Alcar. And the Lord himſclfe who hath appointed 
that thoſe which preach the Goſpell (hould live of 
the Gofpell, 1. Corinthians 9g. 13, 14. Wher- 
upon Herome in the ſame place ; heewould faich 


hee , have chem to yeeld carnall things to thoſe 
of 
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of whom they receive ſpiritual things, becauſe they 
being taken up in teaching,cannot provide nece([a- 
ry things for themſelves. Yea, I ſay yer more, it St. 
Paul had,by rhole that rule,underſtood Lay-clders, 
certainly hee would ſome-where have put them in 
minde of their duty,Or, at leaſt have made mention 
of them, 1 Tim.3. where he doth not omit ro give 
charge even of Deacons, and Deaconeſles : But he 
doth neither of the two , bur preſently after the 
mention of Biſhops, or Presbyters that were Pa- 
ſtors, he falls intothe ſpeech concerning Deacons, 
and their wives;ſoas it is a plaine proofe that Lay- 
Elders were utterly unknown to him. 

Fourthly, the defence of Lay-Elders out of this 
place is utterly againſt the judgment of the fathers, 
fo many as ever bave expounded this text of the A. 
poſtle: Neither indeed is there any neceſſity at all, 
that becauſe the Apoſtle ſaith,thoſe eſpecially that 
labour in Word and Dodrine,therefore we ſhould 
deviſe new Elders to bee takenour of the common 
people : For it was well knowne, that thoſe of the 
Clergie, which are over the Lords flock, have their 
diſtin& Offices, and employments. There arc of 
them,which adminiſter Sacraments,make publike 
prayers, privately aCmoniſh faithfull people, and 
with-hold them from ſinning , there are others, 
which being induced with excellent guifts of ſpea- 
k1eg, imploy themſelves in being teachers & guids 
to mens ſoules inthe way to heaven, and the labors 
of theſe men, which are taken. by them, in word and 
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Dodrine, are juſtly preferred before the ſervice of 
them, which adminiſter the ſacraments, and make 
prayers forthe Church ; even by the teſtimony of 
the Apoſtle himſclfe, who ſaith, Chriſt ſent me not co 
baptize, but to preach the Goſpell, tr. Cor.1. 17. He was 
ſent for both purpoſes,but the chief end of his miſſion, 
was, the preaching of the Goſpell. 

W hoſoevertherefore, thus rule the people, whe- 
ther they doe adminiſter the Sacrament, or onely 
preach the word, or whether they doe both, are 
worthy of double Honour ; where a certain 
number is put for an uncertain, double honour, 
that is greater and more then others , although 
ſone are of opinion, that here by Apoſtoliq; aurho- 
rity there is a greater portion aſſigned to the Go- 
vernours , then to others thar appertcain to the 
Church , others interprer it of that double Honour 
which is fit for governours to have; one ,of an aw- 
full reverence and command, the other of more 
largeneſſe of maintenarce, that they be, both, ob- 
ſerved, and reſpeRed above others , and, that they 
have a more liberall proviſion. of necefſaties. for 
their livelyhoad, bur the firſt of them is the more 
ſimple expoſition of the words. He therefore holds 
thoſe, that are ſet over the people worthy of double 
honour, And why double : A little before he had 
given them order about the honoring, that is main- 
tiining of their Widowes, at the charge of the 
Church : from the Widows, hee paſſeth to the 
Elders. or Presbyters: whom, if they rule well, hee 


would have honoured with a double — 
that 
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that is greater then that ofthe Widowes, both by 
reaſon of their officc, and by reaſon of their fami- 
ly ; and amongſt thoſe that rule, yet againe, hee 
would have thoſe moſt regarded, who arc im- 
ployed not ſo much inadminiſtring the Sa- 
craments, as in preaching the Word, I 
doubt not but this 1s the moſt 
true Explication of 
this place 
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